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AVAILABLE NOW
Howdy’s

INlustrated Guide to

Nevada Silver Strike®

Redeemable Premium Tokens
(includes $2, $3, $7, $10, $20, $28, $40 & $200 tokens)

2nd Edition

By Howard W. Herz
&
Kregg L. Herz

An INlustrated Catalog and Retail Valuation List

Send check or money order of $39.00 (includes priority mail) to:
Gaming Archaeology
P.O. Box 1000
Minden, NV 89423

We also accept paypal
email: chipmaster @chipmaster.com
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CLus OFFICIALS
Got a question or a problem? Listed below are the names
and the addresses of the CC&GTCC officials and volunteer
contacts to whom your requests should be mailed.

President
Complaints/Suggestions,
By Laws Changes,
Committee Reports

Vice President
Chip & Token Update,
New Issues Report

Treasurer
Finances,
Bookkeeping

Secretary
Chapter Club Info.

Membership Officer
Club Directory,
Address Corrections

Convention Chairman
Dealer Table Contracts,
Exhibitor Applications,
Hotel Reservation Cards

Claims Director

Promations Chairperson

Club Librarian

On-Line Communications
Director

Webmaster

Nate Pincus

P.O. Box 693
Havertown, PA 19083
president@ccgtcc.com

John Zoesch

P.O. Box 1347

Norris, TN 37828
vicepresident@ccgtcc.com

Mike Quinlivan

P.O. Box 249

Atwood, CA 92811-0249
treasurer @ccgtcc.com

Tyrus Mulkey
P.O. Box 43432
Las Vegas 89116-3432

secretary @ccgtcc.com

Ralph Myers

P.O. Box 35769

Las Vegas, NV 89133-5769
membership @ccgtcc.com

Jim Steffner

P.O. Box 368
Wellington, OH 44090
convention@ccgtcc.com

Jim Pierre

2615 Dogwood St. SE
Auburn WA 98092
claims@ccgtcc.com

Pam Focazio
5466 Jacobs Field St.
Las Vegas, NV 89148

Robert Pardue

P.O. Box 2014

Laguna Hills, CA 92654
librarian @ccgtcc.com

Jim Follis
olcd@ccgtcc.com

Greg Susong

webmaster@ccgtcc.com



CC&GTCC MemBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City

State Zip Country

Phone Number

My collection interests are:
2 Chips (J Tokens
Qu.s. (J Foreign

I would like you to publish my . . .
(J Name and address
J Phone
1 Do not publish my name and address

I have enclosed my annual dues for:
0 One year $20.00 U.S.
O Associate $5.00 U.S.
( Foreign $35.00*
* postal money order or U.S. funds

First Class Mail

 Check here
for First Class Postage
Just $12 more a year

Foreign mailings are at the First Class rate. All other
mailings are via 3rd class mail.

Annual dues will be renewable in the same quarter in
which the membership application was processed. Check
our address labels for your membership expiration dates.
Mail your completed application with your check made
payable to CC&GTCC to:

CC&GTCC Membership Officer
Ralph Myers
P.O. Box 35769
Las Vegas, NV 89133-5769

Fpo_nsor_eﬁy:
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American Numismatic ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Our club C.C.&G.T.C.C. is founded under the ANA,
maybe you would like to join it too. It is the largest
organization of coin collectors in the world.

1 Regular O Student O Junior U Senior [ Associate
Present or former ANA number, if any

I Mr. O Mrs O Ms.

Name, please print

Street

City
State Zip
Country Date of Birth

ANA bylaws require the publication of each applicant's
name and state.

Please check here __ if you DO NOT want your name and
address forwarded to the ANA representative in your area.
Please check here __ if you would like your name
provided to companies with offers we feel may interest you.
I herewith make application for membership in the
American Numismatic association, subject to the Bylaws
of said Association. I also agree to abide by the Code of
Ethics adopted by the Association.

Signature of Applicant Date

Proposer
Casino Chips & Gaming Token Collectors Club

(1 Check O Money Order Q Credit Card Type

Credit Card all Numbers Expiration Date

Signature of Cardholder (Required)

Dues
» Regular (age 23-64) $29* outside US $36*
» Student (age 18-22) $11 Junior (age 17 or younger) $11
« Senior Citizen (age 65 older) $25* outside US $32*
* Associate (child or spouse of regular or life member
living at member's address) $4

*plus $6 application fee, first year only

Forward completed application to:
ANA
818 Cascade Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279



ADVERTISING RATES
Casino CHips & GAMING TOKENS
CoLLectors GLus, INC.
QUARTERLY PUBLICATION

“Camera Ready” advertising deadline is the 18t of the
month prior to the mailing date. These rates are for camera
ready display ads only. Need help with your ad? See next
the column over. Please allow 3-4 weeks delivery for 3rd
class mail.

DispLaY Ap RATES

1/8 Page (Business Card) $20.00
Standard size 2" x 3.5"

1/4 Page (Camera Ready) $35.00
Width: 3.50" x Height: 4.75"

1/2 Page (Camera Ready) $60.00
Width: 7.50" x Height: 4.75"

Full Page (Camera Ready) $100.00
Width: 7.50" x Height: 9.50"

Back Cover with Full Color $500.00

Inside Covers with Full Color $325.00
Width: 7.50" x Height: 10.00"

Inside Facing Pages $150.00

Width: 7.50" x Height: 10.00"

Note a business card is a business card not a two inch ad
worked up for this space.

CrassIFiED AD RATES

These rates are for ads per column inch that are up to 3
1/2” in width and $7.50 per inch in Height (about 6 lines).
Additional overrun copy will be billed at the rate of $1.50
per line for less than full inches, or fraction of an inch.

All ad copy must be accompanied by payment made out
to “Casino Chips & Gaming Tokens Club Inc.” or
CC&GTCC. No ad will be run without payment.

Publisher assumes no responsibility for statements
made by advertisers and reserves the right to reject any
advertisement.

ConTRACT DiscounT ADVERTISING RATES

Sign up for a full year of advertising and save up to
25% on some ads. Take a look at the table below and see
how much you will save.

Full payment must be sent in with your contract ad request

—

T ‘One | Full |
| Ad Size Issue Year | YouSave |

1” . $10.00 | $35.00 $5.00 |
T 2” $22.00 | $80.00 $8.00 i
. Business Card | $20.00 | $70.00 $10.00 |
. 1/4Page | $35.00 | $130.00 |  $10.00 ]
. 1/2Page | $60.00 | $220.00 |  $20.00 |
| Full Page - $100.00 | $360.00 |  $40.00 |

Just check off the type of ad you would like. You make
changes in any of these ads in each quarter of issue. Full
payment must be sent in with your contract ad request.

Yes, |
Would Ad Size Requirements
Like
W] 1” $35.00 with placement of ad
a 2”7 $80.00 with placement of ad
Qa Business  $70.00 with placement of ad
Card
(] 1/4 Page  $130.00 with placement of ad
Q 1/2 Page  $220.00 with placement of ad
Qa Full $360.00 with placement of ad
Page
Name
Address
City
State Zip
CC&GTCC#

Need help in working up your ad? Just give us a call at
562-408-2463 and ask for C.T. Rodgers
Fax - 562-634-8107
E-Mail - ctcoins @aol.com

Send full payment payable to “CC&GTCC”
with your advertisement to:

Charles T. Rodgers

Advertising Manager, CC&GTCC
P. O. Box 4572 Lakewood CA 90711
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WE NEED YOUR HELP
IN PUBLISHING THIS NEWSLETTER.

PLEASE NotE

* Do not send in ads that are folded. May we recommend
that you send in your ads by Priority Mail in a flat pack
marked “DO NOT BEND?”, this will only cost you about
$3.85 and we will receive them in about two to three
days.

* When you place a one inch or two inch ad for more than
one issue, you may make changes in that ad for each
issue. Once again try to get the changes to us well
before the deadline of each issue.

* Need help with placing an ad, size wording, give me a
call at 562-408-2463 and we will work with you for the
best results on placing your ads.

* When ordering items from one of our advertiser let them
know what issue of the magazine you noticed their ad in.

Send full payment made out to “CC&GTCC”
with your advertisement to:

Charles T. Rodgers
Advertising Manager CC&GTCC
P. 0. Box 4572, Lakewood, CA 90711

NEext DEADLINE
31d Quarter Issue 2003
is June 15t 2003

Publication and Ad Deadline Dates

Deadline for Ads: Dec 15t
Deadline for Ads: Mar 15t
Deadline for Ads: Jun 15t
Deadline for Ads: Sep 15t

18t Quarter: Jan-Feb-Mar
21 Quarter: Apr-May-Jun
31d Quarter: Jul-Aug-Sep
4th Quarter: Oct-Nov-Dec

MovinGg?

Dont’t forget to let our Membership
Director know your new address.

Ralph Myers
P.O. Box 35769
Las Vegas, NV 89133-5769

4 Casino CHip anD Token News | April - May - June 2003

Casino Guip & Token News

C.C. & G.T.C.C Macazine

OFFICIAL Quarterly Publication of
The Casino Chips & Gaming Tokens Collector’s Club

EpiToR  ALLAN ANDERSON
AsSISTANT EpiTOR  JOHN MOORE
ADVERTISING  CHARLES T. RODGERS
PRINTING PALMER PRINTING

PReSIDENT  NATE PINCUS
Vice PRESIDENT  JOHN ZOESCH
TREASURER MIKE QUINLIVAN
SECRETARY TYRUS MULKEY
MemBERSHIP OFFICER  RALPH MYERS

CONTRIBUTORS

ALLAN ANDERSON © ALLEN BANICK © JERRY BIRL
ARCHIE BLack © KEN CrRAG © JiM FoLLIS ® STEVE GOODRICH
Dave anD DesBie HARBER © HowaRrD W. Herz
LaRRY HoLLIBAUGH © MicHAEL KnapP © Jiv MUNDING
CoLn NARBETH © RoBERT PARDUE ¢ NATE PiNcus
Mike QuiNLIVAN ® DALE SEYMOUR © TERRY SHAFFER
JOE SHAW © Jiv STEFRNER ® CHARLES SURASKY
GReG C. SusonG

PusLiciTY DIRECTOR
Len CIPKINS

WWW.CCGTCC.COM
GRec C. SusonG
WEBMASTER



Casqi@n 0

<=And Token News

A Quarterly Magazine for Members of

the Casino Chips and Gaming Tokens Collectors Club“w

sy ‘ol

7 From the Editors Desk

8 President's Letter

10 Hobby Protection Act

12  Secretary’s Report

13 Membership Officer’s Report
14  Treasurer's Report

16 New Members

20 Casino Match Cover
Collecting

24  Reno Tahoe Job Training
Academy

26  Convention 2003 Update

[ |
A
0
p
)

| €
A
N
A

Cover photo courtesy of
Tropicana Hotel
Las Vegas

30 List of Exibitors and
Floor Plan

32

58

60
62
64
67
71

April - May - June 2003 Volume 16 Number 2

List of Exhibitors and 78
Their Specialties 81
Convention Schedule 82
Club Merchandise
CC&GTCC Chapters 84
Antique Collectibles 86
Reno Report 89
The Flamingo Capri 92
94
97
102

Silver Gambling Counters
of the Simon van de Passe
School

Knapp on Books
Blackjack Tournament
Riverboats

MP21 Technology

Quarterly Southern Nevada
Limited Edition “Cheque List”

104

Casino CHiIP anD Token News | April - May - June 2003

Colorado News
What's in a Chip

Once Around the Northwest:
A Washington Success Story

An OTY Progress Report
Atlantic City Report
Atlantic City Chapter
OLCD Stuff

A Free Vegas Trip Becomes
a Chip Collecting TV
Special Report

What Do You Collect.
Part Il

Tahoe Biltmore.
A Brief History, and Mary

The Binion Hoard:
A Tale of Murder



!

Ambassador Casino — Las Vegas
Set of 3 Chips: $65

$5 chip (Red w/4 blue): $15 each
$25 chip (Green w/4 orange/dark green): $25 each

$100 chip (Black w/3 pink/green/grey): $40 each

Available at the Convention

Barry Weintraub Table 8
David Sarles Table 46

By Mail
Barry Weintraub
11333 Moorpark
Box 48
North Hollywood, CA 91602

Checks and PayPal accepted
barrychip@aol.com
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From the Editor’s Desk

Allan_ Anderson

The club has been getting some great publicity lately with the enormous efforts of Len Cipkins, CC&GTCC
Publicity Director. The latest is the April, 2003 Issue of Midwest Gaming & Travel featuring two articles by
Michael Knapp, titled “How Do I Get Started?”, and “Illegal Clubs Of The Midwest”, and another story by
Janice O'Neal; “Michigan Indian Casino Chips”. Len also was instrumental in getting an article in the Newark
Star Ledger business section. Gene Trimble and I were interviewed by the Travel Channel for an upcoming
episode, Playboy magazine contacted me also for an upcoming story on chip collecting and Terry Shaffer had
a segment on WTOL-TV in Toledo, Ohio (see page 96). It appears chip collecting is becoming more and more
popular.

Recently there has been a controversy on who we accept articles from. We accept articles from anyone, we
do not accept articles from expelled members. Now, in the last issue I printed a tribute from Mel to Bruce.
This was my only exception to the rule and it was only printed because of their friendship. It was not an article
related to chip collecting or the brass core issue but just a tribute from a friend. Would I do it again, yes I
would.

The guest speaker for our convention this year is Mrs. Claudine Williams. Mrs Williams and her husband
owned The Siver Slipper in Las Vegas. After they sold the Silver Slipper they opened The Holiday Casino on
the strip. After Mr. Williams passed away, Claudine built the Holiday into one of the most successfull
operations in Nevada. She eventually sold out to Harrahs and she is now Chairman Of The Board - Harrahs
Las Vegas. She is a Philanthropist and sits on the board of many charities and companies. She is looking
foward to meeting our members and speaking at our convention

As we head toward our annual convention, take a look inside the magazine and volunteer a few hours for
the club. Contact Jim Steffner, convention chairman, or any of the other members looking for help. It will be a

great convention and i’m looking forward to seeing you all there.

As always, I'm looking for new articles and advertising. If you have any comments or suggestions, e-mail
me or write a letter to the editor and we’ll print it.

See you at the convention.
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President’s Letter
Spring, 2003

Nate Pincus
As I pen my final quarterly report to the membership, I take this opportunity to reflect on my experience serving as
President of our wonderful organization. It has been interesting, eventful and rewarding. It has been my pleasure to lead

this club for the past two years, meeting many members, working closely with our volunteers and hopefully making the
hobby enjoyable for all of you.

This seems an appropriate time to review what has occurred during my term.

Slabbing was the hot issue during the last election and continued to be an important topic during the first few months
of my term. Slabbing companies had ideas about entering the hobby. While the membership seemed to be overwhelm-
ingly against slabbing, the manner in which the club handled this matter was severely debated. I am pleased to say that
as I leave office, there is no evidence of slabbing in the hobby. Credit to the Slab Free Chapter for their diligence. Their
efforts along with the club’s educational initiatives gave all of us the information we required to make our own informed
decisions. While not everyone has agreed on the best manner, the result is clear and reflects the members feelings that
slabbing is not needed nor wanted in our hobby.

While still dealing with the slabbing matter, I received information that non-genuine brass core chips were appearing
and allegations were made that these chips were being sold without proper disclosure. This was without a doubt the most
difficult matter that the club Board of Directors had to deal with during my term and perhaps in club history. The deci-
sion to expel a member was most heart wrenching for me. I ran for office to move our club forward not anticipating that
much of my efforts would be diverted to dealing with this situation. While the matter was very limited in scope, it
provides a preview of what may be a larger problem in the future.

Three of your officers resigned during the past year. The circumstances of their resignations were regrettable. Each
stepped down because of the criticism directed at the Board of Directors on the club Internet message board. A few
members crossed the line of decency subjecting your Officers to constant condemnation, criticism, denunciation and
accusation. They were dedicated volunteers who worked extremely hard on behalf of all the membership. Fortunately,
we had some very capable members step forward to volunteer for these positions. After a very brief transition period, the
new officers were busy carrying out the business of the club.

The club magazine continues as an outstanding publication. Editor Allan Anderson and his assistant, John Moore
carry on the tradition with the help of all those who contribute articles.

Our annual convention is the highlight of the year. Jim and Sandi Steffner stepped in last year at our time of need and
oversaw our tenth annual convention and remain in place for our upcoming affair in June. Of course, our conventions
would not be wonderful and exciting events without the help of all of those who volunteer.

During my term, the Chapter Presidents Council (CPC) was formed. The CPC consists of all the chapter presidents
and the Board of Directors. With the club Secretary taking the lead role, its purpose is to foster a working relationship
between the chapters and the club and provides a forum in which matters affecting the chapters can be discussed with
the club leadership. The initial meeting was held at last year’s convention and another meeting is scheduled at the
Tropicana this year. During the year, CPC members communicate using a private internet email system.
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The newly established Committee on Standards and Archives completed work on the Official CC&GTCC Grade and
Condition Descriptions. This allows for a common standard to describe chips and tokens. With Chairman Michael
Knapp at the helm, this prestigious group of members will continue to work on projects that will benefit all members
and the hobby. They are a key component in our mission to educate members and other hobbyists.

The financial position of our club is very strong. Our treasury has increased significantly in the past two years with-
out having to increase dues. We have so many volunteers who contribute their time and expertise that it is not necessary
for us to pay for services. And we have been fortunate to be able to negotiate favorable convention arrangements while
maintaining reasonable room rates for the members.

The Building Fund is moving ahead full speed. They are organized, have collected donations for the fund and have
big plans for raising more. Contact has been established with many of the leaders in the gaming industry, seeking a
major benefactor. Jim Kruse and his enthusiastic assistants have planned activities for the upcoming convention, includ-
ing raffles and an auction for Saturday night’s trading session. Please make plans to attend.

I want to acknowledge and thank all the volunteers who worked so diligently on behalf of the club during my term.
The club’s success and progress is due to their efforts. We are fortunate to have many members who are willing to help.

Several members have been instrumental in assisting me and working on your behalf and I want to make special
mention of them. Bruce Landau was a mentor and close advisor in addition to being the auction and Hall of Fame
chairman. His efforts and advice will be sorely missed. We all need to recognize and thank all of the Officers who served
during my term. Each provided me with inspiration and counsel in their own way and participated in the management of
the club. I want to acknowledge a very longtime member (member number CH-003) for his quiet and efficient but very
important contributions. Bob Pardue is our club Librarian, a member of the Building Fund Committee, oversees the club
poker tournament, is a member of the Standards and Archives Committee and has helped other members and me in
numerous ways and I am thankful for his contributions. Greg Susong continues as our Webmaster, managing our very
fine www.ccgtcc.com website. Greg and his very able assistants keep us up-to-date while adding new features and items.
A relatively new member, Len Cipkins has stepped forward recently to assume the duties as our club Publicity Director.
Len’s background in public relations coupled with his intense interest in chip collecting makes for a talented and enthu-
siastic volunteer. Len has already been instrumental in having several articles published and I know that his efforts will
have a meaningful long-term impact on our hobby. And finally, I want to thank Jim Follis for his tireless efforts in many
areas. As the club’s first On-Line Communications Director, Jim was a valuable link to the on-line community. Jim also
took on the responsibility as Chairman of the Chip/Token/et al of the Year honors. He also worked on special projects
and acted as advisor.

We are looking forward to the upcoming convention at the Tropicana in Las Vegas. This will be our eleventh annual
and promises to be our most exciting event to date. Please make sure that you have pre-registered for the convention,
banquet, poker and blackjack tournaments. Also, be sure to reserve your room at the Tropicana to insure that you don’t
miss any of the action.

I want to congratulate our new officers. I know that they will do a terrific job in leading the club for the next two
years. I pledge my support to them and will work closely with Mike Skelton during the transition.

It has been my pleasure to serve as an officer of the CC&GTCC for the past four years, the first two as Treasurer and
the past two as your President. We have made much progress during that time and I feel confident in handing over the
leadership responsibility to the new administration. Again my thanks go out to all the volunteers who made everything
possible.

Happy collecting,.

Nate
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The CC&GTCC and the Hobby Protection Act

The Hobby Protection Act (HPA) was passed in 1973 to protect hobbyists against the reproduction, copying and
counterfeiting of original numismatic and political items. The Act requires that imitation items be marked and the
manner in which they must be marked is specifically prescribed.

Thirty years ago, the American Numismatic Association, in the interest of protecting the numismatic hobby and its
members championed this legislation. The Act refers to coins, tokens, paper money and commemorative medals and
does not specifically exclude any numismatic items. I would have to surmise that since casino chip and casino token
collecting was enjoyed by very few collectors at that time and there was no organized club, the terms casino chips and
casino tokens were not even in the scope of consideration.

While casino chips and casino tokens are not specifically stated in the definition of original numismatic items, it is
the club’s position that the definition of original numismatic items is broad enough to include casino chips and casino
tokens. In doing research, I spoke with David Ganz. Mr. Ganz is an attorney whose practice includes cases involved in
coin law. He is a past President of the ANA and a former member of their Board of Governors and has written more than
2000 articles and books, many related to the coin hobby and the law. He has been deeply involved in the legislative
process with the ANA. He believes that without a doubt, casino chips and tokens are covered under the act. To alleviate
any uncertainly, the next logical step is to have the HPA specifically make reference to casino chips and casino tokens.

During 2003, the Federal Trade Commission is initiating a review of the HPA and soliciting comments. I have written
a letter on behalf of the club to the Federal Trade Commission.

Text of the letter to FTC:

Federal Trade Commission
Bureau of Consumer Protection
Division of Enforcement

Attn: Mr. Neil Blickman

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Mr. Blickman:

I am writing on behalf of the membership of the Casino Chips and Gaming Tokens Collectors Club (CC&GTCC).
With over 2500 members, the CC&GTCC is the largest member club of the American Numismatists Association
(ANA). As collectors of casino chips and casino tokens, we are very concerned with protecting the hobby against
counterfeiting and the introduction of non-genuine items.

Since the passing of the Hobby Protection Act (HPA) thirty years ago, there has been a remarkable change in the
numismatic hobby relating to casino chips and casino tokens. In 1973, there were few collectors and casino chips and
tokens had little collector’s value. During the 1980°s and 1990’s, the growth of legalized gaming helped spawn
growth in the hobby and caused the value of these collectibles to increase.

Casino chips and tokens have always been widely accepted and utilized numismatic items, used in exchange for cash
in casinos. These chips and tokens are the accepted currency in the casino and in many casinos, are the only items

with monetary value that can be used for gaming purposes.

At the time when the Hobby Protection Act was passed, there was not an active and organized group of citizens who
collected casino chips and casino tokens. The reason for counterfeiting these items at that time was to pass them off
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in the casino for face value. With the advent of a strong and vibrant group of collectors, many casino chips and
tokens now have a collector’s value far in excess of face value. These chips and tokens are generally from casinos
that have closed or from casinos that have issued replacements, rendering the previous issue obsolete.

We in the hobby are pleased that the Hobby Protection Act covers the broad definition of “imitation numismatic”
items, and consider casino chips and casino tokens to be fully covered under the act. But we also feel that the time
has come to amend that HPA to specifically include casino chips and casino tokens. Technological advances over the
past thirty years have made reproduction possible and the vast increase in the value in the collector’s market has
made counterfeiting much more profitable.

It certainly was not possible to anticipate the change in the industry, the technological advances and the boom in the
hobby of casino chip and token collecting three decades ago. A modification would now clarify and bring up to date

the HPA and deter those who might consider counterfeiting casino chips and tokens.

I am requesting that the Hobby Protection Act be amended to add the words “casino chips, casino tokens” to Section
304.1(f). The last line of that section would then read “Such term includes coins, tokens, paper money, casino chips,
casino tokens, and commemorative medals.”

Thank you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at the address above, by
telephone at 610-668-4273 or by email at president@ccgtce.com .

Very truly yours,

Nate Pincus
President, CC&GTCC
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Secretary’s
Report

Tyrus Mulkey

Discussion is continuing in the Chapter Presidents Council (CPC) on issues important to the Club and the
Chapters. If you haven’t received a report from your Chapter representative, ask them for details! We’ll be
meeting at the convention in June to wrap up some of the items we’ve been discussing and to put together a
new agenda for next year.

Our annual convention is quickly approaching. If you are able to make it, I encourage you to attend. It
gets bigger and better every year and this year will, once again, be a great one. Get plenty of sleep ahead of
time, wear comfortable walking shoes, and bring lots of traders!!!

I look forward to seeing you there!

Tyrus Mulkey
LM2211-21

Another Exciting Show Coming CASINORAMA

America’s PREMIER casino collectibles show will be held in Arcadia on

Saturday, Oct. 18th. 2003

Show hours are 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. $5 admission (Kids Free)
a BUY ¢ SELL ¢ TRADE &

CHIPS — TOKENS - DICE - SLOT CARDS - SILVER STRIKES — POST CARDS -
ASHTRAYS — CHINA — much more

Bid Board, Great food, Free Parking, Friendly Folks, Famous Authors of the Hobby Related Books,
Plenty of Experts to Answer Your Questions, ENJOY THE DAY WITH US!!!

ARCADIA MASONIC HALL

50 West Duarte Road, Arcadia, California

Foothill Freeway (210) South on Santa Anita to Duarte Road, or North on Santa Anita from
San Bernardino (10) Easy to Find, bring your traders

CONTACT: Jim Munding P. O. Box 4087, West Covina, CA. 91791
(626) 919-0603 for information E-Mail: MUN3335@aol.com
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Membership Officer’s
Report

As you read this in the second quarter of 2003 the convention is rapidly approaching. If you haven’t
pre-registered for the convention, banquet, poker challenge, or blackjack tournament yet, do it NOW. Time is
running out.

