
CASINO CHIP AND TOKEN NEWS | Winter 2007        67

Collecting the Samples, Boxes and
Original Catalogs of the

Manufacturers & Distributors of
“Clay” or Composition Gaming Checks and Chips

(and the information they yield)

by Howard W. Herz

In the more than 46 years that I have collected gaming checks, few collections have been as difficult to complete and
yet have provided as much information about the history of gaming checks as the challenge of finding manufacturer’s
catalogs, boxes and chip samples.  With around 100 known clay mold designs, it would seem that collecting one of each
would be a snap.  After starting in 1965 and giving considerable time, money and effort to the collection, I am still look-
ing for samples and still learning about what exists.

The composition or “clay” gaming chips that we now know came into use before the turn of the 20th century.  A
number of companies manufactured and distributed poker chips to the general public and offered a variety of generic
designs.  Custom chips were fairly rare and were mostly produced for the wealthy.  The United States Playing Card
Company (USPC) offered some of the first customized clay chips around 1911.  The company records include a number
of sample books that start with custom orders of a plain mold inlaid chip.  USPC records have a Hunt & Co. “chain
mold” sample and a note “September 1927” in the record books.  This would indicate that Hunt & Co. possibly pro-
duced the first chip that had a “mold” design embossed into the chip. 

In September of 1928 USPC records have 9 color samples of a Hub” mold that was owned by Mason & Co. of
Chicago, Illinois.  On February 26, 1929, USPC made raised circle mold chip for A. Ball & Bro. of Chicago.  A color set
of 9 colors in the three ball mold was made in May of 1929 for Joe Trebal of Chicago.  On November 27, 1929 a color
set of  9 colors in a large crown mold was produced for T.R. King & Co. of Kansas City, Mo.  The next mold in the
USPC records was the diamond mold for Jack Todd with 9 color samples.  On October 16, 1934 the first small Grecian
key mold samples were made for B.C. Wills of Detroit.  On September 28, 1938 USPC records show a large crown
molded chip made for T.R. King in Los Angeles, CA.

Manufacturers vs. Distributors

Starting the in the 1920’s, a number of gaming equipment suppliers began to offer custom gaming chips.  Rather than
invest in the production facilities for chip manufacturing, these suppliers developed a relationship with the United States
Playing Card Company in which they could order custom chips that were made on a “registered” mold design that only
they had the right to sell.  As the number of suppliers increased, new and different mold designs were introduced.  In
several instances, when a supplier went out of business, his mold would become an “open” mold that was available to
suppliers that did not want to invest in the considerable cost of a “registered” design.

The result of this agreement was that different suppliers could offer their “registered molds” to their customers and
guarantee that they would be protected against outsiders producing their chips.  Although the vast majority of the chips
offered were produced in the same manufacturing facility (USPC and Burt Co.), this arrangement allowed each supplier
to tout his chips as the best.  The manufacturers tended to only sell to the distributors who had the rights to the mold and
would not sell directly to any of the distributor’s customers.  This two tiered system gave the manufacturers a certain
amount of protection from problems with customers who might seek to subvert their competition with “counterfeit
chips”  and provided the distributors with the necessary security of production.
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“Clay” or “Composition” Molds
of the Manufacturers and Distributors

A.B.P. (Casino Supplies ) Ltd.
4-5 Academy Buildings
Fanshaw Street - London N.1
England
Distributor
Era:  1960’s - 1980’s
Mold:  Scroll

Although this mold was developed for use in American style gaming checks, it is was primarily sold in Europe,
Africa, Asia and not in the United States.  This mold illustrated as a manufacturers sample from A.B.P.’s Spanish distributor.

Bowman Equipment
16 W. Illinois
Chicago 10, Illinois
Phone superior 8148
Distributor
Era:  1930’s - 1940’s
Mold:  C Swirl

The Primary Manufacturers

During most of the 20th century, only a hand full of companies actually manufactured custom gaming chips for casi-
no operations.  The  first and oldest was United States Playing Card Company of Cincinnati, Ohio.  The Burt Company
of Portland, Maine also produced chips in the early part of the century, but primarily produced generic chips.  Around
the mid-1940’s (probably 1946) the entire chip operation of the USPC was purchased by the Burt Co. who then became
the largest producer of custom casino chips in the United States.

Hunt & Co. of Chicago, Illinois probably began molding chips in the 1920’s under the ownership of E. M. Stockton
who started the company in the late 1890’s.  Using hand plate molds and a steam press, Hunt & Co. produced the “Chain
Mold” chips in several variations.

T.R. King & Co. began manufacturing casino chips in Los Angeles, CA after moving from Kansas City in 1931.  T.R.
King acted as a distributor for their chips.

The Paul-son Company of Las Vegas, Nevada was established in 1966 and began their own manufacture of custom
casino chips in the 1970’s after initially using the Burt Company.
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The Bud Jones Co.
2122 Industiral Road
Las Vegas, Nevada  89104
Phone:  702-870-2782
(1965-)

Bud Jones developed the dice and cards mold almost immediately after the demise of 
Christy & Jones in late 1964.  The mold was used for hot stamp issues along with the 
Nevada mold, that became the more common hot stamp mold of the Company.  The 
dice and cards motif became one of the first molded metal center designs that was intro
duced by Bud Jones.  

Bud Jones Nevada
Dice Company
2122 Industiral Road
Las Vegas, Nevada  89104
Phone:  702-870-2782

3668 So. Highland
Las Vegas, Nevada  89104
(1965-1968)

3672 S. Highland
Las Vegas, Nevada  89104
(address in 1968)
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California Card Company
P.O. Box 2055-D
Pasadena, California
ZigZag Mold

Originally offered by the Noll 
Company of Pasadena, California Card Co. 
took over the ZigZag mold in the 1960’s.