The first quarter was very hectic both at work at the MGM,and with club business.

Work had the end of the football season, and the Superbowl, as well as college basketball and March Madness.
Lots of overtime to buy chips with.

With the club, first quarter renewals (over 600) and online pre-registration for all that’s available for the

convention. We had 93 new members join our ranks (one a day on average) during the first quarter, and three

new life members take the plunge.

As this issue went goes press, the voting for the new officers for 2003 to 2005 is still under way. Win or
lose, I want to thank every one of you for your support the last two years.

I want to also thank my fellow officers for their support and guidance. I’ve learned much from every one of
them.

If your attending the annual convention this year, please stop my the membership table, and say hello.

If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, please feel free to email me, phone me, or write me.

Renew Your Membership
Online with
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Treasurer’s
Report

Mike Quinlivan

As of December 31, 2002, the cash balance in the club’s accounts is $141,435. For the calendar year of
2002, the Club treasury increased its cash position by $21,006 (excluding Building Fund donations of
$11,894). This includes all revenue and the expenses related to the 2002 convention, but do not include
expenses for the Winter 2002 issue of the club magazine. Some of the 2002 income and expense entries have
been classified differently than those shown in the December 16, 2002 financial statement. Please see the
accompanying financial statements for more detail related to income, expenditures, and the breakdown of the
cash accounts.

Thanks to Pam Focazio and Jim Follis, a complete physical inventory of the convention and promotional
items was accomplished prior to the end of December. Due to the results of the physical, the inventory value

was increased by $6,733, as noted in the equity section of the financial statement.

Highlights for 2002:

The establishment of separate interest bearing accounts for both the Life Membership Fund and the
Building Fund.

2-signature requirement established for all treasury accounts.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Quinlivan - Treasurer
March 15, 2003
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CASINO CHIPS & GAMING TOKENS COLLECTORS CLUB

Income & Expense/Equity Statement (cash basis)
January 1 through December 31, 2002

INCOME
Dues, including 1st class postage
Convention:
Table Fees
Auction
Registration
Banquet
Poker Tournament
Other
Convention Total
Promotion
Building Fund Donations
Magazine Advertising
Other
Interest Income
Directory Sales
Contributions

Total Income

EXPENDITURES

Convention Expenses
Magazine

Poker Tournament

Postage (Other than Magazine)
Website

Miscellaneous

Storage (Convention/Publicity)
Printing (Other than Magazine)
Insurance

Computer Expense

Telephone

Bank Charges

Promotional

Filing Fees

Donations

Total Expenditures

Net Income - 1/1/02 to 12/31/02

Beginning Equity Balance - 1/1/2002 (Restated)
Net Income - 1/1/02 to 12/31/02
Physical Inventory Adjustment

Ending Equity Balance - 12/31/02

Detail of Equity Balance - 12/31/02
General Fund
Certificate of Deposit

Life Membership Fund
Building Fund

Total Cash Available
Inventory

Ending Equity Balance - 12/31/02

Respectfully submitted by Mike Quinlivan - Treasurer

March 15, 2003

37,025
34,421
9,080
8,400
6,160

3,106

56,487
50,000
18,036
16,912

Casino CHip AND TOKEN NEws |

$53,122

98,192
14,151
11,894
8,904
1,928
224
210

65

$188,690

$87,513
$45,441
$6,380
$3,957
$3,391
$2,519
$1,670
$1,646
$930
$718
$629
$391
$340
$165
$100

$155,790
$32,900
$118,187

$32,900
$6,733

$157,820

$141,435
$16,385
$157,820
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New Members Since Last Issue

5892
5893
5894
5895
5896
5897
5898
5899
5900
5901
5901-A
5902
5903
5904
5904-A
5905
5905-A
5906
5907
5908
5909
5910
5911
5912
5913
5914
5915
5916
5917
5918
5919
5919-A
5920
5921
5922
5922-A
5923
5924
5925
5925-A
5926
5927
5927-A
5928
5929
5930
5931
5931-A
5932
5933
5934
5935

Isayama
Merryman
Baker
LaBarre
Stolte
May
Wirzman
Gratzer
Smith
Patterson
Patterson
Basso
Kaben
Shackelford
Shackelford
Phillips
Phillips
McCune
Perry
Minsterman
Gizowski
Ocker
DeVito
Horrigan
Sirard
Coombs
Colton
Beach
Langley
Borroff
Kelly
Kelly
Lightfoot
Albright
Hanagriff
Hanagriff
Soehner
Charbonneau
Petrone
Petrone
Hunter
Diamond
Diamond
Kommers
Dee
Tomazewski
Townsend
Townsend
Redwine
Elliott
Guess
Cataloni

Pedro
Bill
Randy
Philippe
Heather
Ben
Ray
John
Brad
Linda
William
Sherri
Axel
Ron
Linda
Ted
Danille

Gary

Thomas S.

William
Dan
Jonathan
Jeff
Sean
Jack
Ted
Michael
Harry
George
Chris
Anita
Kevin
Austin
Glenn
Dan
Danielle
David
Paul
Wayne
Lynn
Michael
Carole
Billy
John
Bugsy
Chris
Herb
Peggy
Don
Keith
John
John
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FL
TX
NV
NV
MD
AZ
IN
CA
OH
WI
WI
FL
Germany
CA
CA
CcO
Cco
CA
MO
NY
Co
CA
WA
TX
CA
WA
MD
CA
X
IL
TX
TX
ID
WI
LA
LA
NY
NY
PA
PA
PA
WA
WA
IL
MA
NY
AZ
AZ
TX
CA
IN
CA

web site

Hoffman, Michael
web site

web site

web site
Susong, Greg
Borenstein, Alan
web site

web site

web site

web site

web site

web site

web site

web site

web site

web site
Hughes, Andy
Wegner, Brian
Knizer, Diane
web site

Rizzo, Pete

web site

Blust, Steve
Coin World Magazine
Steffner, Jim
former member

Susong, Greg

web site

web site

Bailey, Kevin

web site

Knapp, Michael
Knapp, Michael
web site

web site

club web site

club web site
Steffner, Jim

silver strike chapter
silver strike chapter
coin world magazine
Anderson, Richard
Clem, Norman
Rizzo, Pete

Rizzo, Pete
Springer, Ellen
Campiglia, James
Anderson, Richard
Cassidy, Jim



5936
5937
5938
5939
5940
5941
5942
5943
5943-A
5944
5945
5946
5947
5948
5949
5950
5951
5952
5953
5954
5955
5956
5957
5958
5959
5960
5961
5961-A
5962
5963
5964
5965
5966
5967
5968
5969
5970
5971
5972
5972-A
5973
5974
5975
5976
5977
5978
5979
5980
5980-A
5981
5981-A
5982
5983
5984

Bottemiller
Van Horn
ODell
Murrey
Hitselberger
Terry
Lewis
Davis
Davis
Schaeffer
Rachan
Schneider Sr.
Ciaramelia
Curry
Hamada
Waterman
Johnson
Engstrom
Shwier
Barone
Rachan
Crane
Beadle
Sitarik
Terry
Hinkle
Wilson
Wilson
Swank
Forcier
Freer
Kneisley
Williams
Pavlik
Shobe
Warnock
Newman
Warosh
Heinz
Heinz
Hall
Knazek
Ostler
Cashero
Kennedy
Bernard
Petrucelly Jr.
Vesper
Vesper
Chaffin
Chaffin
Lamphier
Johnson
Conlee

Tracy
Alan
Kristina
Keith
Paul

Tod
Frank L
Charles
Carol
Howard
William
Paul
Bob
Robert
Chris
Gene
Robert E.
Beth
Pamela
Joe
Michael
Ronald J.
Bruce
Mark
Shelli
Mark
Larry
Jerri
Joel H.
Edward
Michael
Elizabeth
Heath A.
Joe
Richard M.
James
Luellen M.
James
Gary
Carol
Rick
Robert J.
Buster
Dottie
William
Gary
Robert
Bill
Karen
Robert
Kathy
Robert
George
Diane E.

WA
KS
MN
OH
MD
CA
IL
CA
CA
NJ
IL
CA
NV
NV
CA
CA
IL
ME
NV
NJ
IL
CcO
cO
CcO
CA
CA
CA
CA
OR
NH
CA
UT
TX
IL
OH
CA
CA
WI
CA
CA
CA
OH
IN
CA
CA
X
NY
NY
NY
CA
CA
FL
OR
KY

Tereno, Lloyd

Club web site

Club web site

Club web site
Hitselberger, Thomas
Rizzo, Pete

Club web site

club web site

club web site

club web site

club web site
Trimble, Gene

club web site

club web site
Hamada, Ken

club web site

club web site

Okiec, Brian
Anderson, Allan
American Chip Enterprises
Rachan, William

the chip rack

Porter, Roger

club web site

Terry, Tod

silver strike chapter
American Chip Enterprises
American Chip Enterprises
Hollibaugh, Larry
club web site

Freer, Diane

Jacob, Doug

club web site

silver strike chapter
club web site

silver strike chapter
club web site

silver strike chapter
silver strike chapter
Garrett, Henry

silver strike chapter
silver strike chapter
the Chip Rack
Feeney, Bob
Volberg, Peter

club web site

club web site

silver strike chapter
silver strike chapter
silver strike chapter
club web site
Turner, Charlie
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Last Dance Trade Session
and
Fundraising Gala

Saturday, June ogth

7 pm until midnight

The club will sponsor another swap session for any interested members. The session will
begin at 7pm and lasts until midnight, or until all traders throw in the towel, whichever comes
first. Limited refreshments will be provided.

The fundraising gala is to raise funds for the building fund. 100% of the money raised will
go into the building fund in an attempt to reach our first goal of $50,000.

There are a lot of donations coming in. Examples are:
Slot card collections
$1 chip collections
Items from casinos (room nights, etc)

Many chips and chip sets.

We encourage everyone to attend this event. There will be a cash bar, a giant trade session,
raffles and an auction of very special items.
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CHIPS OFF THE OLD BLOCK
PRE-CONVENTION SPECIALS

Something Old...
El Rancho Hotel (Wells, NV.)

$1 N3212 $5 N3213 $10 V6620
$39 $59 $295

Set of all 3 = $359

And Something New...
Jim Kelley’s Tahoe Nugget

Lake Tahoe’s Nicest Limited Edition Set Ever !!
Set of 3 = $59
Call toll-free: 1- 888-CHIPS-97 E-mail : pachipper@aol.com

Mail orders to:
Terry Lazarus; Chips Off the Oid Block; PO Box 57; Dallastown, PA. 17313

P&H: Up to $100 = $3; $100 to $299 = $4; $300+ = No Charge

Please Stop By & Say Hello...Table #33 at the Convention. See You Soon !!

CasiNo CHIP anD Token News | April - May - June 2003
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ASINO
MATCH COVER
COLLECTING

by Jim Munding

Collecting casino match covers
and match books has been one of my
favorite hobbies for years. Match
books are generally known as the
ones having the matches still in the
match book and match covers are the
ones with the matches removed.
Many collectors prefer the matches
removed because they can be housed
easily in plastic pages and in binders.
Others think collecting full match
books is better because it preserves
the original product.

Matchbooks usually contain 20 or
30 matches. The 20 strikers are the
smaller ones and the 30 strikers the
larger ones. There were also larger
size match books as well as “minia-
tures” which held 10 matches.
Match boxes are also used. Feature
matches were popular in the 1940s
and 1950s and are the ones having
words or pictures on the actual
matches. Several of the casinos in

Nevada used features on their matches.

If you have looked at Greg
Susong’s board lately on the Internet
you have seen the vast array on
matches used by the various casinos
over the years. Several collectors put
pictures from their collections on the
bulletin board to share with others.

To start collecting today, simply
pick up a few books at casinos near
you and then offer to trade your

duplicates. It is a fun and inexpen-
sive way to collect casino items. If
you choose to collect match covers
and want to collect “match covers”,
be very careful when removing the
staple to remove the matches. It is
very easy to damage the match cover.

I have found that many of our club
members do collect matches, but
there is a large group of people that
collect casino matches that never
heard of our club. There are several
match cover only clubs that I would
be happy to refer you to if you are
interested.

Included with this article are
several pictures from some downtown
Las Vegas casinos....many are gone
now, but having these in my collec-
tion helps me picture what it must
have been like years ago.

If you are a collector and want to
do some trading, look me up at
CASINORAMA, the Hollywood Park
show or the Convention. I will have a
bunch looking for new homes. If I
can be of assistance to you, please
contact me at mun3335@aol.com,
or write to me at
P.O. Box 4087,

West Covina, CA. 91791
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JOB TRAINING

ACADEMY

by Allan Anderson

The Reno Tahoe “Job Training Academy” began operations in Reno, Nevada on November 17th, 1977 as Sierra
Square Dealers School and later as Reno Tahoe Gaming Academy. Originally opened by Club Cal-Neva Casino for the
basic training of it’s dealers, the school became a stepping stone for promising students that went on to become casino
dealers, school instructors and later casino supervisors and surveillance personnel. The demand for trained professionals
in the casino industry has grown steadily with the spread of gaming across the country.

Chips from both schools have been found lately and has generated a new interest in chips from dealer schools.

Reno Tahoe Gaming Academy
$1, Purple, H&C, HS Gold
$5, Red, H&C, HS Gold
$25, White, H&C, HS Gold

Sierra Square Dealing School
$1, Blue, H&C, HS Gold
$5, Red, H&C, HS Gold

$25, Green, H&C, HS Gold

\ ACADEMY

o
[ T |
b Q:BAMING?“ _ ( $25.0_0
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We design and manufacture casino chip and token display products factory-
direct, priding ourselves on delivering the very best in quality, beauty and value,

all with fast and courteous service. The pioneer in casino chip display products,
we look forward to adding you to our long list of satisfied customers!

If you haven't yet, you owe it to yourself to visit our website,
http://www.cassidyframes.com
Just some of what you'll find there are:
e Six moulding styles (and counting) to choose from e
e Many different size and color configurations e
e The largest selection of casino chip keychains and money clips ¢
e Hygrade binders, display and storage solutions e
e Air-tite chip and token holders and much, MUCH MORE! e
but perhaps most important,

a page devoted entirely to unsolicited testimonials! e

Our secure online shopping cart features "Secure Socket Layer” (SSL) encryption
of all your personal information. The shopping cart also accepts all major credit
cards, checks and money orders. PayPal is also accepted through our shopping

cart! Everything we offer comes backed with a full 100% money-back satisfaction
guarantee!

Cassidy Frames
P. O. Box 157

West Boylston, MA 01583-0157

(800) 941-4491 » (508) 829-3415 fax
mail@cassidyframes.com email
www.cassidyframes.com website

THE Source
For Casino Chip
Displa\l Products

& MORE!

Jim Cassidy, CC&GTCC#: R-1221

Stop by and visit us at table 103 during
the CC&GTCC 11th Annual Convention,
June 25-28th, 2003 at the Tropicana
Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV
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Convention

2003 Update

Do you have your hotel room
booked at the Tropicana, airline tick-
ets in hand, traveler’s checks pur-
chased, a long chip want list made
out, and are you ready for some
FUN? Then you’re good to go — to
the 111 Annual CC&GTCC
Convention and Show at the
Tropicana, June 25t to the 28th,

The convention will have some-
thing for everyone... chips, tokens,
casino memorabilia, ashtrays, dice,
slot cards, silver strikes, educational
exhibits, seminars, trading sessions,
and best of all — great people.

The Tropicana Hotel & Casino is
ready, willing, and able assist the club
in presenting a first class convention.

Pre-Registration

Once again, pre-registration is
offered to those who would like to
eliminate standing in long lines when
the show opens. There will be four
lines this year broken up alphabetical-
ly to make the process even smoother
and faster than last year. Your pre-
registration envelope will contain
your show badge, banquet tickets (if
ordered), poker and blackjack
tournament table assignments (if
participating), a show program, and
any coupons, announcements,
give-a-ways, and freebies that we can
accumulate.

Price is the same as last year, only
$10. This price saves you $5 over the
three day admission. A photo ID with
address will be required to pick up
your packet, and each person MUST

by Jim Steffner, Convention Chairman

pick up their own packet. No packets
will be mailed to non-attendees.
Children under 12 years of age will
not need to pre-register but if they
will be attending the show, please list
their names and ages on the form as
we will have special junior goodie
packets available that will contain
items especially for our junior
collectors. Pre-registration packets
can be picked up after 9AM on
Wednesday June 25, 2003.

The contract signing table dealer
will receive one pre-registration as
outlined in the contract. Table helpers
must order a pre-registration packet if
desired. The registration form is
included in this issue of the magazine.
One form covers pre-registration,
banquet, and poker and blackjack
tournament. Postmark deadline for
pre-registration is May 15, 2003.
Don’t be left out, be sure your
registration is POSTMARKED before
May 15th, or it will be returned.

This year you can pay for your
pre-registration, banquet, blackjack
tournament, and poker tournament
with your credit card — VISA or
MasterCard only. Enter credit card
information at the bottom of the form.
Observe the postmark deadline —
MAY 15% 2003.

Hotel Reservations

Hotel room rates are $45 per night,
Sunday through Thursday and $99
per night for Friday & Saturday.
These rates are good for June 20
through July 01, 2003 for those who
wish to arrive early. The club uses the
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number of booked room nights to
negotiate our next contract. The
weekday rate has been reduced based
on the number of members who
stayed at the Tropicana last year.
Thank you! It is always more conven-
ient to stay in the hotel where the
show is being held. The room
elevators are only a few feet from the
showroom, banquet, exhibits and
meetings.

A room reservation form is included
in this issue of the magazine. Please
use the form when registering by
mail. If you choose to phone in your
reservation be sure to mention the
“code number” to insure you get the
proper rate and the club gets credit
for your stay. Ask for your confirma-
tion number and check back in a few
weeks to make sure your reservation
is in the system correctly. Deadline
for reservations is May 28th, 2003 or
until our block of rooms have been
filled.

Exhibits

The exhibits will be of both
competitive and non-competitive
nature and there is no charge for
entering an exhibit, but you must
contact Joe Shaw, Exhibit Chairman
to reserve a space. Showcases are
provided free of charge for those who
need one for their exhibit. We look
forward to having some excellent
presentations. I have heard ramors of
a gigantic display of $2.50 chips,
really something to see. If you have
any questions regarding the exhibits,
or wish to reserve a space, contact
Joe Shaw, databzr@casino-chip.com



Early Bird Banquet and
Trade Session

The banquet is scheduled for
Wednesday June 25th, 2003. This is
one of the most popular events during
the convention and seats fill up fast,
remember seating is limited. We have
added some additional seating this
year, so hopefully no one will have to
be turned away. The registration form
is in this issue of the magazine. One
form covers pre-registration, banquet,
blackjack and poker tournaments. You
can sign up for individual seats which
are on a first come, first seated basis,
or full tables of 10 seats are available
at $250.00 if you would like to be
sure to be seated with friends. With
the full table reservations your full
payment must accompany the form
with all ten names and member
numbers listed.

The cost for the event will be $25
per person, same as last year. We are
planning on having several serving
lines, food available for a guaranteed
time, fabulous desserts, and more
seating than last year. Don’t wait,
send in your reservations today. For
any members who returned the form
from the last issue of the magazine,
there was an error of the banquet
price listed on the form. If you paid
the $35.00 you will receive a refund
script in your registration envelope
which can be redeemed at the show
either through one of the dealers, at
the club promotional table, or used
toward your membership renewal. If
you signed up for the banquet, but did
not pre-register, your banquet tickets
can be picked up at the pre-registration
booth.

Remember, all attendees MUST be
club members, so if you are bringing
a spouse or friend who is not a
member and has not joined the club,
be sure they do so ahead of time.

Associate membership is only $5.00.
There will be no chance to join on
Wednesday. Each person must pick
up their own tickets with proper ID,
as above. There will be NO tickets
sold at the door. You MUST reserve
your seats in advance. Don’t delay,
once all seat are filled, checks will be
returned. Postmark deadline is May
15, 2003 or until all seats have been
sold, whichever comes first.

When the banquet ends at about
8pm, the room will be opened to all
members for the trade session until
midnight. The banquet and trade
session is a member’s only event.

Our banquet speaker this year will
be the living legend of Las Vegas,
Claudine Williams who owned the
Silver Slipper and the Holiday
Casino. Claudine is presently on the
Board of Directors of Harrah’s.

If you have any questions about
the banquet please contact Wayne
Thompson,
wayne @casinocheques.com,
859-252-5626.

Poker Challenge

The poker tournament will be held
at the Palms Hotel & Casino. The
action starts Thursday, June 26th at
8:00pm. The room will be set up for

14 tables or maximum of 154 players.

Another special set of tournament
chips is planned. Watch for details.

Advance signups are available by
using the same form as for
pre-registration and the banquet that
can be found in this issue of the
magazine. Cost is $55 per player
(regular member or associate, age 21
and over), which includes $25 buy-in
+ $20 fee to Orleans + $10 for 1 set
of the 2003 Tournament chips.
Tournament will have optional 1 time
$20 rebuy at the tournament. Players

can also sign up at the convention if
seats are still available. Table and seat
assignments will be randomly
assigned as the forms are received.

Additional sets of chips (maximum
S per person) are available for $15
per set, pre-paid or at the convention.
Direct any questions to Bob Pardue,

librarian@ccgtcc.com

Blackjack Tournament

The First Annual CC&GTCC
Blackjack Tournament will be held at
the Palms, starting at Noon on
Wednesday June 25th, and ending by
Spm. Location will be Pit #3.

Entry fee is $75.00 per player,
open to CC&GTCC members and
associate members, age 21 and over.
There will be a maximum of 108
players. Your entry also gets you
some nice gifts and a set of commem-
orative tournament chips.

See the related article in this issue
for all the details. Another great fun
event for convention attendees. Direct
any questions to Bob Pardue,

librarian@ccgtcc.com

Chapter Meeting Rooms

Rooms are available for Chapter
meetings throughout the convention.
If any of the chapters, or any member
in good standing would like to make
use of this space for a meeting or
presentation please contact Jim
Steffner to reserve a time.

Call 440-647-4335 or e-mail
convention @ccgtce.com

The Deep South Chapter, Colorado
Chapter, and the Silver Strike Chapter
have already scheduled meetings
during the convention. The Silver
Strikers will have special guest
speakers Gene Trimble of the Palms,
and Hal Welch representing the

CasiNo CHIP AND Token News | April - May - June 2003 27



California and Main Street Casinos at
one of their meetings. In addition the
newly formed Slot Card and Room
Key Chapter will be hosting a mem-
ber’s only swap meet on Wednesday
from 9am to Noon. They will also
offer raffles and grab bags.
Memberships will be available at the
door.

Trading Sessions

Several trading sessions will be
held throughout the convention. Each
morning starting at 8am and lasting
until the show opens at 10am. Trade

till your hearts content. Several
evening sessions are planned as well.
Check the schedule at the show for
exact times and locations.
REMEMBER - these are trade
sessions. NO OUTRIGHT SELLING.
If you are caught, you will be asked
to leave the room and will not be able
to participate in future trade sessions
for the remainder of the convention.
If these infractions continue, trade
sessions may have to be reduced or
eliminated. Bring a few binders, don’t
monopolize the whole table, and have
fun.

Last Dance Swap Meet & Building
Fund Gala Extravaganza

On Saturday, June 28th, after the
conclusion of the convention, the club
will sponsor another swap session for
any interested members. The session
will begin at 7pm and lasts until
midnight or until all traders throw in
the towel, whichever comes first. We
will have a cash bar available and the
club will provide refreshments. See
an associated article in this issue for
more details on the Building Fund
event. Plan on staying Saturday night,
you won’t want to miss this.

YOUR SHIP HAS COME

IN AND YOUR CHIP
GUIDE IS ON IT!!!

This limited first edition will
be available at the Casino
Chip Convention at the
Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas
on June 25-28, 2003. This 60
page guide contains over 725
full color current and
obsolete cruise ship chips
with values. RSVP to reserve
your copy by calling

Patty Smith at 818-784-5076
or John Long at 480-391-1064

Cruise Ships
and their

Casino Chips

Patty Smith and John Long
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Help Wanted

Part time positions open for dedicated club members. No experience necessary. Positions require only a few
hours during the convention. No salary, but the benefits are great. Join your fellow club members in making
the 2003 convention one of the best ever.

Special events coordinator

Las Vegas area resident who can assist with events and programs for convention attendees who are not
collectors.

Contact Jim Steffner, convention @ccgtcc.com 440-647-4335

Show set-up and teardown

Help needed on Tuesday morning before the show opens and again late Saturday afternoon after the show

closes. Involves putting up signs, handling table covers, distributing showcases, etc.
Contact Paul Bender, pbender134 @aol.com if you would like to help.

Registration

Assist the registration crew in handing out pre-registration packets, registering members at the convention, and
handling daily admissions. A few hours at a time would be a big help.
Contact Brenda Black, ablack2 @optonline.net

Club raffle

Help is needed in running and promoting the club raffle. No stress, work a few hours at a time. Just sit & sell
raffle tickets and help draw winning tickets.
Contact Ralph Myers, Membership Officer, membership@ccgtcc.com

Membership table

Easy work, no lifting, just promote the club to prospective members and help sign them up for membership.
Contact Ralph Myers, Membership Officer, membership@ccgtcc.com

Club promotion table
Assist with providing club promotional items such as chips, medals, shirts, jackets, etc. to show visitors and

members.
Contact Pam Focazio, promotions@ccgtcc.com 702-316-8697 to leave a message.
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List of Exhibitors & Floor Plan
2003 CC&GTCC Convention
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Bill Judge

CT Coins

CT Coins

C T Coins

CC&GTCC Club Table

CC&GTCC Club & Chapter Table

Barry Weintraub

Barry Weintraub

Dick Allard — Vegas Casino Art

Tom Pleau Coast to Coast News Magazine
Tom Pleau Coast to Coast News Magazine
Tom Pleau Coast to Coast News Magazine

Bob Feeney

Doug Saito — Chip Chat

Doug Saito — Chip Chat

Steve Passalacqua T.D.S. Antique Gambling Chips
Allen Banick — Cochips.com

Jack Haddock

Ron Minsberg

Scott Hartman “The Chip Man”

CC&GTCC Club Table

CC&GTCC Club Table

Michael Spinetti — Spinetti's

Ralph Strandwold - Ivory and Clay Poker Chips
Dale Seymour — Past Pleasures

Gerald Birl — R..I.C.H. - Roulette Intl. Chip Hunters
Stan & Betty Wilker

Larry & Fran Betker

Henry G. Garrett

Joe Dolce

Vince Mowry — B&V Coins

Terry Lazarus — Chips Off The Old Block

Gary Shepherd

Gary Shepherd

Jim Munding — Casinorama

Doug Deems

Ted Brown

James Campiglia — Casino Rarities

Bob DeWitt — DeWitt Enterprises

Ken Hallenbeck — Hallenbeck Coin Gallery
Rick Lonski — Casino Fun Distributing Services
Frank Lonteen

Peter Nathan — Florida's Chipman

Wayne Thompson — Averill/Perlowski/Thompson
David D. Sarles

Walter Dirzulaitis

Steve Goodrich — Goodrich/Johannes

Joe Benoni — Casino Chip Enterprises

Earl Donley — Donley’s Books

D. P. Bracken — Bracken 711

Dennis Finn — Dennis Finn Silver Strikes
Kenny Stewart — Chip N Sales

Michael Spinetti — Spinetti's

Cameron Kessinger — CRK Enterprises

57
58

59

60
61
62
63

64
65
66
67
68
69

70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108

Jeff Laudeman — Dice Man / Pioneer Enterprises
Joel Reznick — Frog Pond Collectibles /
Cunningham Exonumia

Joel Reznick — Frog Pond Collectibles /
Cunningham Exonumia

Paul Cunningham — Cunningham Exonumia
Stephen Piccolo — Knalp, Sarra, & Piccolo
Stephen Piccolo — Knalp, Sarra, & Piccolo
Howard Kaplan — Howard's Cruise & ForeignChips/
Ed Hoffman Silver Strikes

John Rauzy

Walt Gonski

Steve Zacchi — Great Casino Chips.com

Steve McLendon — Steve's Casino Chips

Bob Hayden — Oldmanchipper

Russ Diaz — Russ Diaz & Andrew Miller Casino
Chips & Collectibles

Eric Rosenblum — New York Chip Connection
Eric Rosenblum — New York Chip Connection
Ernie Wheelden

Dennis Foltz

Al Poluyanskis — Lucky To Boat

Steve Covey — Roseville Recycling
Paul Sax

Allan Myers/Travis H.D. Lewin

Mark & Myma Lighterman

Robert Cook — Wilcox Enterprises
Dean Porter — Dino’s Chips

Rick Olsen — Vintage Dice

Rick Olsen — Vintage Dice

Dwight Harouff — Skip's Chips & Strikes
Douglas Jacob

Robert Ensley — Bob's Gaming Trinkets
Dean Richmond — Casino Collectibles
Steven Cutler — Nevada Gold Treasures, Inc.
Howard Herz — Gaming Archaeology
Lenny Busha — Lennie’s Collectibles
Jim Rauzy — Diamond Jim's

Jim Rauzy — Diamond Jim's

Dick Brach

Bruce Landau

Jim Episale — Unshredded Nostalgia
Tami Mills — Jackpot Auction

Dan Mills — Jackpot Auction

Norman Clem

Norman Clem

Janice O’Neal — O’Neal/Karli

Jerry O’Neal — O’Neal/Karli

Jeff Veres

Jim Cassidy — Cassidy Frames

Peter Van der Kar

Mitch Heller — A Chip For You And Me
Chris Colangelo — Tiny Treasures, Inc.
Josh Shore — www dice702.com

Bud Meyer — Meyer’s Antiques
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List of Exhibitors & Their Specialties
2003 CC&GTCC Convention

Bill Judge Casino items

Charles Rodgers Full line of supplies for the collector along with 10000 chips & tokens ctcoins@aol.com
Charles Rodgers Full line of supplies for the collector along with 10000 chips & tokens

Charles Rodgers Full line of supplies for the collector along with 10000 chips & tokens

Barry Weintraub Nevada chips, California chips, Slot Cards barrychip@aol.com

Barry Weintraub Nevada chips, California chips, Slot Cards

Dick Allard Cathouse chips, new & obsolete chips & tokens, framed chip sets, casino memorabilia.
vagascasinoart@pahrump.com

Tom Pleau Casino chips, gaming tokens, silver strikes, magazines

Tom Pleau Casino chips, gaming tokens, silver strikes, magazines

Tom Pleau Casino chips, gaming tokens, silver strikes, magazines

Bob Feeney Casino chips, matchbooks, ceramic casino items. chips250@aol.com

Doug Saito Nevada & California chips, Atlantic city, Colorado & foreign chips. Postcards, matchbooks.
Doug Saito Nevada & California chips, Atlantic city, Colorado & foreign chips. Postcards, matchbooks.
Steve Passalacqua Casino collectibles, Crest & Seal chips. tds4chips @ webtv.net

Allen Banick Chips & tokens from Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, South Dakota, cruise ships & international.
allen @cochips.com

Jack Haddock Silver Strikes jackhaddock@mindspring.com

Ron Minsberg Silver Strikes

Scott Hartman Chips, gaming antiques, supplies scott@chipman.com

Michael Spinetti Chips finnetti@aol.com

Ralph Strandweld Ivory & Clay poker chips strandwold @aol.com

Dale Seymour Poker chips, antique gambling chips, books, gambling items. seymourdg @aol.com
Gerald Birl Roulette chips, casino chips, tokens, casino collectibles jerrybirl2mchsi.com

Stan & Betty Wilker Antique gaming chips, casino collectible materials. two4asgdea@yahoo.com
Larry & Fran Betker Chips, hotel memorabilia. flash @intermind.net

Henry Garrett Casino chips, especially Nevada & Cuba, Ivory & MOP chips, tokens, postcards suprrsting @aol.com

Joe Dolce Casino collectibles, Crest & Seal chips. joechips @earthlink.net

Vince Mowery Casino chips, tokens, memorabilia, slot cards, dice, playing cards, postcards, silver strikes. bvinlv@aol.com
Terry Lazarus Obsolete & current Nevada chips, Hard Rock, grand openeing, & illegal chips pachipper@aol.com

Gary Shepherd Nevada, riverboat, South Dakota, California, & Indian reservation chips, Nevada Silver Strikes.
Gary Shepherd Nevada, riverboat, South Dakota, California, & Indian reservation chips, Nevada Silver Strikes.
Jim Munding Slot cards, chips, room keys, postcards. mun3335@aol.com

Doug Deems Chips, misc. casino collectibles fauxma@ctaz.com

Ted Brown Old chips, Nevada and elsewhere wtbibr@aol.com

James Campiglia Better obsolete casino chips jvcinsb@cox.net

Bob DeWitt Casino chips & tokens, mostly Colorado. Acrylic holders. chipntoken @aol.com

Ken Hallenbeck Casino chips & tokens, misc gaming related items. ken @ myfavoritecoinstore.com

Rick Lonski Vegas & Michigan casino chips, slot cards, limeted edition chips. casino @ameritech.net

Frank Lonteen Nevada chips, ashtrays, other casino items.

Peter Nathan Casino chips, all denominations, world wide, specializing in fractionals, $1 & $2.50, US, Caribbean and Canada

vegaspetie@aol.com
Wayne Thompson Chips & Chips wayne@residentialmortgage.com
David Sarles Obsolete & rare Nevada casino chips. arrowdie @aol.com

Walter Dirzulaitis US & foreign chips, tokens, & slotcards. waltjd13 @aol.com

Steve Goodrich Chips - Nevada, California, Northwest, & illegal. stevemipaw @turbonet.com

Joe Benon Chips

Earl Donley Token & Slot Card books, misc gaming tokens, misc casino stuff. cmdonley @thegrid.net

D.P. Bracken Chips, slot tokens, ashtrays, dice, keychains, slot machine glass, glassware bracken77 @earthlink.com

Dennis Finn Silver Strikes dfinn2 @earthlink.net
Kenny Stewart Obsolete & collectiuble casino chips. vegal @lvem.com
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Michael Spinetti Chips

Cameron Kessinger Chips, tokens, ashtrays, ephemera, all typoes of older casino memorabilia. chips4cam @aol.com
Jeff Laudeman Nevada & California chips, dice. diceman @diceman.net

Joel Reznick Chips, tokens, gaming memorabilia. theribit@aol.com

Joel Reznick Chips, tokens, gaming memorabilia.

Paul Cunningham Chips, tokens, gaming memorabilia.

Stephen Piccolo Casino chips, ashtrays, slot cards, decanters, signs, etc. spiccolo@prodigy.net

Stephen Piccolo Casino chips, ashtrays, slot cards, decanters, signs, etc.

Howard Kaplan Cruise ships & fireign chips, tokens, silver strikes. kkaplan@cfl.rr.com

John Rauzy Casino chips, ashtrays, china, etc

Walt Gonski Obsolete chips, mostly nevada. Illegals, ivories, slot cards, room keys, roulette chips. slotchief@aol.com
Steve Zacchi Chips, Silver Strikes, tokens, casino memorabilia, dice, cards, etc. steve@greatcasinochips.com
Steve McLendon Casino chips, prints & photos of old Nevada clubs. chipman@cwnet.com

Bob Hayden Casino chips & tokens. oldmanchipper @yahoo.com

Russ Diaz Chips, casino plates, etc. rndiaz@rcn.com

Eric Rosenblum Casino decanters & umbrellas lesr@optonline.net

Eric Rosenblum Casino decanters & umbrellas

Ernie Wheelden Chips - Las Vegas, Reno, Tahoe, California, Illegal, Foreign ewheelden@prodigy.net
Dennis Foltz Chips, tokens, gaming items.

Al Poluyanskis Chips, tokens, postcards, El Rancho Vegas cancelled checks, pinbacks, keychains, jackets, t-shirts, matches,
slotcards. luckytoboat@aol.com

Steve Covey Chips & gaming collectibles.

Paul Sax Chips & Slot Cards paul @xenic/net

Allen Myers Casino chips - all tyopes & illegals, poker chips- clay, ivory, MOP, books - TGT & TCR.
myersmyers @insightbb.com

Mark Lighterman Florida chips, slot tokens, slotcards, chips from all over. mlighter@bellsouth.net

Robert Cook Chips & tokens from riverboats, indians, Deadwood, and Colorado. robert@wlcxnt.com

Dean Porter Poker chips chipperdean @ prodigy.net

Rick Olsen Casino dice, ashtrays, postcards, chips, casino memorabilia. vintagedice @hotmail.com

Rick Olsen Casino dice, ashtrays, postcards, chips, casino memorabilia.

Dwight Harouff Chips, ashtrays, silver strikes, & misc. goldplated @aol.com

Douglas Jacob Silver strikes, ashtrays, playing cards. djacobl-232-d @webtv.net

Robert Ensley Casino chips, antique chips, Nevada-postcards, related paper, menu’s, matchbooks, etc., trinkets, swizzle sticks,

lighters, etc. robertnfaye @ msn.com
Dean Richmond High quality, moderately priced casino collectibles. jodean @pioneer.net

Steven Cutler Casino collectibles. legendmaker@lvem.com

Howard Herz Chips, tokens, misc. collectibles, books chipmaster@chipmaster.com
Lenny Busha Colorado chips & tokens lennie @citlink.net

Jim Rauzy Chips, ashtrays, china, dice, decanters, etc. kraquzy3903 @aol.com

Jim Rauzy Chips, ashtrays, china, dice, decanters, etc.

Dick Brach Casino chips, silver strikes, slot cards & room keys. cabodick @aol.com
Bruce Landau Nevada obsolete chips. brucechips@aol.com

Jim Episale Casino ephemera, posters, photos, magazines, brochures, postcards, menues, programs, etc.
jime @unshreddednostalgia.com

Tami Mills Website promotion dan @jackpotauctions.com

Dan Mills Website promotion dan@jackpotauctions.com

Norman Clem Casino collectibles

Norman Clem Casino collectibles norman @shipzu.com

100 Janice O.Neal Chips, tokens, silver strikes, casino matches

101 Jerry O’Neal Chips, tokens, silver strikes, casino matches

102 Jeff Veres Variety of chips from all over

103 Jim Cassidy Casino chip & token display frames. jim @cassidyframes.com

104 Peter Van der Kar Silver Strikes pvdkar@cs.com

105 Mitch Heller Slot cards, chips, and casino related collectibles cmrheller@aol.com
106 Chris Colangelo Casino chips, display frames. chris @tinytreasures.com

107 Josh Shore Hard Rock chips dice702 @aol.com

108 Bud Meyer Nevada, California, & Crest & Seal chips. junkman3 @earthlink.com
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9:00 AM

9:00 AM

12:00 NOON

4:00 PM

5:30 PM

8:00 PM

11:00 PM

7:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:30 AM

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

Convention Schedule

Wednesday — June 25th, 2003

Registration Opens - Dealers and Members

Slot Card/Room Key Chapter Meeting

Hawaiian Room 1 & 2
9AM to 11AM - Chapter Members Only
Meeting, Raffle. Memberships Available at Door
11AM to 4PM - Open Swap session

General Trade Session

Hawaiian Room 3 & 4
9AM to 4PM - Trade Session - No Sales

Dealer Setup Begins - DEALER CREDENTIALS REQUIRED FOR ENTRY
CC&GTCC Blackjack Tournament

Palms Resort-Casino — until 5:00 PM

Slot Card/Room Key Swap Session Closes
General Trade Session Closes

Early Bird Banquet - TICKETED EVENT —- ADVANCE PURCHASE ONLY
Caribbean Ballroom

Member Trade Session Opens
Caribbean Ballroom

Dealer Setup Closes

Thursday — June 26th 2003

Dealer Setup Continues - DEALER CREDENTIALS REQUIRED FOR ENTRY

General Trade Session
Hawaiian Room - until 10:00 AM

Educational Forum
Caribbean Ballroom

Registration Opens
Opening Ceremonies — 2003 Show Begins

South Pacific Ballroom
General Trade Session Closes
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Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collector’s Club

June 25,2003
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Palms Casino - Pit #3

31700 FIRST
PLACE PRIZE™

*Based on 108 players

All players receive a
complimentary set of
tournament chips plus a
Palms hat and T-shirt.

Entry fee $75 per player. Open to CC&GTCC
members and associate members only.

4327\, Flamingo Road
. Las Vegas, NV 89103
N 702-942-7777
Toll Free: 866-942-7777
Tomc iz www.palms.com

June 26,2003
8:00 p.m.
Palms Casino Poker Room

52,287 FIRST
PILACE PRIZE™

*Based on 154 players

All players receive a
complimentary set of
tournament chips plus a
Palms hat and T-shirt.

Buy in $55 per player. Open to CC&GTCC
members and assoclate members only.

Commemarative KISS Casino Chips Available
At Casino Cage and on all table games
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4:00 PM Silver Strike Chapter Forum
Caribbean Ballroom — until 6:00 PM

5:00 PM Colorado Chapter Meeting
Hawaiian Rooms
5:30 PM Show Floor Entrance Closed — EXIT ONLY
6:00 PM Show in Recess — until 10:00 AM Friday
6:30 PM Annual Club Business Meeting

Caribbean Ballroom

8:00 PM General Trade Session
Hawaiian Rooms
Silver Strike Chapter Meeting
Caribbean Ballroom

5th Annual Poker Challenge
Palms Casino
Show Floor Secured

Friday — June 27th, 2003

8:00 AM General Trade Session
Hawaiian Rooms - until 10:00 AM

DEALERS WITH CREDENTIALS MAY ENTER SHOWROOM

8:30 AM Educational Seminar
Caribbean Ballroom

9:00 AM Registrtaion Opens
10:00 AM Show Floor Opens to MembersS

General Trade Session Closes
10:30 AM Deep South Chapter Meeting

Hawaiian Rooms
4:30 PM Show Floor Entrance Closed — EXIT ONLY
5:00 PM Show in Recess — until 10:00 AM Saturday
6:00 PM General Trade Session

Hawaiian Rooms — until 9:00 PM
6:30 PM Annual Club Auction Begins

Caribbean Ballroom
Show Floor Secured
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Saturday — June 28th, 2003

8:00 AM DEALERS WITH CREDENTIALS MAY ENTER SHOW FLOOR

General Trade Session
Hawaiian Room —until 10:00 AM

8:30 AM Eductaional Seminar
Caribbean Ballroom

9:00 AM Registration Opens

10:00 AM Show Floor Opens to Members

3:30 PM Show Floor Entrance Closed — EXIT ONLY

4:00 PM 2003 Show Closes

6:00 PM ALL DEALERS MUST VACATE SHOW FLOOR
7:00 PM “Last Dance” Trade Session and

Gala Building Fund Raising Event
Caribbean Ballroom
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NEVADA,
CUBA

& MANY OTHER AREAS
BUYING and SELLING

I Buy Deals
I Sell Discount Collections

I Build Dealer &

; Mother of Pearl
Collector Groupings other of Pear

Ivory, Clay
& Crest and Seal
Poker Chips

HENRY GARRETT
P.O. Box 4334
North Hollywood, CA 91617
Phone (818) 989-0760
E-Mail: suprrsting@aol.com

ROBERT EISENSTADT
140 Cadman Plaza West #26C
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel (718) 625-3553
Fax (718) 522-1087
E-Mail: chips@ix.netcom.com
www.antiquegamblingchips.com
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Club Merchandise

Official Convention Chips & Medal Sets

2002 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze, $18.00 - Silver,
$25.00 Set of 2

2001 Official Convention Medal g+ : Mﬁzw}kc‘a
$7.00 - Bronze, $18.00 - Silver, .,J,,ﬁ&@m
$25.00 Set of 2 N

2000 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze, $1800 - Silver,
$25.00 Set of 2

1999 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze, $18.00 - Silver,
$22.00 Set of 2

1998 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze, $18.00 - Silver,
$22.00 Set of 2

1997 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze, $18.00 - Silver
$22.00 Set of 2

1996 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze, $18.00 - Silver
$22.00 Set of 2

1995 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze,
$20.00 Set of 2 (Silver)

1994 Official Convention Medal
$7.00 - Bronze,
$20.00 Set of 2 (Silver)

Packaged sets are available from 1994 thru 2002
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2002 Convention Chip
$4.00

2001 Convention Chip
$4.00

2000 Convention Chip
$4.00

1999 Convention Chip
$4.00

1995 Convention Chip
$4.00

1996 Convention Chip
- $4.00

2002 Poker Tournament Set
$15.00 - 5 chip Set

2001 Poker Tournament Set
$15.00 - 5 chip Set

2002 Convention Pin

$4.00
gZOOIOConvention Pin Member Pin
: New and Old Style
$5.00
2000 Convention Pin CCAGTCL
$3.00 i /%
- 4 312”
ég 9: OConventwn Pin e ANNUAL Embroidered Patch
: CONVENTION $4.00
1998 Convention Pin JOING Top
$3.00 7
One color
Logo Sticker
égsgo Convention Pin $1.00

Five color
Logo Sticker
$1.00
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Convention T-Shirts

2002 Official T-Shirt
XXL - $15.00
M, L, XL - $11.00

2001 Official T-Shirt
XXL - $15.00
M, L, XL - $11.00

2000 Official T-Shirt
XXL - $11.00
M, L, XL - $10.00

1999 Official T-Shirt
XXL - $11.00
M, L, XL - $10.00

1998 Official T-Shirt
Limited Sizes - $10.00

1997 Official T-Shirt
Limited Sizes - $10.00

Polo Shirts

Misc. Colors with Pockets
XXL - $27.00

M, L, XL - $25.00

Misc. Colors without Pockets
XXL - $26.00

SM, M, L, XL - $24.00

Embossed Denim Tee Shirt
Blue or Green Washed Denim
$14.00
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Embossed Denim Jacket
Heavyweight

$49.95

11 inch gold rim battery
operated clock with club logo

Volume 6 issue 3
Volume 6 issue 4
Volume 7 issue 1
Volume 7 issue 2
Volume 7 issue 3
Volume 8 issue 1
Volume 8 issue 2
Volume 8 issue 3
Volume 8 issue 4
Volume 9 issue 2
Volume 9 issue 3
Volume 10 issue 1
Volume 10 issue 2
Volume 10 issue 3
Volume 10 issue 4

$25.00

Volume 11 issue 1
Volume 11 issue 2
Volume 11 issue 3
Volume 11 issue 4
Volume 12 issue 1
Volume 12 issue 2
Volume 12 issue 3
Volume 12 issue 4
Volume 13 issue 1
Volume 13 issue 2
Volume 13 issue 3
Volume 13 issue 4

Volume 14 issue 1
Volume 14 issue 2
Volume 14 issue 3
Volume 14 issue 4
Volume 15 issue 1
Volume 15 Issue 2
Volume 15 Issue 3

$6.95 each postage paid
Call for prices on multiple

copies

Casino Chip Auction Catalogs
oy

(with prices realized)

Mail orders to:

Embossed Tote Bag
Blue Washed Denim 1994 1998
$14.00 1995 1999
1996
1997 $10 each postage paid
Make checks payable to:
CC&GTCC

Pam Focazio, Club Promotions
5466 Jacobs Field St.
Las Vegas, NV 89148
promotions @ccgtcc.com

Shipping and handling charges within the continental U.S.
Total cost of order up to $5.00 add $1.50; up to $10.00 add $3.00; up to $25.00 add $5.95; up to $50.00 add $6.95; up to $100.00 add $8.95

Nevada Residents subject to 7.25% sales tax
All prices subject to change without notice.
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CC&GTCC Wooden Issues

A.N.A. Club Meeting Souvenirs

1992 Official Club Chip “5” issued for the 1992 ANA convention

$3.00 ea.

1989 “Two Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Pittsburg, Pa $1.00 ea.
1991 “Four Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Chicago, 11 . $1.00 ea.
1992 “Five Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Orlando, Fl . $1.00 ea.
1993 “Six Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Baltimore, Md . $1.00 ea.
1994 “Seven Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Detroit, Mi . $1.00 ea.
1995 “Eight Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Anaheim, Ca . $1.00 ea.
1996 “Nine Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Denver, Co . $1.00 ea.
1997 “Ten Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar New York, N.Y . $1.00 ea.
1998 “Eleven Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Portland, Or . $1.00 ea.
1999 “Twelve Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar Chicago, 11. $1.00 ea.
2000 “Thirteen Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar ~ Philadelphia, Pa . $1.00 Ea.
2001 “Fourteen Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar  Atlanta, Ga . $1.00 ea.
2002 “Fifteen Wooden Dollars” ANA club wooden dollar New York, N.Y. $1.00 ea

Miscellaneous Club Wood Issues

1993 Official CC&GTCC 1st Convention Wood dollar (Gold or Silver color) $1.00 ea.
1994, 1995, or 1996 Official (2nd, 3rd, or 4th) CC&GTCC Convention Wood dollar $1.00 ea.
1997 Official CC&GTCC 5th Convention Wood Dollar (Blue Hot Stamped) $1.00ea.
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 or 2002 Official (6th, 7th, 8th, 9th or 10th)

CC&GTCC Convention Wood Dollar $1.00 ea.
1993 Wooden Nickel “You Are Invited” woodnik .50 ea.

1994 Wooden Nickel “Repeated By Popular Demand” woodnik S0 ea.
1995 Wooden Nickel “Bigger & Better” woodnik .50 ea.
1996 Wooden Nickel “The Place To Be” woodnik (Ty.1 Wrong date & Ty-2) .50 ea.
1997 Wooden Nickel “The Biggest Yet-Be There” woodnik .50 ea.
1998 Wooden Nickel “A New Hotel-Don’t Miss It” woodnik .50 ea.
1999 Wooden Nickel “Be sure to - Be there” woodnik (Ty. 1 Teal or Ty.2 Orange) .50 ea.
2000 Wooden Nickel “Millennium” woodnik (Ty.1 Error, Ty.2 purple, Ty.3 red) .50 ea.
2001 Wooden Nickel “You will not want to miss this (green) .50 ea.
2001 Wooden Nickel Error- has dollar graphics (purple) .50 ea.
2002 Wooden Nickel “You snooze-You lose (blue) .50 ea.
2003 Wooden Nickel “This is the Big One” (red)
1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997,1998, &1999 Florida Numismatists Wooden Dollar
issued for Club meeting during F.U.N. Conventions $1.00 ea.

Make checks payable to:

CC&GTCC

Mail orders to:
Pam Focazio, Club Promotions

5466 Jacobs Field St.
Las Vegas, NV 89148
promotions @ccgtcc.com

Shipping and handling charges within the continental U.S.
Total cost of order up to $5.00 add $1.50; up to $10.00 add $3.00; up to $25.00 add $5.95; up to $50.00 add $6.95; up to $100.00 add $8.95

Nevada Residents subject to 7.25% sales tax
All prices subject to change without notice.
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Interested in Silver Strikes?
Come and join the world wide chapter of CC&GTCC

Silver Strikers

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

« NEWSLETTER 6 TIMES A YEAR FILLED WITH SILVER STRIKE INFORMATION

* SEVERAL CONVENTION ACTIVITIES AT THE ANNUAL CC&GTCC
CONVENTION IN LAS VEGAS -INCLUDING AN AUCTION, EDUCATION FORUM
TRADE SESSIONS, MANY SILVER STRIKE DEALERS AND EXHIBITS.