California Game Supply Company
837 E. Orange Grove Avenue
Pasadena, California
ZigZag Mold

CHIPCO International
P.O. Box 1495
Windham, Maine  04062
Unicorn Mold
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Christy & Jones Co.
1709 E. 31st. Street
Kansas City, Missouri
Phone:  WAbash-4 7110
Hat & Cane Mold
Diamond Mold (1962-)

Originally Christy & Garrett, the company was renamed when William Chiristy & Bernard (Bud) Jones each 
purchased a 50% interest.  They operated out of Kansas City, Missouri with a representative in Las Vegas.  In the early
1960’s Christy & Jones purchased the Jack Todd company from Todd’s widow and thus gained the use of the Todd 
diamond mold along with their Hat & Cane mold.   Bowing to pressure from national investigations into gambling by
the McCellan committee of the U.S. Senate, both Christy and Jones deceided that it was better to move to Las Vegas
than starve in Kansas City. They moved the company to Las Vegas in October of 1963.  

Christy & Jones Co.
3123 Highland Ave. So.
Las Vegas, Nevada
Phone:  735-8969
Hat & Cane Mold - Hat Design
Diamond Mold (1963-)

All of the Christy & Jones produciton was made for them by the Burt Company in Portland, Maine.



CASINO CHIP AND TOKEN NEWS | Winter 2007        73

Pat Sullivan, their Las Vegas manager, originally had no stake
in the company, but after lobbying for some ownership, Bill Christy
and Bud Jones agreed to each give Sullivan, their manager a small
stake in the company.  Once the papers for the stock transfer were
signed, Christy and Sullivan callled a stock holders meeting and
voted Bud Jones out of the Comapny at the end of 1964.  Shocked
and angered by the move, Bud Jones was forced to rely on a few
friends (pit bosses) who gave him  some dice orders.  Starting the
Bud Jones company in his garage, Bud eventually expanded into a
full line gaming supplier.  

Bill Christy and Pat Sullivan played down the removal of Jones from
the company.  Sullivan had lobbied both Jones and Christy to make “special” dice and with Jones out of the picture, they
could proceed.  In October of 1965, the ax fell on Christy and Sullivan
when federal agents raided Bill Christy’s home and found “crooked dice”
that the company had shipped to Mississippi.  With the original company
gone, Pat Sullivan developed his own company under his name.

Cliff’s Accurate Products
308 West Fourth St.
Cincinnati, Ohio  45202
Hourglass Mold

The sucessor to Rigdon & Co. located at the same address in Cincinnati

Code & Co.
234 S. Franklin Street
Chicago, Illinois  
Hearts and Rectangles Mold - Code’s Super Speed Checks - Diamond Rectangle Mold - Code Crap Checks
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Code & Co. was an early supplier of gaming equipment.  Their Diamond Rectangle mold became an open mold early
on and was used by a large number of other companies over the years.  Hunt & Co. , Prioneer Club Supply, were just a
few that used the original Code & Co. mold.  Although the Heart Rectangle mold is not show in the catalog, a number of
samples exist with the “Code’s Super Speed Check”  hot stamp.

H.C. Edwards & Co.
315 W. 39th Street
New York 18 NY
H Mold - Super Deal
Broken Double Circles Mold
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H. C. Evans & Commpany
1528 W. Adams Street
Chicago, Illinois
C Mold - Embossed Casino Checks
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Ewing Manufacturing Co.
223 W. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, Nevada  89102
Dice & Pips Mold - 
Ewing’s Superior Checks

George & Company
9 East Swain Street
Buffalo, New York
Floral Mold
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Hunt & Co.
88 No. Wells Street
Chicago, Illinois
Softklick - Chain Mold

(with outside ring)
Softklick - Chain Mold

(without outer ring)
Victory Chain Mold
Woodlawn Chain Mold
Stackrite Mold
New Era Mold

Hunt & Co.
1736 So. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 16 Illinois
Diamond Square Mold
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T.R. King & Company
617 Grand Avenue
Kansas City, Missouri
Large Crown Mold

T.R. King’s large Crown mold first appears in the records of United States Playing Card on November 27, 1929
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T.R. King & Company
218 So. Broadway
Los Angeles, California
(1931-1935)

Large Crown Mold

123 East Sixth Street
Los Angeles, California

T.R. King & Co. moven to Las Angeles in 1931 under the ownership of M.C. Anderson who had purchased the
company from Mr. King in 1926. Originally located on Broadway, the first know catalog from California shows an
address on East Sixth street.  
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T.R. King & Company
1245 So. Hope Street
Los Angeles, California

1035 So. Olive Street
Los Angeles, California

400 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, California
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T.R. King & Company
Las Vegas, Nevada
(The July 1967 Las Vegas
phone book lists the company
at their 1035 So Olive address
in Los Angeles)

Samples from King’s brief Nevada operations.  

Langworthy & Co.
1346 Broadway
Detroit 26, Michigan

(Western Club Supply)
Arizona

We have a few samples of the Langworthy rectangle mold
that have Western Club Supply hot stamped on the sample chips.  One
notes indicate that this was a short lived business in Phoewnix, Arizona 
conducted by Felix Devere.  The note indicates that it was closed for selling
“crooked gaming equipment”.
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Mason & Co.

192 N, Clark St.
Chicago, Illinois

390 Frelinghuysen Ave.
Newark, New Jersey

1118 McGee St.
Kansas City, Missouri

133 E. Grand River
Detroit, Michigan

711 8th Avenue
New York, New York

120 Eighth Street
San Francisco, California