* MEMBERSHIP ROSTER CONTAINING 450 and growing.....fast

COMPLETE THE APPLICATION BELOW AND SEND IT TO:

Silver Strikers
c/o Evelyn Grosklaus
3436 Bocage Drive #305
Orlando, FL 32812-7598
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone
E-mail
AREAS OF INTEREST

()AL ()$7 ()$10 ()$20 ()$40 ( )$200
( YAl ( )Nevada ( ) Colorado ( ) Atlantic City ( ) Riverboats ( ) Other

May we publish the above information in the club roster ( ) Yes ( ) No

PLEASE ENCLOSE YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES OF $10.00
NEW MEMBER PROCESSING FEE $ 5.00
OPTIONAL - * SPOUSE ASSOCIATE MEMBERBERSHIP $10.00
OPTIONAL - ROSTER $ 8.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

* Spouse name
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In some areas of the country, CC&GTCC members have formed local chapters and hold regular meetings with
educational programs, swap meets, trading sessions, and auctions for their members. More chapters are being formed all
the time, and every one welcomes members from other parts of the country when they happen to be visiting. Contacts
for current CC&GTCC chapters are listed below.

Atlantic City Chapter - Dick Brach - 908-647-0814 - http://ccgtcc.com/chapters/ac/
Casino Chip Collectors Club of New York - Travis Lewin - 315-443-1222
Colorado Chapter - Bobby Hayden 928-757-2875 - oldmanchipper @yahoo.com

Deep South Chapter - John Mayercik - jmayercik@aol.com debi Stultz - dstultz214 @aol.com
http://www.home.cfl.rr.com/deepsouthchips

Florida Chapter - Howard Kaplan - hkaplan @cfl.rr.com - http://home.cfl.rr.com/floridachapter/
Great Lakes Chapter - Albert Scalzo - 810-794-3378 - http://www.GreatLakesChips.adahost.com/
Greater Houston Chapter - Jeff Willcox - 281-788-8730 - http://chipster.net/houston.htm
Illegal Collectors Club - Ed Hertel - 281-989-6485 edhertel @ prodigy.net
Mid America Chip Collectors Club - Ron Clewell - 816-322-6374 - rclewell @sprintmail.com

Nor-Cal-Nev Chapter (Northern California) - Todd Dingley - 916-393-6464
http://www.anderson-design.net/norcal.html

NY Metro Chapter - Charles Kaplan - 516-763-2327 - http://ccgtcc.com/chapters/nymetro/
Ohio River Valley Chapter - Amy Andrae - andraes@insightbb.com - http://www.geocities.com/orvcec/index.html
Silver Strike Chapter - Mary Lou Waterbury - miwaterbry @aol.com
SlabFREE Chapter - Pete Sanders - psand @slabfree.znn.com - http://www.slabfree.com/
Slot Card & Room Key Chapter - Jim Munding Mun - 3335@aol.com

Southern California Chapter - Scott Hartman - 800-582-5707 - Jim Munding
http://www.ccgtcc.com/chapters/socal/Home.htm

Southern Nevada Chapter -Bill Judge - 702-210-6446 - http://www.ccgtcc.com/chapters/sonev/home.html
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C.C.&G.T.C.C. LAS VEGAS CONVENTION ATTENDEES

When you’re down to your last chip, the Las Vegas Advisor stacks up.
Enjoy the best of Vegas and save a bundle!

Each issue of the Las Vegas Advisor contains the most comprehensive information on dining,
gambling, entertainment, promotions and news about Las Vegas. A full membership to the Las
Vegas Advisor includes 12 monthly issues of the newsletter, mailed first-class; the LVA4 Pocketbook
of Values (136 coupons from 49 casino/properties); a FREE LVA Reference Guide; and a FREE
Great Stuff for Gamblers catalog, membership discounts on all new published books from Hun-
tington Press; plus 365 days of access to the complete Web site: www.lasvegasadvisor.com, which

includes exclusive member forums.

The Las Vegas Advisor—Vegas® Best Kept Secret!

plus 365 days of complete access to our Web site.

FULL MEMBERSHIP—Includes 12 monthly issues of the Las Vegas Advisor newsletter, mailed first-class; the LVA
Pocketbook of Values; LVA Reference Guide; Members Only discounts through the Great Stuff 4 Gamblers catalog;
U.S. MEMBERSHIP $50 ® CANADIAN MEMBERSHIP $G0US ¢ OVERsEAs MEMBERsHIP $70US

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP—Includes 365 days of complete access to www.lasvegasadvisor.com, the LVA Pocket-
book of Values, and Members Only discounts through the Great Stuff 4 Gamblers catalog. $37US*

Join at www.lasvegasadvisor.com, or call 1-800-244-2224

n

2003 LVA POCKETBOOK OF VALUES*

ALL-PURPOSE COMP
50% off up to $50, Palms

ACCOMMODATIONS
2-For-1 Room, Boulder Station, Castaways, Golden Gate, Plaza, Silverton, Sunset
Station, Terrible’s, Texas Station, Wild Wild West « 3-For-2 Room, Green Valley Ranch
« $19/$39 per night or free, Arizona Charfie’s Boulder and Decatur « $29.99 Room,
Palace Station + $39.99 Room, Santa Fe Station  $40 Room, Las Vegas Hilfon »
$44.99 Room, Sarm’s Town » $55/875 Room Package/Matchplay, /mperial Palace

BUFFETS
2 Free Buffets, Gold Strike, Nevada Landing * 2-For-1 Buffets, Arizona Chariie’s Boul-
der and Decatur, Boulder Station, Cannery, Castaways, Green Valley Ranch, Las Ve-
gas Hilton, Palace Station, Rampart, Rio, Sam's Town, Silverton, Terible’s, Texas
Station « 2-For-1 Lunch Buffet, Fiesta Henderson or Rancho

DINING

Free Pizza, Barey's » Two Free Breakfasts, Primm Casinos + Free Ice Cream Scoop,
SilvertonBen & Jery's « 50% Off Meal, Arizona Charlie's Bouider and Decatur Yukon Grille,
Sunset Station Capri or Guadalajara + 2-For-1 Entrees, Elfis Island, Gold Strike, Nevada
Landing, Boulder Station Pasta Palace « 2-For-1 Menu item, Big Dogs, Golden Gate *
2-For-1 Dinner Entree, Key Largo, Wild Wild West » 2-For-1 Prime Rib, Santa Fe Station
» 2-For-1 Lunch, Palace Station JacK's Irish Pub, Texas Station Oyster Bar, Wild Wild West
+ 2-For-1 Burger or Sandwich, Binion’s Horseshoe ¢ 2-For-1 Breakfast Entree, Wild Wild
West » 2-For-1 Dessert, Jenry's Nugget + 2-For-1 Sushi, Hotel San Remo « $5.95 Steak &
Shrimp, Hard Rock » Slot-Point Dinner Deal Magnolia's Veranda, Four Queens

DRINKS
Unlimited Drinks for 2, Eliis Island « Free Beer, Slots A Fun, Plaza « 2-For-1 Drink, Big Dogs

SHOWS
2-For-1 Tickets, The King in Concert, Elvis-A-Rama; Improv, Harrah's; Clint Holmes,

Harrah's; Skintight, Harrah's, Palace Station; The Scintas, Rio; La Cage, Riviera, Com-
edy Club, Riviera; Crazy Girls, Riviera; Showgirls of Magic, San Remo; American Su-
perstars, Stratosphere « 20% Off 4 Tickets, Any Show, Las Vegas Hifton

RIDES/ATTRACTIONS
2-For-1 Tickets, Desperado Ride, Buffalo Bill's; Race for Atlantis Ride, Caesars Pal-
ace; Tower and/or Rides, Stratosphere * 1 Free Game of Bowling, Texas Station « 50%
off All Day Admission, Wet 'n Wild « 2-For-1 Admission to Elvis-A-Rama Museum;
Liberace Museum; Madam Tussaud's, Venetian

GAMBLING

$10 Free Machine Play, Hard Rock, Palms + 50-coin Bonus, 4-of-a-kind, up to $1
machines, Cannery, Rampart, Silverton « 40-coin Bonus, 4-of-a-kind, 25¢ machines,
Big Dog's » $10 or $20 Cash Bonus, Slot Point Bonus, Arizona Charlie’s Boulder and
Decatur » 3-To-1 Blackjack Bonus, up to $25, Fiesta Henderson or Rancho ¢ 3-To-1
Blackjack Bonus, up to $10, Sunset Station « 2-To-1 Blackjack Bonus, 1 Hour, up to
$10, Golden Gate * Free Blackjack Insurance up to $25, Slofs A Fun » $25 Matchplay,
Castaways * $20 Matchplay, Barley's « $10 Matchplay, Cannery, Hard Rock, Long-
hom, Rampart, Terrible’s » $5 Matchplay, Ellis Island, Fiesta Henderson or Rancho,
Imperial Palace (2), Jerry's Nugget, Key Largo, Santa Fe Station, Texas Station « $10
Free Ace, Longhom « $5 Free Ace, Gold Strike (2), Nevada Landing (2) » $50 in Non-
negotiable Chips for $40, Sahara - $5 Race & Sportsbook Matchplay, Jerry's Nugget »
Free Video Poker Tournament Entry, Binion’s Horseshoe « 3X Points, Barley's, Boul-
der Station, Fiesta Henderson or Rancho, Green Valley Ranch, Palms, Santa Fe Sta-
tion « 2X Points, Hard Rock, Four Queens

FUNBOOKS
Free Funbook, Circus Circus, Plaza, Stratosphere * Free Funbook & Hat or T-shirt, Terrible’s

TRANSPORTATION
20.03% off Rental, Affstate - $20.03 Rate, Allstate » 15% off Rental, Budgef (2), Enter-
prise (2)

* The 2003 LVA POV is available ONLY with a paid one-year subscription to the LVA newsletter. No exceptions. Restricted to one per person and two per household, per year.

100% MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
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THE OBSOLETE CASINO CHIPS
OF PUERTO RICO

® #0

THE OBSOLETE CASINO CHIPS §f

OF PUERTO RICO
FROM THE ALBERT ROLLINS COLLECTION

8 %2 x 11 Spiral bound
By George T. Davis
from the collection of Albert Rollins
25 previously unlisted chips”
almost 1200 illustrations with values
from
fifty nine casinos

Offer #1 Autographed Puerto Rico Book, plus 50 Puerto Rico chips (Cat Value $1000)
For only $120.00 pre paid

Offer #2 Autographed Puerto Rico Book, plus 100 Puerto Rico chips (Cat Value $2500)
For only $225.00 pre paid

Offer #3 Puerto Rico Book & my chip list for only $60.00 pre paid

ALBERT H. ROLLINS

CC&GTCC #R-0278

P. O. Box 190449
San Juan, P. R. 00919-0449
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ANTIQUE COLLECTIBLES

Recently some bone chips have
surfaced with old west saloon names
hot stamped on them. One such chip
is stamped with with the name of
Wyatt Earp’s Dexter Saloon in Nome,
Alaska. A number of factors which
are unusual about these chips have
resulted in suspicions that the chips
are not authentic or maybe at best
they are commemorative chips like
other commemorative saloon ivories
made in the 1920’s. Consequently, we
are not assigning them a code or pro-
moting, them as antique gambling
chips. If the chips had been made of
ivory and not bone, we might have
placed them in the recent creation or
commemorative category. We have
not coded any bone chips.

When chips are promoted as rare
and authentic, it is wise to do some
serious investigating and extensive

by Dale Seymour, and Ken Craig

communicating with long
time collectors. When
one thinks he’s come
upon a rare find, there is
a risk in telling several
others about it. He might
lose the deal, but h could
also get taken. Cavaet
Emptor. As collectors, we
need to pass the word and
discourage counterfeiting
whenever we can.

In a previous article
we featured several card-
board chip boxes from
various chip manufactur-
ers and distributors. Some
collectors value these
boxes as well as the chips
they hold.

Robert Eisenstadt
(NY) has a rare wooden
chip box which is to be
envied. It is shown here
and was the container for
clay chips, Tiger Head
(PB-TZ). This box proba-
bly cost the US Playing
Card Co. more to manu-
facture than the chips it held. Possibly
why they went to cardboard as a
solution.

New finds by collectors are shown
on the following two pages. Thanks
to Eisenstadt, Ralph Strandwold
(CA), Jim Myers (OH), Rich Hanover
(NJ) and Harry McNear (M) for
sending in there recent finds.
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Send new chip finds to:
Dale Seymour,

11170 Mora Drive,

Los Altos, CA 94024
seymourdg @aol.com
or

Ken Craig,

3927-H Waring Road,
Oceanside, CA 92056
drkenny @home.com
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New Ivory Codes & Improved Graphics

ID-GJ iD-LO ID-LP ID-TC
Horseshoe / vik Fleur-de-lis / vik Fleur-de-lis / vik

ID-WQ IE-GW IE~JL IE-NI
Four Leaves /vik Three Leaves / vk Blossom / vik

IE-PP IE-SZa IE-UEb IF-CM
Blossom / vk Flower / vil Acorn /vl Four Straws / v

IM-JG IN-UK I0-Cla
V(5)/vo 3/F/3/2 /vim 8/3/S/3 /vim
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New Ivory Codes & Improved Graphics

%
R

I0-SH IP-CR(better graphic) IP-KP IP-MQ
3/F2 | v:im 3FRBR2 [vim S/ /v {"X1)

IP-MR IX-VH
Vo 3331 Ivo 3B 3W (34/26) / vi
New Clay Poker Chips

PD-CU Kite PD-KI Star PE-TR T. Roosevelt PS-GN Cap & Whip
Engraved / v.g Embossed / vif Embossed / v:h Engraved / vh

Examples of recently found chips. Personalized clay chips are not coded.
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January - February 2003

The year 2003 is getting off to a
great chipping start in Northern
Nevada. In the first two months
we’ve seen 18 new chips issued,
including two Reno casinos that
completely changed their racks.

In January, the Eldorado Casino in
Reno replaced their entire rack. They
have new $1, $5, $25, $100, $500 and
$1000 chips, all sporting the “1997”
logo first featured on the previous
$25 and up chips.

50 Casino CHip anD Token News | April -
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The Peppermill Casino in
Wendover released Year of the Ram
chips in $8 and $25 denominations.
They made 500 of the $8 chips and
only 50 of the $25 chips. Most of
both denoms were sent to their Asian
high-roller customers as incentives.
Very few of the $25 chips have come
back in, making this an incredibly
difficult chip to get.

In February, the Club Cal-Neva
Casino replaced their Paul-Son metal-
center chips with a new Bud Jones
rack. They have new $1, $5, $25 and
$100 chips.

The Reno Hilton and Harrah’s
Reno both released Year of the Ram
chips. The Hilton is an $8 chip,



while the Harrah’s is a $5 Chipco in
the same style of the rest of their
Chinese New Years chips.

Finally, Jim Kelley’s Nugget in

Crystal Bay, on the north shore
of Lake Tahoe, released $1,
$5, $25 and $100 limited edi-
tion chips to honor Jim

Kelley, who passed away in
1993. The chips are all serial
numbered, and were sold in
sets. There are 200 each of the
$1, $5 and $25, which each sport a
design from a classic old Nugget
chip from years ago. Only 25
of the $100 was made, mak-
ing it a very hard chip to find
for sale today. This $100 is
possibly the first LE
advertising a slot club.

If you would like to join my
Northwest Nevada new issues
service, just email me at
Larry @RenoCasinoChips.com.
Let me know what types and
denominations of chips you
are interested in and I will
send you an email when new
chips are released that match
your interest.

And feel free to check out my
web site at
www.RenoCasinoChips.com,
where you can see all the new
chips issued in northern
Nevada since January of
2002.
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It all started on June 19, 1974 as I
was driving my souped up *72 Vega
GT to Las Vegas. I was a 20-year old
Airman in the Air Force and on my
way to the base at Nellis, located
northeast of Vegas. Since base hous-
ing for the two-month stint working
on the Nellis control tower was
non-existent, the crew of seven and I
were assigned to military contract
quarters: The Flamingo Capri. Now
it wasn’t a hotel by any stretch of the
imagination in 1974. It was a reno-
vated 180-room motel, with parking
wrapped around the front of the two-
story L-shaped building. To the left
of the parking lot, there was a decent
sized rectangular pool, and near the
entrance was the lobby and casino
building. Across from the lobby was
the restaurant. Checking in, I asked if
the Capri was an offshoot of the
neighboring Flamingo Hotel. I was
told that, no, they weren’t affiliated,
but that the owners received permis-
sion to use the name. As you may
have noticed, they also used the same
“font” or type style and the now
famous Flamingo bird.

I didn’t do much gambling in the
Flamingo Capri casino, as I was
underage and I did not want to take

by Mike Quinlivan

too many chances in my own
backyard. However, the Flamingo
Capri casino had a number of penny
slots........ remember, I was a lowly
Airman in the Air Force — the pay
wasn’t why I joined! Nothing
computerized on the casino floors —
the one-armed bandits, with their
cherries, plums, watermelons and
“triple 7°s” were the slots of the day.
Oh, don’t forget the free breakfast
coupons the Capri handed out!

As for our assignment, we worked
for the Air Force Communications
Service, updating the older transistor
communications systems to highly
sophisticated integrated circuit
designs. On this assignment, we
upgraded the ground-to-air communi-
cations systems in the new control
tower, working odd hours to not
interrupt the pilot training program.
The highlight of our 2-month assign-
ment was the “christening” of the
control tower by the Thunderbirds.
The ace flyers did a low altitude
fly-by, not in formation, but one after
another. It was a most exhilarating,
awesome, scary and LOUD experi-
ence, and was Nellis’ way of saying,
“Thanks for a job well done!”
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When I left for home in August
1974, all I took as a souvenir of the
Capri was this matchbook below!

P AMIKICAN MAICH CO. RENO, NEV.
MADE IN NEVADA
e,

60168 YOYAIN 'SY93A SV1
HLNOS "GAT8 SYIIA SV GeESE

ditLS SnoTngvd ML
§0 13}u89 81} W pejedn)
ONISY) 7 TILOW

[

| —

- PHONE 735-4333

' MOTEL & CASINO

| NEXT TO FLAMINGO HOTEL
OPPOSITE CAESARS PALACE

___clos covis amoms sTime

Flamingo Capri Motel & Casino c1974
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Two years later, now a Sergeant, I
was once again assigned to Nellis for
2 months, this time to help update
their microwave relay station at
Angels Peak, close to Mount
Charleston. Five years ago, I took
my family up to see if I could still
find the small building where I had
toiled for 2 months that summer long
ago. I don’t know which I am more
amazed of — that the building was still
there (looking virtually the same) or
that I had found it!

Once again, in 1976, [ was
assigned off-base housing at the
Flamingo Capri. A few things
changed from the previous stay — now
the motel had turned into a hotel and
was a member of the Friendship Inns
of America. It was on this trip that I
recall live table games being available,
as they were not there during the
summer of 1974. It would appear that
the first time chips were used at the
Capri was sometime between the
summer of 1974 and the summer of
1976. The newly designed matchbook
(shown on the right) again was my
only souvenir. Had I known then!!!!

Fast forward to December 1995.
My wife, Corni, and I were in Vegas
for the weekend. We lucked out and
saw the opening ceremonies for the

:
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Flamingo Capri Hotel & Casino c1976

Fremont Street Experience light show.
Fabulous! Somewhere between revis-
iting some of the older downtown
casinos and the new light show, I got
the “unique” idea that I should collect
a $5 casino chip from every casino in

Las Vegas ... then that morphed into
every casino that ever existed in Las
Vegas (how hard could that be?) ...
then that changed to collecting a $5
chip from every casino that existed in
Nevada! Seemed easy enough. How
many casinos could there have been?

Somewhere between 1995 and
1997, I ran across a neat website
called Cheques in the Mail, run by
Dave Harber. His site linked me to
an actual club for chip collectors.
Who would have thought there were
others out there who collected gaming
chips! At the first CC&GTCC
convention I attended in 1997, I met
Dave and Debbie Harber in person,
and became a club member. I thought
I had run across a gold mine of
like-minded people. My wife just
rolled her eyes! She couldn’t believe
there were enough chip collectors out
there to warrant a convention!

Around that time, I realized that
my goal of collecting from every
Nevada casino that ever existed was
pure folly. Records of some smaller
casinos in out-of-the-way places were
spotty at best. I had a better chance
of flying under my own power! So, I
decided to focus on collecting older
chips that had beautiful inlays (in my
opinion) or were historically significant.
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Well, at least the Flamingo Capri is
historical to me. Again, had I known
in 1974 and 1976 that I would be col-
lecting gaming chips from Nevada in
1995 ...

My first Flamingo Capri chip was
purchased on EBay, the 50 cent
yellow hot stamp (right). Not very
impressive, but it was a piece from
my past. Itis thought that it is from
the first issue, but it may predate the
set of three inlay DIECAR chips
below, thought to be from the mid-
1970’s. Why would they have two
50-cent chips in the first issue? As I
delved further into collecting,
Flamingo Capri chips were few and
far between. It was almost as if the
casino barely existed ..............

Over the last few years, I have
collected most of the known, and a
couple not previously known,
Flamingo Capri chips. Using The
Chip Rack and The Official U.S.
Casino Chip Price Guide as
reference, some of the chips in my
collection include:

An “FC” chip, attributed to the
Flamingo Capri, but I’'m not sure if
that has been validated. It is currently
not listed in TCR.

A series considered to be the first
issue from the mid-seventies (above),
about the time I could have brought a
few of these babies home ... but didn’t!

A series of chips with a more
artistic logo is considered the second
issue, which would have been issued
after my stay in 1976. I have never
seen un-notched examples of the $25
or $100 chips.

Black with beige inserts
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Lime green

Pink with lime inserts

Fabulous Fakes! Yes, I learned
about, and purchased some Flamingo
Capri Borland imitations — really
counterfeit chips. Bill Borland
purchased the rights to the NEVADA
and DIECAR molds, and the hot-
stamp dies used by a number of
casinos, including the Flamingo
Capri. He produced some pretty
decent hot stamp imitations of several
chips. Not all subsequent sales of
these Borland chips alluded to their
“remanufactured” status.

Rust

Purple



Chocolate Brown

Brown

Orange (Obverse)

Orange (Reverse)

The Match Play $2 for $1/Non
Negotiable chip above (in obverse
and reverse views) is listed as a
Borland counterfeit. I do not believe
that to be the case. The hot-stamp is
not medal-aligned and the hot-stamp
itself is gold rather than bronze

One indication that you have a
Borland chip is to see if the hot stamp
on each side is “medal- aligned”. In

Imitation (identically aligned)

Genuine

other words, does the image appear at
the same “clock position” on both
sides? Usually, genuine chips do not
have their images aligned perfectly on
both sides. Also, the hot stamp is
usually a bit darker, having a bronze
appearance rather than gold.
Frequently, the hot stamp overflows
at the edge of the letters (but that’s
not always the case), and often times
the chip body is of a slightly different
shade of clay than the original. An
example of the front and back of a
genuine chip and a Borland counter-
feit are shown below. Note the differ-
ences in the hot-stamp alignment.
Though the black and white image
may not show it, the color of the
hot-stamp and the shade of the imita-
tion chip are different from the
genuine. The genuine $1.00
NEVADA mold beige chip
(the bottom 2 images) is
currently not listed in the
9th edition of TCR.

Quite by accident, I found
more information about the
changes the Flamingo
Capri went through just
before it officially became
the Imperial Palace.
Janice and Jerry O’Neal
sent me some scans of

i Flamingo Capri matchbooks

(next page). The matchbook on

the left mentioned that the Capri

now had 300 deluxe rooms

and featured the Shangri-La
pool. The matchbook on
the right boasts it now has
“650 rooms and...... The
Best Kept Secret...

The Flamingo Capri is on
the move! On July 1, 1977

we completed our new Imperial
Palace Tower. On July 1, 1978 we
will add a new dimension in Las
Vegas with an oriental flavor. A new
casino, showroom, lounge, restaurant,
meeting and convention facilities,
complimented with a most unique
shopping arcade...Who knows, we
may even call ourselves...The
Imperial Palace.” Both matchbooks
show that the Capri had now become
part of the Best Western chain of
motels/hotels.

Dice - 1976 or later

Free Play Token - date unknown
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Playing Cards - 1977 or later use

I believe that the late 70’s chips

were used on Capri tables around the
time they were expanding from 300
to 650 rooms. Once the Imperial

Palace became the hotel and casino,

the Flamingo Capri faded into oblivion.
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Interestingly enough,

at the Hilton Grand
Vacations Club in 1994,
right behind the Flamingo
Hilton, and our rooms
every summer overlook
this huge blue-tile roofed
tower named the Imperial
Palace. I seem to have
come full circle!

ON THE FABULOUS STRIP
3535 LAS VEGAS BLVD. SOUTH
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
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WANTED

For Cash: Your loose chips, individual
chips, or complete collections!

TOLL FREE (800) LUCK - 707

LOOKING FOR

OBSOLETE
NEVADA

CHIPS

SCOTT HARTMAN — “THE CHIP MAN”

P.0. Box 387. Agoura Hills. California 91376-0387
Tel: (818) 706-1197 / Fax: (818) 706-1986
Web: http:/www.chipman.com  E-Mail: scoll@chipman.com
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Sitver

of the Simon van de Swe School

by Colin Narbeth

The collector of Casino chips is
often tempted to study the history of
gambling which of course takes the
collector far back before casinos were
introduced. The study of the
Mississippi gambling steamers of the
early 19th century has attracted a lot
of attention - and has plenty of room
for enthusiastic researchers. Going
back a bit further we find that in
Europe gambling in the 16th/17th/18th
centuries was a major occupation of
the population. Remember, they did
not have TV or anything like it and
gambling gave a bit of excitement in
what was otherwise generally a fairly
drab life. Gambling took hold so
much that Kings and governments
introduced legislation to restrict
gaming to certain times of the year -
like Christmas, and introduced fines
for even the aristocracy, and some-
times prohibited gaming altogether
(without much success!).

Of course anything could serve as
chips and the most common in
Europe were the jetons, primarily
introduced for accounting, but later
produced simply for gambling.
Sometimes, however, very famous
engravers would turn their skills to
gambling pieces. Without doubt one
of the greatest of these was Simon
van de Passe. Famous for the quality
of his work - particularly in engraving
frontispieces and bookplates. He did
much work for Royalty and
finally became Regius Sculptor to
King Christian IV.

Silver container showing portrait of King
Charles I on top and his Queen, Henrietta
Maria, bottom.

Front and back of the container box
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For some six years (1616-1622) he
worked in England and established a
Van de Passe school continued by his
brother Willem. In 1616 Simon had
engraved a number of Royal plaques
thereby gaining exemption from the
monopoly granted to Nicholas
Hilliard in the Royal patent of 1st
May 1617 for *“graving and
imprinting medailles” and small
portraits of the King. The patent
exempted those who worked under
“our special warrant or command”
and also those who wished to repro-
duce their own work originally made
prior to the patent.

There are many examples of his
work in gold and silver in the British
Museum, the Victoria and Albert
Museum and various museums in his
birthplace, Utrecht in the Netherlands.
His school produced many silver
gambling counters, often in sets of 25
or 36, and encased them in
beautifully made silver containers.

The quality of the work is such
that experts still discuss the probable
methods of production - a discussion
which has been going on since at
least 1915 when G.F. Hill wrote his
treatise “The technique of Simon van
de Passe”. In 1916 Helen Farquhar
wrote extensively on the subject
concluding that the probability was
that various methods were tried over
a period of years and that the more
common counters, such as the Full
Length sovereigns, were cast. H.C.



Early silver counters of 1616-1625 (re-issued in
1628) show King James I on one side and
Prince Charles (to become King Charles I) on
the other. His portrait starts with no beard at all
— and as he grows up, the beard is added in

Carruthers, a practical engraver and
jewel -setter “was so good as to look
through a large number of counters
with me (Helen Farquhar), and whilst
pronouncing most of the earlier series
to be hand-engraved throughout, he
picked out others as showing signs of
casting, and others again which were,
he said, distinctly the product of a
die.” More recently, Mark Jones
“The technique of Simon van de
Passe re-considered” concluded:

“In the light of this it seems probably,
that, while de Passe engraved the
models for his medals and on occa-
sion, directly engraved medals not
intended for reproduction, the repro-
ductive technique used in his work-
shop was neither stamping in imita-
tion of engraving, nor engraving,
whether or not assisted by transfers,
but simple casting. Admittedly very
skilful casting,of the order seen in
contemporary work by Guillaume
Dupre and others, and presumably

progressive gegrees over the ten years of
production.

surface.” Many numismatists
disagree citing the half-length
sovereign gambling counters where
the quality and sharpness of work on
such thin flans mitigates against the
casting processes available at the
time of King Charles I. The debate
continues.

Simon de Passe died in Denmark
in 1644. The last gambling counters
produced by his school turned away
from royal portraits to subjects like
“Street Cries” and “Classical
portraits” that were not likely to
offend either side in the Civil War
which ended in the beheading of
Charles I.

These gambling counters which
average 28mm diameter are now

getting hard to come by. Worn pieces

of the Full Length sovereigns, the
most common, are sometimes found
in the London markets at between

recently illustrated a 34 out of 36 set
of these counters together with the
container estimated at £600-£800.
They went under the hammer at
£3000.

A detailed cataloguing of these
gambling counters with numerous
illustrations can be found in
“Jetons, Medalets and Tokens”
(British Isles Circa 1558 to 1830),
Volume 3, by Michael Mitchiner
(Hawkins Publications
London 1998) - pages 1661 to 1680.

$50 and $100. Extremely fine pieces
can be $200 to $300. Sothebys

followed by a polishing process
which produced the ‘clear and sharp’

Left: A typically worn gambling counter by the
Simon van de Passe School showing Edward the
Confessor. From the most common “full length”
sovereign set of 36. These were issued between
1630 and 1635.

Right: The much scarcer “half-length” soverign
set, showing Harold. Issued between 1635 and
1637.
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RENAPP ON

by Michael Knapp

For several years, many of those of
you with computers have been able to
read my reviews of chip and token
collecting books on the Chequers
website. For now, however, that site
has been taken down, and “Knapp on
Books” no longer exists.

At the urging of several collectors,
“Knapp on Books” will now become
a regular feature of Casino Chip and
Token News, available to all Club
members. I'll try to review all books
as they are published, and will fill in
with books published some time ago,
but which are still available from
their authors or in bookstores.

If you’ve written a chip or token
collecting book, please drop me an
e-mail at ChipProf@aol.com, so we
can arrange for a review copy. For
readers of the column, If there are
books you’d like to see reviewed in
this column, please also drop me a
note and I'll be glad to try to accom-
modate your request.

As with all reviews, please keep in
mind that this column contains my
opinions. Let’s get started!

CASINO ASHTRAYS (2002),
First Edition,
by Roxie and Gary Held

The Helds’ book is not the first on
casino ashtrays, but it is the most
recent and most inclusive. Unlike
many price guides, Casino Ashtrays is
not limited to Nevada ashtrays, but
includes ashtrays from U.S. casinos in
many jurisdictions.

Inevitably, the Helds’ book will be
compared to Art Anderson’s Casinos
and their Ashtrays, published in 1994
and still available from specialty
bookstores. Anderson’s book was the
first such publication, and rather than
replacing it, the Helds have sought to
expand and update Anderson’s work.
They’ve done an outstanding job.

It became apparent when the
Anderson book was published that
many collectors had ashtrays not
included in the book. And Anderson
decided early on that he would not
write a followup edition to supple-
ment his original work.

The Helds have taken Anderson’s
seminal work and enlarged it, adding
descriptions of hundreds of trays not
included in the earlier book. They
found it impossible to continue with
Anderson’s catalog numbering
system, but with his permission, they
have included his numbers for the
ashtrays in both books, while creating
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a new numbering system of their
own. Thus, additions bear RG
numbers, but not Anderson numbers.

Imprints are shown in their actual
language, and bolded to distinguish
what appears on the ashtrays from
descriptive material in the book.

One of the major features of
Casino Ashtrays is a built-in
inventory system for the collector.
For each listing, there are four blanks
contained within the listing itself:
“have,” “cost,” “traders,” and
“obtained,” which allows the collector
to indicate whether he collected the
tray himself, purchased it, or traded
for it.

b2 13

“The Helds have
shared their passion for

casino ashtrays with
the hobby”

While there are many photos of
ashtrays, there are many more blank
spaces, marked “Photo Wanted.”

In time, the Helds will add to the
database that comprises the book’s
content. If Casino Ashtrays has a
failing, it’s the quality of the illustra-
tions. Given the printing-on-demand
method they’ve used, rather than
professionally printed content, the
quality of the pictures doesn’t match
what appears in the Anderson book.
But in most cases the pictures are
clear enough to read, and certainly to
distinguish each type of ashtray from
another.



Values are shown in ranges, as
they are in the Anderson book,
although updated. As the authors
point out, values are there as guides,
not as “prices.” On occasion, and
depending on the area of the country,
ashtrays can be purchased at flea
markets for very little. To the serious
ashtray collector though, more
purchases are likely to be made at
casino collectible shows where the
values shown should be more common.

The Helds have shared their
passion for casino ashtrays with the
hobby, and their book is a valuable
one for others so infected! It’s
available from the authors by
e-mailing them at rheld @att.net.

NEVADA SILVER STRIKES (2002)
by Richard Anderson

As the collecting of silver premium
tokens has grown, so has the need for
an authoritative and inclusive catalog
and price guide for collectors.
Richard Anderson’s book is just that.

Anderson’s book, 275 pages
worth, contains sharp, color photo-
graphs in almost full size, of silver
premium tokens from Nevada
casinos, as well as a few from outside
Nevada.

One of the most valuable things
about a catalog or price guide for the
collector is the extent and consistency
of catalog numbers. Catalog numbers
can be shorthand for a complete
description of an item, and they
certainly aid in helping to make sure
that two collectors are talking about
the same item.

Anderson’s book shows a catalog
number for each token listed, and the
numbering system is intuitive: ALLYV,

NEVADA SILVER

STRIKES

OVER 2,700 COLOR PICTURES

Soma non-Nevada Sitver Sutkes isied
Inchuding fifty son Kevada Harrah's

BY: Richard Anderson

ss310
/i

for example, is used for the tokens of
the Aladdin Hotel in Las Vegas.

Nevada Silver Strikes indicates
when silver premium token machines
were pulled from a casino’s inventory,
as well as showing the dates casinos
closed.

This is a “no-frills” book: not
much space is used for narratives,
discussions or descriptions. The
entire 275 pages consists of pictures,
details, catalog numbers, and values
of tokens, five to a page. Both the
obverse and reverse of each token
(with few exceptions) are shown.

The taciturn approach, however,
leads to some usability issues. For
example, it took me five minutes of
careful study to determine the differ-
ence between HCLV-02 and HCLV-02a,

when it would have been easy to
point out that the wording under the
logo is different on each version.

I'll admit that I’m not a silver
strike collector (although I do have a
few in my collection, of course!). For
that reason, I may not be the best
judge of the accuracy of the values
shown in the Anderson book.

“the quality and
inclusiveness of the
Anderson book is
extremely high”

Unlike some price guides, Nevada
Silver Strikes shows a specific price
for each token listed, rather than a
value range. That makes it very easy
for a collector to determine relative
values. But many of the values seem
a bit high to my untrained eye. I've
seen quite a few silver premium
tokens going for less than the value
that appears in the Anderson book,
and I’ ve usually obtained the few I
have for less than the prices shown.

That being said, the quality and
inclusiveness of the Anderson book is
extremely high, and it will certainly
find a place on every silver striker’s
bookshelf. Copies may be obtained
from the author by e-mail at
rbainlv @earthlink.net.
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Blackjack Tournament

by Robert Pardue

Blackjack and Poker Tournaments Chairman

In response to numerous requests,
CC&GTCC will hold its first annual
Blackjack Tournament during the
2003 convention. Thanks to the Palms
Casino Resort for hosting the tourna-
ment. This should be lots of fun!

You may register for the Blackjack
tournament by mail or on the club
website until the preregistration dead-
line. Clearly mark “BJ tournament -
$75” on your registration form and
add $75 for each player. We will also
accept walk-up entries at the Palms
on the day of the tournament, prior to
the 12 noon start time, based on space
available.

Time

Wednesday afternoon, June 25,
12 noon to 5:00pm

at Palms Casino pit #3.

See specific schedule below.

Entry info

Entry fee: $75 per player. No
rebuys. Open to current CC&GTCC
members and associate members
ONLY. (Age 21+ of course.)
Maximum 108 players, as explained
below. Each player gets 500 in NCV
tournament chips. Optional 100 NCV
extra chip for $3 at the start of the
tournament, which goes into a dealer’s
toke pool.

Prize pool
$45 per player goes to prize pool;

$20 to Palms for hosting the tourna-
ment, providing dealers & manage-

ment; $10 for cost of one set of 5-
piece CC&GTCC 2003 special tour-
nament chips awarded to each player.
(Since the tournament chips will be
used for both the BJ and poker tour-
naments, players won’t get their chip
sets until Thursday night after the
poker tournament, or pick them up
Friday at the club table on the
convention floor.)

Prizes

Each player will receive compli-
mentary Palms hat & t-shirt, plus set
of tournament chips. First place
winner receives custom-framed
plaque with tournament chips. Final
round players win the following
portion of the cash prize pool. If we
sell-out, 1st place will be $1700 !!! —
Ist place - 35%, 2nd- 25%, 3rd -
15%, 4th - 10%, 5th - 5%, 6th - 3%
of prize pool. Also, the semi-final
round 2nd place players at each table
will receive 1% each (total = 6%).
Finally, one “wild card” player,
excluding above finishers will receive
1%, awarded by random draw.

BJ Tournament Format

Three (3) initial rounds, followed
by 1 semi-final round, followed by 1
final round. You may play in any one
of the initial rounds (12:00 noon,
1:00pm or 2:00pm) with player start
times assigned randomly. Semi-final
round at 3:00pm and Final round at
4:00pm ending at 5:00pm. Each
round starts promptly; late players
will be disqualified.
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Initial rounds: 6 tables with 6
players each table. Maximum 36
players start at 12:00 noon; 36
additional players start at 1:00pm and
36 additional players start at 2:00pm.
The FIRST and SECOND place
players with the most chips from
EACH table advance to the semi-final
round.

Semi-final round: 6 tables with 6
players each (assuming sell-out in
initial rounds). The FIRST place
player from each semi-final table
advances to the final round. The
SECOND place player from each
semi-final round wins a portion of the
prize pool (see above).

Final round: 1 table with 6 players.
Final position based on order of
busting-out. Players with chips
remaining at end of final round, the
final order of finish determined by
chip count,

Tournament play

Each round begins with each
player receiving 500 in NCV chips
(plus optional 100 NCV for $3 dealer
toke pool in initial rounds only.)
Betting limits: 10-500 anytime.
Players make betting decisions in turn
for each hand, with “chung” marker
at first-base player for first hand.
Chung moves clockwise each hand,
so new player acts first each time.
After twenty (20) minutes of open
play, then five (5) additional hands
will be played at each table before
round of play ends. Maximum of 1
minute per player to make betting
decision.



Blackjack tournament will use
6-deck shoe, with cards dealt face up.
Dealer must hit soft 17. Blackjack
plays 3-to-2. Double down on any
two initial cards. Split any pair, resplit
to total of 4 hands. Resplit aces to
total of 4 hands if additional ace(s)
dealt immediately. Double down after
split permitted. Surrender permitted.

Additional tournament rules

One player per hand — No coach-
ing from other players or spectators.

Must leave table when no chips
remaining. All standard Palms
Blackjack rules apply. If there is a tie
between two contestants who may
advance to the next round, one (1)
card will be dealt in normal order to
each contestant. High card dealt will
determine who will advance to the
next round. (Ace high, deuce low.)
All disputes resolved by the pit
floorperson whose decision is final.
All decisions will be based on normal
house rules. Any extenuating circum-
stance will be based on the fairness of

all participants. And finally, absolutely
NO harvesting tournament chips!

Questions
Contact Robert Pardue, Blackjack

& Poker Tournaments chairman.
Email: pardue @cox.net.

ANA Convention

Baltimore, Maryland

July 30 to August 3, 2003

Volunteers needed to help at the CC&GTCC club table
If you plan on attending, please offer to help

Exhibitors Needed

We have our own category:

Casino Chips and Gaming Tokens
Show the world what we are about!

Please contact me about volunteering, exhibiting or for information.

Nate Pincus

P.O. Box 693
Havertown, PA 19083

610-668-4273
president@ccgtcc.com
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BATS

by Greg C. Susong

Bally’s in Tunica, MS issued a nice
set of River Kings chips with 3 differ-
ent $1°s and 2 different $5’s.

Hello riverboat collectors! There The Beau Rivage in Biloxi, MS
are a few new riverboat chips to issued a nice set of 3 Year of the Ram
report on this time. chips.

The Argosy Casino in Baton
Rouge, LA has a new .50 H&C chip to
replace their old Unicorn mold chips.

(Bess fovige-

The Gold Strike in Robinsonville,
MS issued two very nice looking
Chipcos. The first is a nice $25 to
celebrate New Years, then a $5 for
Valentines Day.

& 7 Lmmep
* EDITION
Resort & C;slno

_ Resort & Casino

EY /g o B

64 Casino CHip anD Token News | April - May - June 2003



The Isle of Capri and the Grand
Casino, both in Biloxi, MS have both
issued new roulettes recently. The
ones from the Grand are especially
nice looking.

Bally’s has also issued a new .25 '
chip. ’

Thanks to everyone that helps
keep me informed about new casino
openings and new chip releases. It
would be impossible for me to gather
all this information without your help.

If you are connected to the internet,
please stop by
http://www.chipguide.com
<http://www.chipguide.com/> to see
my complete online guide with all
these photos and thousands more in
full color.

There are several hundred chip
collectors who get together every day
and discuss the hobby on
The Chip Board at
http://www.thechipboard.com
<http://www.thechipboard.com/> .
Please feel free to join in.

WORLD.

Contact:
Earl Donley
The Token Book
P.O. Box 80572, Las Vegas NV 89180
702-876-8939

TOKEN COLLECTORS

Finally a single book has been published that lists all of the gaming tokens
that are know to exist in the world. The book lists over 11,500 tokens and a
completely new issue is published every 3 months. Every new issue grows by
200 to 350 new entries. This is the book that you have been waiting for. STOP
TRYING TO USE NUMEROUS, SMALL, INCOMPLETE LISTS. THIS
ONE BOOK HAS ALL THE KNOWN GAMING TOKENS IN THE

The $35 cost of the book includes USPO Priority Mail Delivery and Confirmation costs.

CC&GTCC # R-380
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Stealing From Bandits

A new novel by Al W. Moe

A novel by Take a walk, if you
Al W. Moe, = e e dare, behind the
author of the #1 ‘ 1[ AL scenes of the Royal
Selling Book about (,- A3110 Casino, behind closed
Nevada Casinos. % Ol B -y doors and closed
Where the historical hearts. Take-in the
Nevada’s Golden gaming, the
Age of Gambling : excitement, the
ends, P, G’qm ca straight shooters and
Stealing from ’ the cheats, from the
Bandits STE “}L!\G : _ all seeing,
takes off! ROM AJ\D TS eye-in-the-sky”.

Stealing From Bandits is a fun and exciting action-adventure set in the town
of Reno, NV at the Royal Casino. Author A1 W. Moe is uniquely qualified to pen just
such a story, having spent the past 20 years working both sides of the tables in Nevada.

A professional poker and blackjack player, Mr. Moe has managed casinos in,
and out of Nevada, and also lectured on gaming probability, cheating, and casino
scams. His previous work, Nevada's Golden Age of Gambling, now in its second
printing, is a historical look (with over 50 terrific old photos) at Nevada’s first 50 years
of legalized, regulated gaming from 1931-1981. (also available online for just $19.95)

Name: To order online:

Address: www.pugetsoundbooks.com
or

City: State: Zip: Amazon.com

Just $12.95 plus $2.95 for First Class Mail. ($15.90)
Please enclose check or money order and mail to:
Puget Sound Books; P. O. Box 2018; Angel Fire, NM 87710
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Tracking play and rewarding
patrons playing blackjack has always
been hit and miss. While slot play has
become a science using slot cards and
rewarding players with food, free
rooms and other comps based on their
play, blackjack players, especially
those that bet the minimum, have not
been given the comps they deserve.
That is, until now.

While there are a number
of systems being tested and
in play, the most sophisticat-
ed system for tracking play has
been developed by Eldorado, Reno
and MindPlay LLC based in
Bellevue, Washington. Bally Gaming
is the exclusive distributor of the
product. Currently the tables are in
play at the Eldorado in Reno and the
Las Vegas Hilton.

MP21 uses optical sensors, a
patented high-speed imaging process
and artificial intelligence to track
each card in the deck.

Optic sensors read the edges of the
chips to detect their value but no
special chips are needed. Optical
scanners imbedded in the chip tray
maintain a record of your bet and
buy-in. Each deck of cards has an a
1/100 inch bar code on the edge of
each card which an optical sensor

scans as the decks are shuffled,
recording the exact sequence of the
cards in the shoe. Cards are read as
they are dealt, chips are read as they
are wagered. Optical scanning equip-
ment imbedded in the chip tray main-
tains a record of chip inventory, buy-
ins and chip cash-ins. Pit supervisors
get exact information for ratings and
managers also get real time
information on which to base comps
and other player rewards.

Tracking of cards as they are dealt,
those remaining in the shoe and levels
of waging, makes it easier to detect
card counting or to catch a theft in
progress.

In casino operations, real-time
information on game results and table
performance is available with the
click of a mouse. Table play
can be monitored miles away
y through the internet. The

system calculates the wagers
by seat number. It knows what
cards are in the shoe and how many
decks are being used. It also keeps
track of the cards that have been
played.

“Players are getting credit for their
play instantly” says Rob Mouchou,
Vice-President of Business
Development at the Eldorado Hotel
Casino in Reno. “We can now accu-
rately track play even with a mini-
mum bet better than we could before
giving the player the comps they
deserve”. Customer service is also
vastly improved since the manual
ratings are no longer being used and
the pit personnel have more time to
concentrate on the games.
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Player Card Reader for identifying
tracked play to individual player
accounts. The Optical Card Reader
features non-contact reading of play-
ing cards. Optional MindPlay facial
recognition software provides auto-
matic tracking of players

Card Shoe =
Discard Holder
MP21 can be adapted
for hand dealt or shoe type
games. Cards are validated
prior to the start of the game
to prevent illegal play.

Chip Tray Reader features optical
reading and accounting of the chip
tray inventory. MP21 reads and rec-
onciles all transactions

Card and Chip Recognition. MindPlay has created the world’s most
sophisticated image recognition technology for use in the gaming industry.
Optically based, the system captures every object on the table. Totally covert
and completely non-intrusive to the play of the game, chips and cards are
recognized and reported to the game tracking logic of MP21. United States
Playing Card Company provides the cards, using patented WinMark™

technology by MindPlay.
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A touch screen LCD Dealer Display
offers multifunction capabilities.
Open/close tables, cash buy-ins,
added security and many other features.

Optical Dealer Card Reader
eliminates the need for no peak
devices. Dealer card validation
insures each hand is played correctly
and checks for dealer hole card values
to determine “21” and insurance
opportunities. Sophisticated data
encryption, game logic software and
other security methods guarantees the
game is played according to the rules.




Time Played:
Hands Played:

Actual Adv: 13%

Session 10: 11217

You can select any table in the pit
and get real time information of table
play. The MP21 real time table
viewer generates a computer simula-
tion of the game in progress. When a
wager is placed, MP21 reports the
amount, cards, hit cards, insurance,
double down’s or any game rule
configuration and it’s instantly
captured, recognized and viewable
through the terminal. The software
can determine card counting and
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basic hitting strategies. The software
also lets you monitor the dealer hands
per hour, table actual win percentage
and table occupancy. Live video of
any player position is also available.

Comprehensive historical informa-
tion is permanently stored for every
player visit. A players profile can be
viewed instantly.

MindPlay has engineered the most
advanced security
technology ever.
Every transaction
of the game is fully
monitored and
reconciled with the
expected game
results. MP21 alerts
staff to any game
violation, dealer
mispays, pinching,
pressing, card
sequence errors,
card counting,

[ iuc cnomance SEEEE
Top Card: 33.3% {3}
Hole Card: 0.0% (1)

top/hole card knowledge, and backs
up the alert with digital video
playback.

I’d like to thank Rob Mouchou of
the Eldorado and Richard Soltys of
MindPlay for providing me with the
information for this article. Pictures
courtesy of MindPlay.

<

PLAYER ANALYSIS REPORT

MapectMames  89-27-2081 15:13024 [T ot MouSheu

w:

over 191 e tew N
oper s o i f
| 4 " advenings Aot a0
| foon arsrezane sTor 5
| Address 1 11 tem 1 T
| Addrase 1 2ot 01 Raver Consm
O Yy ot taten e
| P e ] - et o
| Ltymbv ) reoas o ot ia
| Py s ooy
144
ia
.
s

Poda
Fostel

i

hﬁ?

7]
%

-
1111

Casino CHip AND Token News | April - May - June 2003 69



If you Collect It, We can

= ] — =

Casino Chip
Displays

Dice World

Displays for 48 or 221 Casino Dice

Displays available from 1to 99 Chips @dimerestrame mokihgs tochoose from)

Gditferea thame mokihgs tocloose fram)

Zippo Central
. Displays for 8 or 32
Silver Strike Zippo Lighters
Come' . Qdierenrtirame mokihgs tochoose frem)
Displays available from 1to 42 7
Silver Strikes

Sdifferer trame mokihgs tochoose from)

Round Airtight
Capsules

5543 Camino Al Norte, Suite 2-269
No. Las Vegas, NV 89031

www.TinyTreasures.com

Airtight Holders for ALL sizes of
Casino Money and
American Coins

Casino CHip aND Token News | April - May - June 2003

Phone: 800.747.8468
F ax: 800.419.3603
E-Mail: info @tinytre asures.com

Visitoer webs Ite todayor call or atre e catalog.
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Southetn Nevada
Limited S dition
“Chegue” List
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By the time you read this, spring
will have sprung for most of the
country and we will be talking about
Christmas chips! December is notori-
ous for a lot of chips. This year was
no different. There were the usual
chips for rodeo, chips for Christmas,
chips for New Years plus some others
thrown in for good measure.

December 2002

December started off with the
early release of Christmas and New
Years chips out in Pahrump. The
Pahrump Nugget had 500 chips made
for each holiday.
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HOTEL & GAMBLING HALL

by Dave and Debbie Harber

For Las Vegas releases, the Palms
was the first one this month to issue a

limited edition chip. They released
the $5 Bingo Ellie. It was the start of
a series of chips to be given to their
bingo players each week. In the fol-
lowing weeks a $1 chip, a $2.50 chip
and a $4 chip were also released.
Each chip had “Bingo Ellie” in a dif-
ferent hat. There were 3,000 of each
denomination made for this promo-
tional event.

ZPALMS
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The next day Excalibur issued
their “December” chip. They made
1,000 chips with a rodeo theme and
WNFR on the chip.

To continue with the rodeo theme,
the Hard Rock made a set of 4 five
dollar chips. Each chip pictured a
different rodeo event. The events
included, barrel racing, steer
wrestling, bareback and saddle bronc.
An unfortunate thing about this
release was that the chips somehow
got mixed up. To make a long story
short, after the chips were all doled
out people had incomplete sets. This
prompted many posts on “The
Chipboard” looking for the missing
pieces and making trades to complete
the sets.
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Slots a Fun was the next to release

a chip. This one was also for the
National Finals Rodeo (NFR). They
made 1,000 sequentially numbered
five dollar chips.

The Gold Coast continued with
their traditional 4 piece rodeo sets.
According to the Gaming list the
chips were made in $5, $25 and $100
denominations. While the $5 chips
were readily available at the cage,
only 3 of the $25 chips and none of
the $100 chips were found. Each
year the chips picture different
champion rodeo cowboys. This years
cowboys included, Roy Cooper, Flint
Rasmussen, Ty Murray, and Rob
Smets. The mintage on these chips
has not been verified. These are the
last of the commemorative chips for
the National Finals Rodeo to report.

Christmas chips were the next
chips to make it out of the casinos
and into the collector’s hands. The
Four Queens released a $1 chip. It is
the same chip as the $1
FourQueens.com chip and the $1
Halloween chip with one subtle
difference. As you may have
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guessed, the text is done with the
letters alternating red and green.
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The Tropicana came out with a $5
Christmas chip early in the month. It
had a mintage of 500.

The Hard Rock was the next one
to issue a Christmas chip. There were
5,000 of these chips made. Of inter-
est if you look very closely at Santa’s
hand he is holding this exact chip.
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Sunset Station had five chips made
for the holiday. There was a $1 chip
(1,250), a $2.50 chip (500), a $5 chip
(500) a $25 chip (70) and a $100 chip
(25) included in the set.




During this same time period, the
Fiesta in Henderson celebrated their
first anniversary. A five dollar chip
with a mintage of 1,000 was released
to mark the event.
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New Years chips were the next
chips to pick up as these are very
popular with the casinos. In addition
to the Pahrump Nugget, 7 other casi-
nos rang in the New Year with limited
edition chips manufactured specifical-
ly for the holiday. The first to put
their chips on the table in the Las
Vegas Valley was the Stratosphere.
There were 2,000 sequentially num-
bered Stratosphere New Years chips
made.

Slots a Fun was next with a
sequentially numbered $5 chip for the
New Year. It also had a mintage of
2,000.

That same day Harrah’s came out
with their New Years chip. Itis a $5
chip with the very low mintage of
250. Chips with this low a mintage
will now become rare to nonexistent.
You are probably wondering why we
say this. In case you haven’t heard,

the Nevada Gaming Commission previous years, the one hundred dollar

instituted a new rule regarding chips were given out to invited

mintages. The lowest mintage guests. It was up to them whether

permitted is now 500. they wished to save them or play
them.
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The Opera House and Mahoney’s
Silver Nugget followed suit and each
issued a $2.50 chip and a $5 chip.
These chips commemorated historic
events in 2002. There were 400 of
each denomination at each casino.

Treasure Island followed the previ-
ous years and only had $100 chips
made for the celebration. The
mintage is unknown.
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A set was issued by Sunset Station
for this holiday as well. This set
includes a $1 chip (1,250), a $2.50
chip (500) and $5 chip (500).

SIFT STATION
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The Tropicana also had two New b SuNSELS1ATON
Year’s chips available to add to your o $Q50 .
collection. Five hundred of the $5 —
chips and fifteen hundred of the

$100’s were produced. As with
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The next chips to be released for
the New Years holiday came from the
Hard Rock. These chips depicted the
Red Hot Chili Peppers who were
performing at “The Joint”, the Hard
Rock showroom. There were 5,500
$5 chips, 1,250 of each of the four
different $25 chips with each band
member pictured and 500 one
hundred dollar chips made. While we
were not at this release, we were told
by many the line for these chips was
the longest to date.

Finally, the last chips to report on
for New Years came from the Rio.
There was a $5 chip and a $25 chip
with identical artwork depicting fire-
works over the Hotel/Casino. A sec-
ond $25 chip pictured the headliner
Mary Wilson who was appearing in
the showroom that evening. The
mintages have not been confirmed on
any of these chips.

tion of their chip of the month series.
The mintage for the $5 January chip
was 1,000. At the same time they
also issued 9 more chips for the
Thunder Down Under who were
appearing at the casino. These were
the first in male “beefcake” chips.
For the ladies, it’s about time some-
body thought of the women in this
hobby especially when you take into
consideration how many “cheese-
cake” chips have been geared to the
male collectors. The chips depict 8 of
the guys individually with the ninth
chip being a group shot. There were
500 of these sets manufactured.
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January

With the New Year holiday over,
we look onward to 2003 and what
chips would be coming out in
January.

The first limited editions of 2003
were released from Green Valley
Ranch Station. They celebrated their
first anniversary and had a $5, a $25
and a $100 chip (all with the same
artwork) made to mark this event.
There were 1,500 fives, 500 twenty-

fives and 100 hundreds manufactured.

Next was the Excalibur. They hit
us all hard by releasing 10 chips this
month. One chip was the continua-
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With football season winding
down and the Superbowl imminent, 4
casinos issued chips for the big game.
The first to come out was at the
Tropicana. This five dollar chip has a
mintage of 500.

That very same day Circus Circus
released a $5 chip as well. This chip
has one major difference than all the
others. It has the term “Superbowl”
written on the chip. For those of you
who are not aware, “Superbow!” is
trademarked and owned by the
National Football League. We first
thought how wonderful it was that the
chip actually said “Superbowl
XXXVII”. We later found out that
Circus Circus did not get the permis-
sion required from the National
Football League to use the term
“Superbow!” thus making it an illegal,
unauthorized product. Circus then
pulled all the chips from circulation.
Of the 750 chips that were made, we
do not know how many of them actu-
ally got out before the casino took
them out of play. In our opinion, this
one is sure to be a highly collectable,
highly sought after chip.

The Four Queens also issued a
chip for their football party on “Super
Sunday”. This $5 chip has a mintage
of 1,000 and depicts the ex-Dallas
Cowboys football player, Ed “Too
Tall” Jones.

The last football chip from Las
Vegas came from Harrah’s. It too is a
$5 chip. Mintage is 500.

Of interest this Bud Jones chip has
identical artwork on one side to that
of the Chipco manufactured Circus
Circus chip.

,_-‘. ; ﬂ ;f "‘..
?/ "‘\"‘V '-..

i Harrahs ]

Meanwhile, down in Laughlin, the
Colorado Belle and Edgewater made
their annual football chips. These
five dollar chips each have a mintage
of 1,000.
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This is also the time when Chinese
New Year is celebrated. Las Vegas
tends to go all out for the Asian
holiday. This year four of the casinos
had chips manufactured for the
occasion. The first to issue their
chips was the Palms. They had 888
eight dollar chips, 288 twenty five
dollar chips and 188 hundred dollar

chips made. A little piece of trivia for
those who are unaware, the number 8
is considered lucky in Asian culture.
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Next Harrah’s released a five
dollar, 1,000 mintage Year of the Ram
chip for the New Year. Their sister
property, the Rio, released a chip with
the same artwork on the inlay as
depicted on the Harrah’s chip. The
only significant difference was the
Rio chips mintage of 500.

The last of the Chinese New Year
chips were not to be released until the
beginning of February.

February

Mandalay Bay was the last to issue
chips in celebration of Chinese New
Year. This year was different than the
previous years. This years chips were
not given to their high rollers as had
been done in the past. Instead, they
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were delivered to the tables where,
we are told, they were quickly
gobbled up by casino employees. We
are not completely sure why they
deviated from the previous years
method of distribution. We have
heard rumors that it was because the
chip has “Year of the Goat” rather
than “Year of the Ram” written on the
inlay and the casino did not want to
chance offending their guests.

The next few days would bring a
few early Valentine’s Day chips. The
first of what would turn into a string
of 10 chips, came from Harrah'’s.
This $5 chip has a mintage of 1,000.
Excalibur was next combining their
chip of the month series with
Valentines Day. This chip too has a
mintage of 1,000.

Opera House and Mahoney’s
Silver Nugget also released chips for
the occasion but reduced the number
of denominations in their sets to two.
There was a $2.50 and $5 chip made
at each property. Each of these limit-
ed edition chips for Valentines Day

has a 500 mintage. The Opera
House chip theme was famous couples
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and the Silver Nugget a story book
romance.

The two Valentines chips from the

Hard Rock pictured Melissa

Etheridge as she was performing

there. The five dollar chip has a

mintage of 5,000 and the twenty five

a mintage of 1,500.

May - June 2003

The Riviera’s Valentine’s chip
seems to be a companion or a contin-
uation of the theme of last years wed-
ding chapel chip. This years 1,000
mintage chip featuring a Claddagh
ring with “We Tied the Knot”. Of
course as you will remember shortly
after this chip was released last year
they came out with a chip quite the
opposite of this one. We’ll talk about
those later. For now, we need to fin-
ish up the chips for Valentine’s Day.

The Rio also participated and
thankfully did not repeat the same
artwork used at Harrah’s on this one.
Instead, this last chip to come out this
Valentine’s Day holiday was associat-
ed with one of the shows at the Rio,
“Tony & Tina’s Wedding”. Itis a $5
chip and has a mintage of 1,000.

That was not the end of the chips
for this month. The Riviera had two
more $5 chips. The first was for the
World Archery Festival. 750 of these
were made. The other chip to come
from the Riviera was, as we men-
tioned above, a continuation of
2002’s theme. The follow up to last
year’s divorce chip is a “Custody of
the Dog” chip. It has a mintage of
1,000.

—




The Eldorado in Henderson, who
are rarely involved in the limited edi-
tion business, issued a chip to com-
memorate the golden anniversary of

Finally, to finish off the month, the

Fiesta issued 2 chips for an act per-
forming at the casino. A $5 chip
(mintage 800) and a $25 chip
(mintage 200) was made for the
entertainers known as the Doo-
Wopp’s.

That’s all for the quarter. Next
quarter, we can bet on limited edition
chips being issued for March

At this time we would also like to
recognize Andy Hughes and Pete
Rizzo for providing a few of the
images contained in this article.
Thank you for your contributions.
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Dave and Debbie Harber have
been limited edition chip collectors
since 1993 and together own the
World’s largest Nevada LE chip
brokerage, Cheques in the Mail, Inc.
They can be reached through their
web sites at
www.lasvegas-chips.com or
www.newcasinochips.com.

Madness, St. Patricks Day, Easter,
April Fools, River Run, Kentucky
Derby, Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s day
and Memorial Day. Besides these,
there will be some other surprises
thrown in. So, stay tuned fellow chip-
pers as we can’t predict them all!

the Henderson Police Department. It
is a 3,000 mintage $5 chip.

Until then, as always, Happy
Chippin!

SLOT CARDS FOR SALE

The Hobby’s Newest Collectable

50 Different slot cards for $25.00
100 Different slot cards for $50.00

You specify the area, either east or west of the Mississippi River

I pay all postage costs

DAVID E. JOHNSTON
5824 North 82nd Street, Milwaukee, WI 53218-1722
e-mail: vims0233 @hotmail.com Phone (414) 461-9366
CC&GTCC #LM-2314-43

PA.CK. #106 Great Lakes #26

CasiNo CHIP AND Token News | April - May - June 2003 77



As I prepare to write this issues
Colorado article, it occurred to me
that we just aren’t getting as many
new Colorado chips and tokens as we
used to. While that is good budget
news to those of us who “must have”
one of everything, it is a trend I hope
does not continue. Just for kicks I
played around with my Colorado
Chip and Token database and discov-
ered that the chip and token issue
slowdown is for real and can be
clearly seen in the graph of chip and
token issue by year.

Our peak year, 1992 saw 423 new
chip and token issues that kept collec-
tors busy! Many new casinos were
coming on-line during the boom years
of 1991 — 1993 as reflected in the
early years issue numbers. After the
boom years our chip and token issues
had been averaging about 100 per
year, until 2002 when we only saw 35
new chips and tokens. 2003 appears
to be following the trend we saw in
2002 but we do have a couple of
potential new casino openings as well

as the re-racking of the older proper-
ties. What does all this mean? Heck, I
don’t know! I prefer more chips to
fewer, but it can be argued that exces-
sive chip issues dilute the hobby.

New Colorado Chip & Token Issues

Bronco Billy’s, Cripple Creek

Bronco Billy’s issued what could
be its’ last commemorative chip. The
tables in Bronco Billy’s have been
shut down and moved to Buffalo
Billy’s casino. This 1,300 mintage
chip commemorates Christmas 2002
and New Years 2003.
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New Colorado Chips and Tokens

{_._ New Chips
Token
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by Allen Banick

Buffalo Billy’s, Cripple Creek

With the closure of the tables at
Bronco Billy’s comes the opening of
tables at the sister casino Buffalo

Billy’s. These new “house” chipcos
are currently available in $5 and $25
denominations.

Lodge Casino, Black Hawk

The Lodge issued a brand new
$2.50 and $100 chip for use on their
Carnival game tables. These new
chips feature the Lodge Logo with
beautiful pink and black backgrounds.




Richman, Black Hawk

For the NCV collector, Richman
has a new “Wooden Nickel”.
Apparently the value of the nickel
and the manner in which you are
awarded one varies. Last time I
checked any non-wild 4 of a kind on
the bar top video poker machines got
one of these babies. Once you collect
4 of them you can redeem them for
$20. Special thanks to club member
Lee Bruton for the scan.

Golden Gulch, Black Hawk

Golden Gulch opened back in
January without $1 or $5 slots. While
they still do not have their $1 or $5
machines, they do have the tokens
and are selling them to collectors.
I’ve never seen a casino open in
Colorado without the higher denomi-
nation machines and I suspect they
are holding back the higher denomi-
nation machines for tax reasons.

Buffalo Billy’s, Cripple Creek

Buff’s issued a 250 mintage
“Wrong Date” Slot Tournament chip
as well as a 150 mintage “Correct
Date” slot tournament chip.

The “Wrong Date” chips were sold by
the casino to anybody who wanted
one while the “Correct Date” chips
were given first to Slot Tournament
players with a few available for col-
lectors. These two chips should not be
considered errors as the differences
between the two are significant and
the error was intentionally produced.

& iy N

% Yoagmd
s [ o
4

Qe

Casino Opening and Closings

The Jubilee casino in Cripple
Creek has been purchased with the
intent to re-open it under a new name.

The new Golden Gulch Black
Hawk opened in January in the old
Jazz Alley building. It seems that at
opening time, the casino didn’t have
any machines with a denomination
greater then a quarter.

Work is being done in the old
Otto’s casino and the tentative name
is “Winners Haven”

Doc Holiday’s has moved into the
old Glory Hole casino property.
Apparently they only open on
weekends.

Allen Banick
CCGTCC Member R-2794
Phone — (303) 683-0433

Email — allen @cochips.com
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Again This Year,

Gaming Archaeology
is offering the

2003 CC&GTCC
Auction Catalog

in Color

Send $29.00 (inludes priority mail) to:
Gaming Archaeology
P.0. Box 1000
Minden, NV 89423

We also accept paypal

email: chipmaster@chipmaster.com



What’s In A Chip?

by Howard W. Herz
and Dale Seymour

Behind the scenes is always a term that seems to pop up in the world of gaming. Take a look at the original artwork
for the Silver Slipper $25 and what do you see? A great classic Las Vegas gaming check with lots of
nostalgia and history from the romantic days of the strip.

The Silver Slipper began as the dance hall for the Last Frontier in 1951. At one time it was the Golden Slipper
Gambling Hall, but the name was changed in 1951. Using the large silver slipper from the Silver Slipper Club that was
originally in Henderson, the ourside of the building was decorated in a western dance hall theme.

Originally under the ownership of Beldon Katelman and Jacob Kosloff, the Slipper went through a number of
ownerships. Operating both slots and table games, this small strip operation eventually became the property of Howard
Hughes. The last ownership before Hughes included a 26.317% interest by Shelby Williams who was listed as the

executive vice president of the company. The original artwork for this gaming
check however reveals some interesting information that confirms that
this issue for the Silver Slipper was the last before Hughes Suma
Corp took over the operation. Check out the lettering that is
found in the wreath (highlighted in the artwork at the left.
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Hello again friends. I can’t
believe it has already been two
years since I finished my refer-
ence book, The Casino Chips of
Washington State. As they say,
time flies when you are having
fun! During that duration, I have
received so much additional and
new information that a second edition
is now in the works. The good news
for collectors is that Washington casi-
nos continue to produce new chips at
a remarkable rate.

The success story of Washington
clubs is truly amazing. What started
out as a marginal business of modest
poker rooms in the early 1970s has
turned into a major industry in the
“Evergreen State.” In fact,
Washington is third only to Nevada
and California in number of clubs.
Over the past decade dozens of large,
spacious clubs have opened across the
state. Casinos have come a long way
from the small, one and two table

businesses that once dotted the state.
In Washington, casinos are not
“restricted” to certain areas or towns
such as in Colorado, South Dakota
and other locales; they may be operat-
ed in nearly any part of the state (with
the exception of a few local ordinances,
such as within the city limits of
Seattle where clubs are excluded).
There are now well over a hundred
casinos in existence, most offering the
familiar house-banked card games
popular in Nevada clubs. Several
large Native American casinos are
found across the state, many that
feature the same kinds of modern slot
machines you would find in a Las
Vegas casino. And even today, a few
of the original “poker clubs” are still
operating.

The tremendous proliferation of
chip issues throughout the 1990s gave
me cause to finally consolidate the
information into my first guidebook
two years ago. Casinos have generated
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Grand Opening and commemorative
chips, beautiful Chipco and Paul-
- Son graphic inlays, and a bevy of
| other great looking house edi-
- tions. Even the small clubs, once
known only for their cheap look-
ing and generic chips, have joined
the party with some splendid chips.
Over the past two years this trend has
continued and expanded and the casi-
nos of Washington state have given us
so many fantastic chips that I thought
I would share a few updates and
pictures with you. Chips are most
often found in the standard $1.00-
5.00-25.00-100.00 scheme, with a
few quarters, halves and 2.50
“snappers” mixed in, depending on
the club. I have included a few scans
of some of the better-looking
Washington chips issued over the past
year.

The trend toward larger casinos
has continued, though the initial
exuberance has finally slowed as the




market becomes “saturated” with the
numbers of clubs that the state’s pop- ; :
ulation is able to support. A few casi-
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nos have closed in the past two years, ‘]‘ \,/?\
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though many others
have opened for
business dur-
ing that time.
During this
period, no
major Indian
casinos opened,
however, a few of
those already in exis-

tence either planned or completed
major expansions. These are the
largest casinos in the state and the
gamblers seem to
enjoy them
tremendously,
especially
since they

are the only
clubs offering
slot machine
gaming at pres-
ent. (However,
keep paying
attention to
the news as

this situation ’
may change

this year and
more clubs may :
be allowed to offer
slots).

If you are interested in picking up I will also have copies of
the 209 edition of my Washington the book available at my
State chip guide, or if you have any table at the upcoming
questions or comments about chip- convention in Las Vegas.
ping in the great Pacific Northwest, Drop by and let’s talk chips
you can contact me at: —one of my favorite topics!

P.O. Box 3162, Moscow Id 83843 =2
or via email at ) =z
SteveMrPNW @turbonet.com.

CasiNo CHIP AND Token News | April - May - June 2003 83



An OTY Progress Report...

As of this writing the Top Ten
Finalists in each of the four OTY
categories have been determined by
this year’s group of OTY participants.
I thank each and every member that
took the time to complete their
Nomination Forms and submit one or
more eligible candidates for the 2002
competition. Within each category,
the top ten finalists represent a fair
representation of casino chips, tokens,
strikes and cards/keys, the mainstays
of our collectible interests.

This year there were approximate-
ly 1,100 individual items put into
nomination by about 175 different
members. Both are an increase over
last year’s competition. By far, the
vast majority of nominations were for
chips, followed by Silver Strikes,
followed by cards/keys and lastly by
tokens. This year is the inaugural
event for cards/keys, so I am rather
pleased that they made such a fine
showing. At the same time I am
rather depressed at the shrinking
interest in tokens. Perhaps this is
reflective of the increase in E-Z Pay
equipped slot machines.

For those who made nominations,
you will shortly be receiving your
Judge’s Pamphlet and Ballot form.
Please be sure to use the full-color
pamphlet to review all OTY offerings
and select the three, in each category,
that you feel best exemplifies those
qualities you believe that the OTY
Awards are about. Be sure to rank
your three selections, as each
placement carries a different value. A
first place selection garners 5 points.
A second place selection awards 3
points and 2 points are given to 37

by Jim Follis
OTY Chairman

place selections. Return the Ballot
within the deadline and be sure to
keep the Judge’s Pamphlet as a
souvenir of your participation.
Within a week of the deadline I will
know who the winners are, but that
will not be released/announced until
June 25t at the Convention Banquet.

In a related matter, I would like to
point out that in addition to running
the OTY Awards Contests, the OTY
Chairperson is also responsible for
the continuance of the Club’s
Permanent Collection of all past
OTY’s. In keeping with that responsi-
bility I am now preparing to acquire
the winning COTY, TOTY, SSOTY
and CKOTY for 2002.

Part of that process is to first
obtain loaners of each of the top ten
finalists in each category from Club
Members (which should be completed
as of publication of this issue of the
CCTN). Loaners will be used to
make high quality scans (therefore
condition is important) which will be
used to create the Judge’s Pamphlet
and also be put on display at the
Convention.

Those loaners are returned at the
end of the Convention. However,
when the judging (voting) is complet-
ed, the Club Member whose loaner
also happens to be the winning
entrant is given first right of refusal to
donate that item to the Club’s
Permanent Collection.

If a refusal is given, I will then
solicit donation(s) of the winner to
the open membership. If that fails, I
will then purchase the item, at the

84 Casino CHip AnD Token News | April - May - June 2003

best price I can find, and then create a
group of donors who share equally in
donor credit.

HOWEVER, prior to either of
these acquisition methods there is a
third option available to all Club
members, on a first come, first served
basis!

That option is the privilege to
donate the required item(s), sight
unseen, and up until the very moment
that I have learned the four winners
based on voter tallies.

This means that the first Club
member(s) who contacts me and
advises that they will commit to
donating the winning item(s) from
any or all OTY categories for this
year’s competition, or any years in
the future, will then have that obliga-
tion and privilege to do so!

Please note: I already have
commitments for COTY 2002 and
CKOTY 2002!

Otherwise, all other OTY’s for
2002 are available (TOTY and
SSOTY) and all OTY’s beyond 2002
are available. I can be contacted at
(520) 529.3245 or oty@ccgtce.com .

Thank you,

Jim Follis
OTY Chairman



NEW ISSUE SERVICE

RIVERBOATS COLORADO
(through 1999)

INDIANS DEADWOOD

We specialize in keeping your collection up-to-date. If you collect Riverboats, Indians, or Deadwood,
let us track down the chips and tokens and send them to you in our monthly shipments. With a 10%
discount off our regular retail price, $1 items cost $2.70 and $5 items cost $7.65. You can specify what
items you want us to send you and still return any items you do not want.

We maintain a Web site at http://www.wlcxnt.com where you will find a copy of our catalog, recent ads
announcing new items and trip notes. We receive e-mail at robert@wlcxnt.com and regular mail at:

WILCOX ENTERPRISES
P.O. BOX 395
CARTHAGE, IL 62321

You can reach us by telephone at 217-357-3308 unless we are off chasing chips, in which case
everything stops until we get back.

We have an extensive collection of both current and obsolete items from the area we service. Orders are
generally processed over the weekend and shipped on Tuesday, but larger complex orders may take
longer. If we can be of assistance to you, we would like to make your acquaintance. Please either phone,
write or e-mail.

Robert Wilcox Cook CC&GTCC # R-0577 Roberta Cook
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The A.C. Chapter is undergoing
new elections of officers ... and the
winners have not been announced at
the time this report was being pre-
pared. We still have fond memories
of dearly departed Bruce Landau in
our daily thoughts in Atlantic City ...
and will continue to have them for
some time to come.

The month of March did indeed
come in like the proverbial Lion here
on the east coast, with record-setting
snow accumulations that we hadn’t
seen in many, many years.

Hopefully, the month of March will
go out like the proverbial Lamb ...
and we can focus on the opposite
extreme climate conditions come June
in Las Vegas!

Speaking of March; the five-piece
$20 Trump Plaza historical restaurant
series, which began back in October
with the Knife & Fork Restaurant,
was completed in mid-March with the
issuance of the fifth chip; a $20
Angelo’s Fairmount Tavern chip.
Prior to the Angelo’s Fairmount

Tavern chip, the 41 $20 chip in the
series was The Irish Pub that was
released at year’s end. Only 300 each
of these popular restaurant series
chips were issued ... and all five were
routinely sold out within a half hour
after being released as lines of chip
collectors began to form 2-3 hours
prior to the announced release time.

Working backwards in the order of
issuance ... Trump Plaza, in conjunc-
tion with a sold-out no-holds-barred
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Tatian Ceisine

Ultimate Fighting Championship
event being held next door at
Boardwalk Hall (the former A.C.
Convention Center), issued a 3 piece
set of UFC chips (1000 of each) in
late February.

Also in mid-February ... and also
at Trump Plaza, was a release of a
colorful chip commemorating the
appearance of zany head-liner charac-
ter, Carrot Top; plus a Chinese New
Year chip for Year of The Goat
/Sheep? Both were $25 chips issued
a week apart ... and the quantities

issued was 300 each ... and DID NOT
sell out as the restaurant series had.

Resorts still has their 25th
Anniversary NCV chip promotion

- May - June 2003

going on. For those who are not
familiar with what it takes to get
some of these elusive chip issues, one
must be a platinum card holder and
accumulate 25 points in slot play on
their players card, or accumulate four-
hours play on any table game in order
to qualify for ONE CHIP in a sealed
envelope that is picked blindly out of
a Lucite drum. Those players who
complete the 25-chip series are eligi-
ble for the grand prizes to be distrib-
uted at the conclusion of the promo-
tion in May. Rather than show all 25
chips here, and eat up valuable page
space, you may view the complete
series on my A.C. chips web-site at
www.callzia.com/dghome/acchips/ho
me.htm

Common Back



Trump Marina issued four new LE
chips in January. On January 15th,
300 Alice Cooper $25 chips were
released in tandem with a $25 Happy
Holidays chip (300). A week later,
collectors found themselves staring at
another quarter chip (300), plus a
companion nickel chip (1000), to
commemorate the appearance of
legendary performer James Brown

The last LE chip of the year 2002
to ring in the New Year was issued by

Resorts with a $5 Temptations release
of 1000 on December 28th.
As you can see, not a tremendous

amount of activity has taken place at

Atlantic City’s dozen casinos this past
quarter ... but we’re happy to see that
the Trump properties are maintaining
our collecting interests by issuing the
chips they have issued on our behalf.

BUYING & SELLING CARIBBEAN CHIPS
RALPH P. POLLACK

DARTMOUTH CHIP EXCHANGE

P.O. BOX 79216

DARTMOUTH, MA 02747

PLEASE FAX PHOTOCOPIES FOR A QUOTE

Phone: 508-990-1357

I Fax: 508-993-9115

Too bad other properties in town have
significantly scaled back their LE
programs.... although I'm sure some
collectors welcome the respite.

All Claridge chips have been
“retired” ... or if you prefer; are now
considered to be “obsolete”. They
have all been removed from the tables
and replaced with Bally’s rack chips.
While an occasional Claridge slot
token can be found in the pay out
mixture coming out of the machines;
for all practical purposes, the Claridge
tokens have also been removed from

play.

Finally; please forgive me for this
shameless plug ... but my new 2003
Edition of “Black’s Catalog of
Atlantic City Chips & Gaming
Tokens” has finally been released and
is now available from the author.

We’re still patiently awaiting the
release of the 15t Anniversary $5
and $25 CC&GTCC chips by
Trump’s Taj Mahal. Latest estimate
I’ve heard is to expect them sometime
during the month of April and will be
mailed out by Mike Custodio. ‘Till
then..., happy collecting everyone.
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mVirtual Coin Cabinet

Chip, Token, Silver Strike and Coin Collectors Software
The Virtual Coin Cabinet is now available online at: hitp://www.dataxm.com

The Virtual Coin Cabinet Il will soon be available with a free upgrade for existing
users. For upgrade information and details go to: http://www.dataxm.com

To get free priority mail shipping add the code aacctn03 to your order

The Virtual Coin Cabinet was designed to handle all kinds of casino chips, silver strikes,
tokens and coins. The Virtual Coin Cabinet provides collectors with more features for organizing and
managing collections than most dealers have in their business inventory systems.

Available for Windows and Macintosh
Windows version 3.1 or higher, including NT versions and Windows 95, 98 and 2000
Macintosh OS 7.1 or higher
The Virtual Coin Cabinet is a standalone application and does not require any other application to run it.

T T st VETUAL GOL @ABLIET

MENU I <<First | <an'| Next> | Last>> | >Cyae> | [ HouseChips |

el e e e

i o Cﬂo “Town House 1_,

This Oaly | 57830

vicw Al \ Purchased | &/12/2001 | Price Paid|

‘From | Auction|

SORT l ’ R S
f Sale Date i Sale Price|

QUIT l ! Sold to

A.llan Anderson

The Virtual Coin Cabinet ©2000 Stephen M. Huston All Rights Reserved
$49.55
.

e Edit descriptions in the data entry screen to customize
your database

® Change the screen labels to match your chips

e Create your own classifications

* Print catalogs, with or without pictures, including pricing,
grading, catalog number

* Create and print tags for chip holders or trays from
several tag designs

Store, view and print digital images of your collection
Track costs and sales of chips; view totals with just a click
Find items using any field or category

Print a full page information sheet of any chip

Update your wantlists and collections

Import data from Excel or text file

Export to Palm Pilot using JFile (sold separately)
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Along with everyone else in the
Chip Collecting Community, the
members of the Atlantic Chapter were
shocked and saddened by the sudden
and unexpected passing of Chip Club
Pioneer Bruce Landau. Bruce was
also a member of the A. C. Chapter
from its inception in 1995. Bruce
always conducted the Auctions at the
Chapter meeting and his chip stories,
comments and quips were priceless
and always a delight to all of the
members.

Bruce’s widow, Eileen, and his
son, Michael, spoke at the A.C.
Chapter meeting on January 16, 2003
and expressed how big a part chip
collecting had played in Bruce’s and
also their lives. Bruce loved this
hobby and everyone in the hobby
loved Bruce. His family was over-
whelmed and strengthened by the
outpouring of sympathy, concern and
support shown by Chippers for the
loss of this truly remarkable human
being. Bruce was not only a Pioneer
and a renowned expert on chip
collecting, but also a beloved and
trusted friend, counselor, arbitrator,
and a very wise, generous and caring
man. Everyone who met Bruce
instantly liked him and realized he
was somebody special.

Archie Black, Founder of the
National Club, and a close friend of
Bruce, attempted to read a eulogy he
had written about Bruce, but he had
to stop when he was overcome by his
emotions and feelings for his dear
friend. There were many, many
Chippers who had tears in their eyes
as Archie spoke about Bruce.

The Chapter, on the recommenda-
tion of President Brach, approved a
donation of $250.00 to the National
Club Building Fund in Bruce’s memory.

Also at the January 12th meeting,
candidates for the Office of National
Club Vice President, Wayne
Thompson and John Zoesch addressed
the members and gave their positions
on important Club issues. Both of
these men are very competent and
truly want to give their time and effort
to make the Club grow and prosper.

Other business at the meeting
included Nominations for A.C.
Chapter Officers. President Brach and
Secretary Birl were unopposed and
will serve another two-year term in
their respective positions. Russ Diaz
stepped aside as Vice President, and
there will be an election between
Michael Custodio and Brian
Freiermuth for the position of Vice
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by Jerry Birl

President. Bill Kaar, also, chose not
to run for re-election and Bob Irving
volunteered to take over the Chapter
Treasurer’s duties.

This was the Chapter’s first meet-
ing at the Sands Casino and a Casino
representative welcomed all Chapter
members to the Sands, and pledged
that the Sands would do whatever
they could to provide a comfortable
setting for our future Chapter meetings.

The Taj Mahal - CC&GTCC 15th
Anniversary chip project is still being
completed and the chips probably will
be in the Casino sometime in the next
couple of months. Net proceeds from
the sale of these chips will be donated
to the National Club Building Fund.

The Chapter’s Annual Pizza Party
was held at the Baltimore Grill after
the conclusion of the regular meeting.
Everyone who attended the party
enjoyed the food and fellowship.
Many stories were told about the
special moments and experiences that
Chippers had shared with Bruce
Landau over the years.

Bruce Landau may be gone from
us, but he will never be forgotten,
especially by his many, many friends
in the Atlantic City Chapter.
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WE HAVE PARTICIPATED IN EVERY CC&GTCC CONVENTION
AND EVERY ONE GETS BETTER

COME SEE US AT TABLE #32 FOR GREAT CASINO COLLECTIBLES
ONCE AGAIN WE WILL HAVE MANY BARGAINS
WITH SOME OF THE FAIREST PRICES ON THE CONVENTION FLOOR

LOWEST PRICES ON MANY - MANY CHIPS
MANY LIMITED EDITION CHIPS - $6 EACH OR 10 FOR $55
LARGEST VARIETY OF GAMING TOKENS ON THE CONVENTION FLOOR

BROUSE THROUGH OUR CHIP AND TOKEN “JUNQUE” BOXES @3 FOR $5
WE ALWAYS SALT-IN SOME GEMS

50% OFF CASINO ASHTRAYS
LARGEST SELECTION OF CASINO DICE @ LOW PRICES
CONVENTION SPECIAL - TAKE 20% DISCOUNT ON ALL SILVER STRIKES

B & V COINS, TABLE #32
Bettye & Vince Mowery, P. O. Box 33354, Las Vegas, NV. 89133-3354

Calling All Gaming Memorabilia Collectors

Your collections aren’t complete unless you’ve collected
Instant scratchoff tickets and other lottery memorabilia.

Lotology is the fastest growing hobby today.

For free information about an international club whose members collect
and trade lottery memorabilia as a hobby, write:

Arthur Rein
642 Locust Street, Apt. 2]
Mt. Veron, NY. 10522-2620
E-Mail: Lottryfan@aol.com

Or check out our web site at www.Lotterycollectors.com
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CHIPS OFFTHE OLD BLOCK

Terry Lazarus, R-2708...P.0.Box 57...Dallastown, Pa. 17313...1-888-CHIPS-97

E-mail: Pachipper @aol.com

Web site: http://cotob.net

Selected Specials: Catalog: 91 pages, 3500+ chips ...$4

Thunderbird $5 New Find, Diamold Mold
Mandalay Bay $1, $5, $25 Yr of the Goat
Jim Kelley’s Nugget LE Set: $1,5,25,100
Cal-Neva Lodge $1 S-Mold (Sinatra Era)
Stardust (Tahoe) $5 Arodie No346
Incline Village $100 H& C(CJ) Drilled
Giudici’s (Sparks) $5, $25, $100

Sierra Tahoe Dealer’s School $1, $25, ND
Silver Nugget H&C NCV’s: 1,5,25,100
Hard Rock “Rock ‘N’ Rods - Set of 4 $5
Town Tavern $5 Purple Sm Crown 4-Yel
Silver Nugget $25 Mike Tyson (25 Made)
Stork Club (LV) $5 OR $25 OR $100
Trop (AC) Poker Club: Maroon NCV
Hard Rock “Who” at the Joint $5 & $25
Harrah’s (Reno) $25 “US Map” N8537
Opera House Unicorns-5,25,100; No “$”
Bladensburg (Md.) Complete: 60 R’lettes
Harvey’s H-Mold 3-Skull/Wheel R’lettes
Ponderosa $1 Navy LgKey 3-Pink

Opera House 9/11 Charity Set 3 NCV’s
Harrah’s $2.50’s Dry Heat #1, #2, #3, #4
Sahara (LV) $20 Baccarat Plaque (60’s)
Jailhouse — Set of 4: 50c, $5, 2 Diff $25’s
Cal-Neva Lodge $1 Black Rectangle
Mesquite Star — 5 Diff $5

International Dealer’s School (LV) 1,5,25
Mandalay Bay $1 & $5 Yr of the Horse
Harvey’s Obsolete Brass - $1, $2.50, $5
Harvey’s Obsolete $25 Orange Brass
Opera House $1 71 Yrs Only 231 Made
Sonoma Inn (Winnemucca) $5 N3350
North Shore Club Zigzag “NSC 2” Navy
Harrah’s Tahoe Obs. NCV’s 1,5,25,100
Harrah’s Tahoe — Bud Ice - Matched Set
G. Autry’s Htl Continental Red Roul Rm

Saddle West: 15t Issue H&C: 25c¢, $1, $5
Debbie Reynolds $5 N2406

State Line N.D. V9838 Chinese Warrior
Heinie’s Reno - Red, Green, White
Sands (LV) $1 N2128 70°s Lg Pinwheel
The Nugget $25 Home of More Jackpots
Mr. C’s (Reno) $5 H&C 4-Brn 4-Purple
Eddie’s Fabulous 50’s: 5, 25, 100 NCV’s
Tahoe Nugget $1 Red H&C(CJ)
Eldorado RARE $5 NCV - “Fly Away”
The Nugget $.25 Oran. Sm Key pic of Ngt

$99
$59
$349
$48
$99
$199
$49
$32
$32
$48
$48
$139
$299
$22
$55
$59
$45
$169
$89
$38
$100
$28
$45
$65
$129
$59
$28
$39
$29
$49
$7
$38
$65
$39
$189
$22

$49
$50
$79
$22
$35
$575
$95
$89
$59
$125
$69

Caesar’s (S. Lake Tahoe) $1 Gray LgKey
Horseshoe -1995 WSOP NCV’s 1-5000
Frontier Hotel 50c H&C(CJ) “PAN”
Riviera (LV) 25¢; White w/ Red HS; 80’s
Foxy’s Firehouse — 4 Colors H&C NCV’s
Golden Nugt Rare NCV’s 6 Diff : 1-1000
Fiesta -Royal Flush Series of 24 $5 Chips
Cactus Pete’s 25¢ Brown H&C HS Gold
Hard Rock $25 Cinco de Mayo 2002
Texas (LV) 4 Colors: 8-Suit NCV’s
Bally’s Grand (AC) Hall of Fame Set of 5
Mint (LV) 25¢ Purple 2-Yellow pic-Hotel
Ore House (Reno) - Plain Mold $1,2,5,10
Gold Strike (Jean) NCV’s: 5,25,100,500
Pink Pussycat (Reno) $1, $2, $5 w/ «“$”
Pink Pussycat 1,2,5 Error Set - No “$”
Joe’s (Gerlach) $1 Orange Sq-in-Circle
Curzon House (London) 10 Pd Plaque
Curzon House (London) 50 Pd Plaque
Sahara Gardens (Santa Cruz) Obs Set - 7
Bellagio: Ocean’s 11 Undrilled Set of 5
Harrah’s Reno $5 V2714 “Happy B-Day”
Christmas $1 N7349 GREAT INLAY !!
Trop (LV) — Brooks Robinson — SIGNED
Stockmen’s (Elko) $25 Pink; Metal Inlay
Comstock (Reno) $25 N2736 Obsolete
Sands 3 Chip Tourney Set $5, $25, $100
Trop (LV) 5 Match Play Gray/Pink Pie
Harrah’s Reno $5 Octagon “Satisfaction”
Ponderosa Reno N.D. Red Plain V5305
Opera House 71 Yrs $1,5,25,100 (19 Sets)
Town House $5 V9907 Brn SmKey None
North Shore Club 50’s “A” SmKey 3 Diff
Claim Stake (Sparks) $1, $5, $25 - All 3
The Gambler (Reno) $5, $25, $100
CasinoCareer Inst $1, 2.50, 5, 25, 100, 500

Foxwoods $10 - Frank Sinatra

Jim Kelly’s Nugget $1 Lg Key Maroon
The Shack (Lake Tahoe) $5 Diamond
Meeks Bay (Tahoe) $1, 2.50, 5, 25, 100
Trump Marina $25 Hooters (Hologram)
Circus Circus - Emmett Kelly Set of 6
Monte Carlo (Reno) $1, 2.50, 5, 25 O/S
Trump Castle — Royal Flush - Set of 20
Treas Is: #10 Roul; 5 Diff; Never Opened
Nugget (Reno) Green H&C(CJ) 3-Red
Nugget $1 Maroon SmKey pic of Nugget

$22
$99
$39
$45
$45
$249
$230
$89
$120
$32
$65
$39
$49
$38
$49
$59
$69
$45
$75
$69
$89
$85
$595
$29
$89
$39
$95
$48
$35
$99
$389
$70
$99
$48
$49
$29

$38
$28
$69
$49
$48
$59
$49
$249
$29
$49
$69

P&H: Up to $100 = $3

$100 to $299 = $4

$300 or more = No Charge
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OLCD
Stuff!

by Jim Follis

Well... the Convention is just around the corner and the web-sites have been abuzz with the excitement. There was
many a thread regarding Club Elections on the Club’s Message Board (http://www.ccgtcc,com). Meanwhile, the several
other casino collectibles focused Message Boards (aka: BBS’s) have been lit up with message traffic about where to stay
(the Tropicana, of course), and when to arrive (before the Convention, of course) and when to leave, well lets not talk
about Leaving Las Vegas! <g>

If you are wondering what that symbol at the end of my last sentence is for, allow me to explain. It is part of the
on-line lexicon called emoticons. This particular emoticon “<g>" means that when I wrote my statement (“Leaving Las
Vegas”) I was grinning or chuckling. Emoticons are intended to impart a little body language, or gestures with the
printed language medium of BBS’s (remember, Message Boards).

The lowercase letter “g” means grinning/laughing, an uppercase “G” means laughing hard! ROFL means rolling on
the floor laughing. And on it goes with representations for sadness, anger, and many, many other emotions. From time
to time I will include them here in my CCTN articles, as they can be very useful in clarification of intent and purpose in
the written language away from the computer.

Although the release date of this copy of the CCTN is beyond the deadline for returning votes, as of this writing there
are no official results known, however, early returns reflect un-contested winning campaigns by Mike Skelton and Mike
Quinlivan. I guess if you are going to throw your hat into the ring, it helps to be named Mike. <G>

Congratulations as well to the other victorious office seekers, may you lead the Club where it needs to be.

Well, some mighty interesting things seem to take place on the various BBS’s. We recently had a question from an
individual who wanted to know a few basic things about casino memorabilia collecting before he committed to joining
the Club or getting serious. He was referred to a “Newbie FAQ?” site that is chock full of beginner collecting questions
and answers. What is rather interesting is that the Beginner FAQ site was put together by another newbie, Will Knight.
It seems that Will decided to keep track of his many (and I do mean MANY) newbie questions and then consolidated

them to a single location on the Internet. Will’s FAQ page is at: http://www32.brinkster.com/chipjunkie/beginners.htm
Good job Will.

“BTW?” (which is on-line speak for “By The Way”), did you notice the several other on-line verbage I used above?
One was “FAQ” which is short for facts presented in a questions and answers format. I also capitalized the word
“many” the second time I used it. This is the same as shouting, which is to emphasize it. It is very much like using
bold letters, but bolding is not always simple to do while on-line, so using capital letters does the same thing.

In other developments on the BBS’s, I want to express appreciation to Andy Hughes
(http://www.nevadacasinochips.com/) and Mike Skelton (soon to be the next CC&GTCC President). Independently they
both ran contests in which the winners were given free chips. In Andy’s case, many chips were pledged by other
collectors (as well as by Andy himself) to new members. Too many to thank here, but their names are known to the
new Members that received chips; they are also noted on the BBS.
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From time-to-time a Club member decides to run a quickie contest, where the prize is a chip or two. I have seen
contests for answering gaming history trivia, actors from old TV shows or movies and even a best caption contest for a
particular photograph of a Club Member. Often, during the play-off seasons a pool or two is started. The largest, recur-
ring contest is that of Andy Hughes’ Annual Christmas Contest. The prizes are wonderful and the questions are tough.

.

As I mentioned in my last column, this column would address a unique phenomenon in collecting called Round
Robins. One of the benefits of on-line collecting is the ability to expand your collection in leaps and bounds on a more
frequent basis than attending collectibles shows and/or buying from dealer catalogues. The on-line method is called a
Round Robin, abbreviated to “RR” and RR’s come in fairly wide variety to suit nearly every ones collecting tastes and
preferences.

The basic idea is to take about 30 chips (or tokens, or cards, or even a mix of all of them) and mail them around from
one collector to the next. At each stop, the recipient pulls what he/she wants and replaces each with a like item and
mails this new mix to the next person in line. What the originator receives at the end is a lot different than what was
sent, and sometimes the participants along the way add and extra item or two as a thank you.

The singular, over-riding constant rule about RR’s, is to only put in what you would find acceptable to add to your
own collection! Adding junk is very obvious, very traceable and will likely only happen just once. As I mentioned
before, RR’s can come in a wide assortment and varieties, but there are two primary types at the present time. One is
called a regular RR and the other is a Shotgun RR. Regular RR’s are pretty much as described above, moving from one
person to another, and can be themed in any number of ways. I have seen $1 Nevada-only RR’s, Anywhere but Nevada
RR’s, Atlantic City-only RR’s, Riverboat-only, Indian-only, etc. The same holds true for $1 only RR’s, $5 only RR’s, or
Mixed RR’s (fractionals, $1°s, $2.50’s, $5 combined). Some Mixed RR’s can include roulettes, NCV’s and regular
issues, while some are mixed denominations. The originator is free to select the structure.

An off-shoot of the Mixed RR, is the Mixed Deluxe RR. A Mixed Deluxe RR mixes chips with tokens, with matches,
with swizzle sticks, with room keys, with slot cards and even dice! Again, this is left to the imagination of the originator.

Generally, most items within an RR trade for like items and in the cases of chips and tokens, they tend to be face-for-
face, i.e., a $5 chip for a $5 chip. But some of the most interesting RR’s I’ve seen are those billed as a “TCR Valued”
RR. “TCR” of course standing for The Chip Rack (a value/price guide) implies that chips in the RR are exchanged
based on their collector value and not on face value. TCR-Value RR’s have a tendency to be shipped from participant to
participant with a fair amount of insurance coverage, and all RR’s use Priority Mail. Therefore, there is always a price
to pay for the ability to participate in any given RR, but some can be more expensive than others.

The second major RR-type is the Shotgun RR. Instead of having a single collection of items passed from one partici-
pant to another, the Shotgun RR is geared more toward instant gratification. In a Shotgun RR the theme is selected,
participants are solicited, a mailing list is created and then every participant mails the required number of chips, or
tokens, or cards, etc. to every one of the participants on the mailing list. Over the next several days each participant’s
mail box fills with surprise packages from the other participants.

Something to keep in mind when participating in any RR; YOU MUST HAVE TRADERS! In the first RR I partici-
pated in, I had three traders, but wanted to pull 18 chips! Talk about angst! From that time forward I adopted a rule of
buying at least 10 $1 chips from each casino I visited and if I could, I would buy at least 4 $5 chips. I would gather as
many slot cards as I could possibly find, because you can never have too many traders of anything!

Well, those are the basics of an RR and this is the end of this Quarter’s OLCD Stuff. I look forward to seeing everyone
at the Convention, be sure to stop by and say hello. I will be there for the duration helping my wife (Pam Focazio)

running the Club’s Promotions Table. I know, I know.... It’s a tough job, but somebody’s got to do it! <VBG>

olcd@ccgtcc.com
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A FREE VEGAS TRIP
BECOMES A
CHIP COLLECTING
TV SPECIAL REPORT

by Terry Shaffer

Winning A Free Trip to Las Vegas

It was a very cold and cloudy
Monday in early January when I
arrived home from a long, grueling
eight hours of sitting on my butt at
the office. I found my beautiful wife
Debi sitting in front of the computer
with a Cheshire cat grin on her face.
It didn’t take long for Debi to come
out with what she was so obviously
excited about telling me. “Want to get
a free trip to Vegas?” she said. It took
all of three seconds to give her the
affirmative response she knew that I
would give.

She went on to explain that the
local CBS television affiliate, WTOL-
TV 11 News, Toledo, Ohio, was
running a contest which was award-
ing a four-day trip to Las Vegas to
three lucky couples. The station was
planning a month long series called
“The Best Bets in Vegas” which
would air every Thursday night on
the 11:00 p.m. news. All I had to do
was to write an email telling that I
knew about Vegas and could be an
asset to the program. Debi exclaimed,
“Who knows more about Las Vegas
than you? You’ll win for sure!” I
told her, “lots of people know more
about Vegas than I do, but I'll write
up a quick email and give it a shot”.
After all, I had nothing to lose.

So, I wrote up an email going
through the usual things like talking
about the free shows at the Mirage,
Treasure Island, Fremont Street,
Bellagio and Sam’s Town. I threw in
a little talk about the world of
“comps” with a touch of the common
sense things like the best payoffs for
slots were at the off the strip casinos.
I, of course, had to make mention of
my casino chip collecting and the
world of casino chips and chipping in
Vegas! As soon as I hit the send
button, Debi was deciding what to wear.

According to the news channel’s
website, the winners would be
notified that Friday. Two days after
sending the email, I received a
telephone call from the News
Director of the TV Station informing
me that we were one of the ten cou-
ples selected out of over 400 emails
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as “semi-finalists”. I would need to
come down to the station the next day
for an interview, after which they
would make the final selection of the
three winning couples. I’m assuming
that they needed to make sure that the
people didn’t have naked women
tattooed on their necks or a serious
case of Turrets Syndrome. On Friday
morning, I got the call that we were
“Going to Vegas”.

So we were off. The three couples,
news director, reporter,
cameraman and about 3,000
pounds of miscellaneous
camera equipment were off
for four days in Vegas.

After arriving at the

§ airport, we were picked up
by a stretch limousine and
taken to the MGM Grand
where we stayed in the
Grand Towers. The trip also
included tickets to Cirque
Du Solei, along with tickets
to the big Super Bowl Party
at the Harley Davidson Cafe.

The three couples each had a
different focus to their individual
stories. The first couple would be
“Vegas for the first timer”. The
second couple was to be “Vegas on a
Budget”, and we were to be the
veteran Las Vegas couple who took
advantage of what Vegas had to offer.
Our activities would be things like the
buffet at the Aladdin, attending the
top shows and playing at table games
at the casinos.

Of course, how could a chipper
come to Las Vegas without doing
some serious chipping? Low and
behold, the Cannery had just opened
three days prior to our arrival. We
were scheduled to go to the big Super
Bowl Party at the Harley Davidson
Cafe at 2:00pm.



Morning was set aside
for a trip to check out the
Cannery in North Vegas. A
short $26.00 cab ride later
we were there. Nothing to
write home about, but it
was a nice place with a
decent crowd. Debi (my
beautiful wife) informed me
that I had better get busy
and win our cab fare before
we left, so I sat down at the
Black Jack Table. I decided
to play $25.00 a hand and
hoped that I could make
quick score and be on my way. I won
the first hand, but lost the second. For
the third and forth hands I was dealt
twenty each time and won both
hands. So with my $50.00 winnings
in hand, we decided to run down to
the Fiesta for some more chips. I had
to use the special dedicated CAB-
PHONE (the Vegas version of the
Bat-phone) and called for a cab.

Shortly there after, we arrived at
the Fiesta and ready to get some of
those great Chipco $1.00 chips. For
those of you that aren’t familiar with
the Fiesta chips, there is one of each
suit with the picture of a royal flush,
which makes perfect sense since their
claim to fame is that they are the
Royal Flush Capital of the World. I
don’t know if that’s really true, but it
sure looks good on the chips.

I decided for some reason to get
the chips from the Craps table. Being
Sunday afternoon, there was only one
table open, and it was filled. I was
able to squeeze in and laid my money
down. I didn’t have a good feeling
when I noticed that everyone’s rack
was pretty empty. That was okay. I
wasn’t there to actually play much,
but rather to just get the chips.

The player to my right rolled a few
more times and then sevened out. Yes,

Debi at the slots

that’s right, I squeezed into the left of
the shooter, a major Craps faux pas!
Luckily, the players were all very nice
about it, and there was to be no
beheading today.

Now was my turn with the dice. 1
rolled, and rolled, hit lots of numbers
and then finally made the point. I
wasn’t betting into the roll because
my objective was not to really play
and win, but rather to collect lots of
$1.00 chips. So I kept my bets at
$10.00 and $12.00, a level that would
pay $14.00 each roll.

I was laying out the $1.00 chips
into four separate stacks, one for each
suit. For some reason the other play-
ers were more interested in my rolling
the dice. Go figure. I rolled again
with more of the same result, num-
bers, numbers and more numbers.
Finally I realized I had better bet into
this amazing shooter and give up on
the silly chip thing. This was fine
now because I had easily forty $1.00
chips in my pocket at this point.

My rolling of numbers and points
continued complete with high five’s,
cheers and even a few hugs for a full
50 minutes straight. It was the first
time ever that I’ ve had someone actu-
ally pick me up and hug me!

When I actually sevened out, it
took a good five full seconds of
everyone looking and trying to under-
stand what the combination of 4 plus
3 added up to. Then came the
applause. Even the dealers were clap-
ping. A grand time was had by all. I
cashed out with a profit of over
$600.00, a pocket full of chips and a
silly grin on my face that would stay
for hours.

Now it was time to relax and enjoy
the Super Bowl Party at the Harley
Davidson Cafe. Again, it was a good
day, as I caught a couple of T-shirts
that the cute little waitress was toss-
ing out and Tampa Bay won.

Monday was to be the big day of
our filming. To our surprise, the news
director suddenly decided that the
focus of our segment would be the
gambling side of visiting Vegas.
Being an experienced table player, I
have lots of do’s and don’ts about
gambling and little ways of trying to
minimize the house edge while play-
ing Craps and Black Jack. They then
decided that I was now their
“Gambling Guru”. Ididn’t have the
heart to remind them that Las Vegas
was built with the money of gamblers
who had systems!

Prior to coming out to Las Vegas, [
had set it up with Gene Trimble,
fellow chipper and Poker Room
manager of the Palms Casino, to
bring cameras into the Palms to do
some filming. I had been successful
in talking the news director into film-
ing some of my table play at the
Palms as well as taking some time to
film an interview with Gene on chip
collecting.

The interview with Gene went
very well, as did the filming of my
Black Jack play, which couldn’t have
been better. The last thing I would
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want to have happen would be to
have the cameras rolling, filming
away as I lost. But Lady Luck was
with me and I got decent cards. For
the icing on the cake, the dealer didn’t.

Next, it was off to the Hotel San
Remo on Tropicana Blvd. for more
filming. As it turns out, Mike
Hennesy, the Executive Vice
President of the Hotel San Remo, is a
native of Toledo. We filmed as I
played both Craps and Black Jack
there, and Debi (you remember, my
beautiful wife) playing the slots. My
Craps play was nothing to write home
about as I came out about even, but
Black Jack was again kind to me, and
I enjoyed the unusual luxury of
getting two black Jacks in a row...on
film!

That evening we finished off our
busy day by enjoying our free eighth
row center seats to the Cirque Du
Solei “O” show at the Bellagio.

Gene Trimble

fl TERRY SHAFFER

TP Y CASIND  CHIP COLLECTOR
w T :

Terry and his chips

Chip Collecting Special Report

Jerry Anderson

The news director was extremely
interested in the fact that I was a
collector of casino chips. He wasn’t
aware that people would actually
choose NOT to turn them in to the
cashier for cash but rather deliberately
collect them instead. Thus was born
the idea of a special TV segment

dedicated entirely to my chip collect-
ing. Although the main focus of the
report was of me, Gene Trimble was
also featured. The majority of the
filming for this segment was done in
my home with our local CBS
Television newscaster Jerry Anderson.
The segment that was filmed of Gene
Trimble, on location at the Palms
Casino, was blended into the segment
quite smoothly. Jerry Anderson did a
fabulous job with the interview. We
discussed some of the old time illegal
casinos that had operated in the
Toledo area such as the Hollywood
Club, the Maumee Club and the
Dixie. He even gave a nice plug for
my website. Unfortunately, my
discussion about the CC&GTCC and
the benefits as well as much of my
talking about Greg Susong’s
Chipboard were lost on the cutting
room floor.
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What Lo %M Collect?

Previously, I had shared some of
my experiences as to what I collected
during my early years of chip collect-
ing. Commemoratives, Dovetails,
Quarter Pies, Arodies, Paulson Metal
Centers, 25 centers, 50 centers, Brass
Cores, & $2.50’s were some of the
areas that I had collected in and out
of. However, I was not content with
just collecting by mold, chip type or
denomination. I was still searching
for different things or ways to collect
to make chip collecting interesting
and fun. Picking up from where we
left of previously, here are my
answers to the often asked question of
“What do you collect?”

In my early years of chip collect-
ing, every time I went to Las Vegas
on business, I would always make it a
point of getting a few $1 chips from
as many casinos as possible.
Interestingly enough, since collecting
$1 Las Vegas was not on the agenda
(at that time), I only got them for
trading purposes. Still, I was glad I
did. Maybe it was a premonition of
things to come. More on this later
on.

My earlier attempts to collect by
mold lasted only a very short time.
My choice of Arodies, which seems
to be the most popular mold, was
probably not a good choice for a
beginner. Regardless of price, there
was never a great supply of them.
With high demand for them, it should
not be a surprise to anyone that the
prices of Arodies are going to be
higher compared to others.

Part II

by Joe Shaw

I still wanted to pursue the idea of
collecting by mold. Picking which
mold was no easy task. I settled with
Christy and Jones mold chips. 1
should have known that Christy’s was
my favorite mold, given the fact that
I’ve always liked Dovetails and
Quarter Pies. I don’t recall when I
officially started collecting Christy’s,
but I do remember the strange
moment when I decided that Christy’s
was the answer to my age old
question of what to collect. Up until
this point, my exposure to Christy’s
was with my limited Dovetails and
Quarter Pies that I had in my collec-
tion. I do recall reading about them
in one of the early issues of Chip
Chat, Doug Saito’s newsletter. Then
came the day when I got my very first
Christy that was neither a Dovetail
nor Quarter Pie. Oddly enough, the
chip that spawned my Christy collec-
tion over the next few years was not a
rare or hard to find chip. It was a
common $5 house chip from the Mint
Club in Reno. The Christy’s trade-
mark characteristics of “Long canes”
and “shiny” hats stood out immedi-
ately. Even old, worn, used Christy’s
have shiny hats. The shiny hat
phenomenon is unmistakable on a
uncirculated Christy. Darker color
chips can also enhance the shine.
Christy’s that are black have the most
pronounced accentuated shine.

There was something indescribable
about seeing that chip for the first
time. Maybe it was the appeasing
color combination of the red inserts
on a mustard colored chip, accentuated

with the green “Mint Club” wording.
In uncirculated condition, with razor
sharp square edges, it made every-
thing look even better. To top it off,
the weight of the chip seemed to feel
different. It felt heavier and more
solid. I think I had my first out of
body experience in chip collecting. It
was like seeing God. At that point in
my life, I decided that Christy’s was
what I was missing in life. Here is
the chip that started it all.

I was consumed with collecting
Christy’s. It was like a sickness. 1
was willing to exchange my
children’s inheritance for Christy’s.
Over the next few years, I bought
(almost) every Christy that I came
across. My response to what I collect
was a simple “Any NEVADA Christy
and Jones mold chip”. My “criteria”
for Christy’s was simple.
Denomination did not matter. They
just had to be from Nevada. I had
denominations ranging from a 10
center all the way up to the $100’s.
Included was the odd denomination
of a 12 1/2-cent chip from the Sans
Souci. Free Plays, No Cash Values,
Non Negotiables, ND, Roulettes,
FARO & PAN chips also found their
way into my Christy’s collection.

I actually adhered to my own
“criteria” of only collecting Christy’s
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from Nevada for awhile. I stayed
away from Christy’s from California,
and other unknown locations. That
rule was broken when Dennis Owen
found out that I collected Christy’s. 1
had known Dennis from my Silver
Strike collecting days. Through his
store at the time, Consolidated
Collectibles (Reno), he was one of the
first Silver Strikes/chips dealer that I
dealt with. During a phone conversa-
tion, I recall him saying “if you
collect Christy’s, you’ve got to have
these C&J sample chips”. That
sounded like the ultimate. What
better chip to augment my Christy
collection than C&J sample chips in
pristine new condition. I told Dennis
to send the chips, and he did. I'm
sure that there must have been a
surprised look on my face when I
opened the box of chips that was sent.
I had expected 5 or 10 chips. In the
box was over 40 different sample
chips. Combinations of possible
variances of chip and insert colors,
along with shapes of inserts. All were
in sharp pristine new condition.
Edges so sharp that you could shave
with it. To this day, they have
remained one of my favorites.
Interesting part about these sample
chips is the fact that I have never
been able to add any new ones to my
collection. I know they exist, I just
have not been able to find any.

After a few years of collecting just
Christy’s, I again went off on a
tangent in what I collected. What
triggered it was not because I was
getting tired of Christy’s, but rather

how some of them looked.
Specifically Hot Stamp ones. Let’s
be honest, chips with graphic inlays
are much more appealing to the eye
than Hot Stamp chips. At about the
same time I also noticed that
Rectangle mold chips all “seem” to
have inlays, and nice looking inlays
too! I then had a vision about collect-
ing Rectangle mold chips. This
would solve the problem that I had
with Hot Stamp chips. In fact, it was
a great solution. This was all based
on my theory that if all Rectangle
mold chips have inlays, and chips
with inlays looks great, then
Rectangle mold chips must all be nice
looking chips. My high school math
teacher would have been proud of me.
I actually applied what I learned in
Math decades earlier.

If A is equal to B, and if B is equal to C
then
Aisequal toC

So, in addition to Christy’s, I was
now also collecting Rectangle mold
chips. Most of which seem to hail
from Las Vegas, another plus point in
my collectibility scale. I started with
a great looking El Rio $5 chip. More
were added as the months went by.
soon discovered that Rectangle mold
chips feel real “smooth” to the touch.
They almost feel like there was a
laminated coating. Some collectors
like this feeling. I hated it. I also
came across a slight problem. As my
high school math teacher would
remind us, “A = C”, if and only if “A
=B” & “B = C”. Neglecting to make

Christy Samples
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sure that the conditions were met, my
theory about Rectangle mold chips
and inlays came to a quick end a few
months later when I came across not
one, two, but three Rectangle mold
Hot Stamp chips. So much for my
theory about inlays! The 3 culprits
that shattered my visions of chips
with inlays were the Yep Luckie $5,
Bunnies Bar $1 and Sans Souci $1.
All are Hot Stamp chips. Rectangle
mold chips were added to my formerly
collected list.

Ironically, while I sold or traded
off most of the Rectangle mold inlay
chips that I had, I actually kept 2 of
the Hot Stamp ones. That was
because the Bunnies Bar $1 & Sans
Souci $1 fit the criteria of another one
of my major areas of collecting.

As mentioned before, I’ve always
accumulated $1 chips from Las Vegas
from various trips over the years.
Realizing that I had unknowingly built
a $1 chip collection over for a few
years, I decided that collecting Las
Vegas $1 chips would be a fun thing to
do (although I still loved my Christy’s).

This turned out to be another area that
was really fun to collect. For starters,
there were plenty, which meant that it
would keep me occupied and interested
for the next few years. Pricing was




reasonable on “most”. So, now I was
collecting Christy’s & LV $1 chips.
In looking back, 1999 was a good
chip-collecting year. I recall being at
Jerry Wall’s table at that year’s
Convention. It was the time that he
decided to sell everything. Elbowing
my way in, I recall spending many
hours each day of the Convention at
his table looking through binder after
binder of chips. Not just common
stuff either. I saw many chips that I
have never seen before (or since). A
few Christy’s were added to my col-
lection. Not many, but that was
because I was concentrating on get-
ting LV $1’s instead. Here is a sam-
ple of where I spent my children’s
inheritance on in 1999.

In my eyes, Elko must be a great
place. Great because it is also home
to the Commercial, where is where 3
great Christy’s came from.

I started off the millennium with
another buying frenzy. It all started
when another Jerry decided to sell his
$1 chip collection. My first
purchase(s) for 2000 was from Jerry

However, without a doubt, my
favorite addition was a unique $1
cream colored Christy from
Stockmen’s in Elko. It will go well
with the other $1 & $5 Christy’s from
Stockmens. All 3 chips feature the
famous Stockmen’s bull.

Hoover. I started off the year 2000

with these 5. There were more, but

these remained my favorites.

e Landmark, LV $1 with inlay of
Black Tower

¢ Mint, LV $1 both brown/lavender
dovetails

¢ Oliver’s Castaways, LV $1 in
uncirculated condition.

¢ Thunderbird, LV $1 host chips
with Bill Deer & Lee Dee

e New Town Tavern, LV $1 Orange
HHR

As the year went on, I added many
more Christy’s and LV $1 chips. Too
many to even list my favorites. I
bought fewer chips than in the previous
year, but that was because I was
concentrating on the hard to find
chips. The year ended with the addi-
tion of 2 more Christy’s. A
Thunderbird $5 red NCV and a
Thunderbird 50 cent green/maroon
dovetail.

For someone who was not inten-
tionally collecting Thunderbird chips,
I certainly had my share of chips
from them. Most of my favorite
Christy’s came from there. The 50
cent dovetails, the HS 50 center, the
different $1 host chips, along with the
famous $1 & $5 inlay chips with the
bird.

I found it interesting that no
Christy $2.50’s existed in all my
years of collecting Christy’s. I had
my chance when I was offered the
Mint, LV $2.50 dovetails. Both
green/purple tail versions. $800 was
the asking price, which was some-
thing that I could live with. However,
I had to back out of the deal when I
realized that the $800 was not for
both chips. That was the last time
that I found a $2.50 Christy. In look-
ing back, I often regretted not getting
the chips when I had my chance.
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Aside from being a great chip, it was
also one of those that fulfilled 3 of
my collecting “criteria” (past and
present). It was a Christy, it was a
dovetail, and it was a $2.50. My high
school math teacher would again be
proud of me, since this would have
been a perfect example to use in
defining the terms “mutually inclu-
sive” and “mutually exclusive”.
Along with the diagram of the circles
intersecting each other. Chips of
course, would be substituted in place
of the circles. (Maybe that can come
in another time.)

Christy’s & LV $1 chips continued
to be my main focus in 2001. Only
difference was that I was buying
much less. After buying furiously for
the past years, I was actually finding
it hard to find something that I needed.
Keeping track of what I had was
another problem that surfaced. Often,
I bought chips, only to find that I
already had them after getting home.
Other chippers’ solution of carrying
a binder of printouts or
scans of their collection
did not appeal to me
either. Having to haul
binders around just
seemed to take the fun
out of collecting. I kept
on going, even though I

had no solution to the things bother-
ing me.

The Thunderbird chips gave me
the idea of collecting by casino,
something that I had never done
before. The end result is one of my
latest ideas of collecting all chips
from the MGM, LV. I've always
liked the MGM. I liked the lion
Logo. Best of all, no Hot Stamp
chips either, not even on their
roulettes. My original idea was to
collect all of their $5 chips.
Eventually this was broadened to
include the $25 & $100, Baccarats,
prototypes, roulettes (all 3 issues) and
the Jetons that I wished I kept.
Commemoratives were not included.

This turned out to be another fun
one, as I was also able to find some
unlisted variations to add to the col-
lection. As to my original goal of
collecting all of their $5 chips, I’ve
managed to get all except for the $5
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Bicentennial in H&C mold. Hardest
part about this one was finding their
Jetons. Here are some of the MGM
chips that I managed to procure.

It was actually refreshing to work
on the idea of collecting MGM
chips. Reason being that I found
myself losing interest in chip
collecting. Maybe it was because of
my frustration of not finding chips, or
maybe it was just burn out from the
pace that I was adding Christy’s &
LV $1’s. There were just too many
chips. Too many to keep track of.
The Inlay vs. Hot Stamp chip issue
started to really bother me. In my
mind, I questioned myself as to why I
would spend $300 or more on a Hot
Stamp chip. I would buy the chip
simply because it was a Christy or a
LV $1. and because I did not have it
already. Idid not care for the looks
of the chip. I simply bought it
because I “needed it”.

“Why buy something you don’t
like” was the question that I was seri-
ously pondering. After some thought,
I eventually decided that if I was to
spend money on a chip, it should at
least look good. The likelihood of
new Hot Stamp chips being added to
my collections seems remote. I also
had a solution for the problem of too
many chips. I still love Christy’s and
chip collecting in general. I just
needed some way of sparking the
interest factor back. I then made
some minor adjustments to what I
collected. Nothing that really
deviated from my original path either.




Instead of collecting all LV $1’s, as I
did before. I now only collect LV $1
chips dating back to when I sort of
officially started chip collecting. It
made sense and had more meaning
since these were casinos that I have at
least set foot into. It did not seem
very meaningful to collect something
that I know nothing about its looks or
location.

What I collect for Christy’s was
also narrowed down. Instead of
collecting all Nevada Christy’s, I nar-
rowed it down with one more criteria.
Since the shiny hats of a Christy
shows up the best when it’s on a
black chip, I decided to limit
Christy’s to only black ones. This is
what I have for black Christy’s.
Nothing new, just what I had from
before.

Because of the con-
trasting black color, it
almost seems that even
hot stamps are more
accentuated on a black
Christy. While there a
few Hot Stamped black
Christy’s in my collec-
tion, there one that stands out above
the rest and hold a special memory in
my mind. The chip is a $5 black
Christy from the Battle Mountain
Club in Battle Mountain.

It’s special to me because I believe
that it’s a rare chip. The chip that I
have is the only one that I have ever
seen for sale. I’ve never seen one
since. It was the first BLACK
Christy that I bought. What makes
this addition to my collection so spe-
cial is because it was made possible
by Bruce Landau. Many years ago,
as a beginner, Bruce had sold me my
very first black Christy. Every time I
look at the chip, I cannot stop but
think of Bruce. Thanks Bruce.

In my quest for an area of collect-
ing that would entail only chips with
inlay, I actually did come up with an
answer. This is my latest venture in
chip collecting. What I collect are
chips with “split” inserts, or “inserts
within inserts”. I am collecting by
“Insert Marks”, as opposed to molds,

which I believe is a first. Viewing
these examples might be easier than
trying to explain.

This is what I have come up with
concerning “split” insert
chips. I could be wrong or
missed something, but based
on what I have seen so far...

e ALL of them come with an inlay.

* There are no Hot Stamp chips.

* They come in LgKey, HCE, House
or GN mold only.

= The inserts style is always the
same. (3 of one color within 6 of
another)

I believe it’s unique in terms of
what to collect. If you like inlays on
chips, this may just be the thing that
you are looking for. Give it a try. It’s
certainly different. If anything, it’s a
great conversation piece when you
meet up with other chip collectors for
the first time. It will take you a good
15 minutes trying to explain what it is
that you collect.

This pretty much sums up what
I’ve been collecting all these years.
I’ve had fun doing it, and hope to
continue for many
more years to come.
Happy chipping and
see you all at the
Convention.
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lahoe D
a brief history ano

The history of the Tahoe Biltmore
is difficult to trace because the casino
industry, in general, kept a low profile
of ownership due to past unsavory
characters. This is not to say that any
of this property’s owners were
involved in any wrong doing.

The story begins in 1946, when the
Tahoe Biltmore was built by Joseph
Blumfield.

The Tahoe Biltmore later changed
it’s name when Sanford “Sandy”
Adler bought it in 1951. Adler, who
owned the Cal-Neva Lodge at the
same time, renamed the Tahoe
Biltmore the Cal-Neva Biltmore.

The Cal-Neva Biltmore was sold
again to three new owners: David
Crow, Eddie Hopple, and Jacki Gonn
in 1952. Jacki Gonn now owns three
other casino interests in Las Vegas.

In 1956, the Biltmore went
through another exciting develop-
ment, when Joby Lewis built a casino
adjacent to the west side of the
Cal-Neva Biltmore and called it
Lewis’ Monte Carlo.

In 1958, after 12 years in the
business, the Cal-Neva Biltmore was
remodeled and renamed the Nevada
Lodge by Meta and Lincoln
Fitzgerald. In 1959, the Fitzgeralds
purchased Lewis’ Monte Carlo and
combined it with the Nevada Lodge.

The Fitzgeralds were fascinating
owners of the Biltmore. Lincoln

by Allan Anderson

Fitzgerald came to Reno in 1946 from
Detroit, MI. Fitzgerald is credited
with being the first individual to put a
restaurant in a casino in Reno, NV.

Rumors said that Fitzgerald was a
former member of the Purple Gang
from Detroit. This was never proven,
but he was shot twice while in Reno
by an unknown assailant.
Interestingly, Fitzgerald requested
that the police not investigate “the
incident”.

One last note of interest is the past
of the upstairs Nevada Room. Stars
like Phyllis Diller (who startled
tourists and locals alike with her
green hair), Helen O’Connell, Rowan
and Martin, and Rudy Vallee, all
performed in the Nevada Room. It
didn’t stop there—Soupy Sales and
Regis Philbin also appeared in the
Nevada Room.

In 1985, the Nevada Lodge was
purchased by Tahoe Crystal Bay, Inc.
In 1986, the Nevada Lodge reverted
back to its original name, the Tahoe
Biltmore.

In addition to the colorful history
of the Tahoe Biltmore concerning its
owners and performers, the Biltmore
boast its very own ghost. Just ask any
member of the staff about Mary.....

Mary has been with the Biltmore
since the 1960s. She was a cabaret
dancer when they used to do full
stage shows. She has appeared in
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Mary

many places throughout the facility
including the front desk, the
employee breakroom, the laundry
room, the lobby bar, the Aspen
Cabaret Showroom and as recently as
a few weeks ago, in the boiler room.
She generally makes her presence
known via the electrical system,
either by turning lights on or off or
with flickering lights. There are
several employee reports of hearing
footsteps in the dressing room near
the stage when there is no one
around. She also has made her
appearance known by being visible,
but when the employee looks they
never really get a visual of her face,
just her clothing (1960’s mini skirt ).

The story goes that Mary died in a
car accident on Mount Rose Highway.
If you ask the staff, many have Mary
stories to share.

Past and Present Chips

When Lincoln Fitzgerald came to Reno
and purchased the Nevada Club in Reno
and the Nevada Lodge at North Lake
Tahoe, he brought with him some chips
which had been used at the illegal
Chesterfield Club near Detroit. These
chips were used as $1 chips before
Fitzgerald had new Nevada Lodge chips
made.
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The Nevada Lodge

The Tahoe Biltmore today. The coffee shop at the left was the
old Monte Carlo Casino.
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The Binion Hoard:
A Tale of Murder

A homicide investigation in Las
Vegas unearthed a collector’s cache
of nearly 46,000 pounds of silver
dollars and bullion stored in a secret,
underground vault.

Ted Binion’s hoard of silver
dollars came to public attention in a
rather dramatic way. It was dug up in
the Nevada desert by the collector’s
alleged murderer. The story of Binion’s
life, and that of his silver dollars,
reads like a television mini-series.
At the center of this epic drama was a
man who tried to follow in the
footsteps of his successful father, a
legendary casino owner on the wild
and often dangerous Las Vegas Strip.
The younger Binion also led a
colorful life, to say the least. He was
a man who distrusted paper money
but, as fate would have it, had daily
access to a seemingly endless supply
of circulating silver dollars. And he
was a man who knew about numis-
matic values and had the funds and
foresight over the years to set aside a
vast quantity of high-quality silver
dollars and other silver coins. And,
finally, he was a man killed by those
he trusted.

The discovery of the Binion Hoard
also sounds faint echoes of two
famous holdings of silver dollars —
the Redfield Hoard of Nevada and the
huge stash of Carson City dollars
from United States government
vaults. These two hoards sparked a
huge upswing in the demand for
silver dollars and changed the numis-
matic world. Now the revelation of
Binion’s cache joins the exclusive

by Charles Surasky

ranks of these storied events.

Let’s take a quick look at how and
why Ted Binion’s historic hoard

was assembled. The truth often is
stranger — and much more entertain-
ing — than fiction.

Living Large in Las Vegas

Binion’s real first name was
Lonnie, but everyone knew him as
“Ted”. He grew up surrounded by
money — literally and figuratively.
His father,Lester “Benny” Binion,
was a well-known gambler who left
Texas for legal gaming opportunities
in Nevada. In 1951 Benny opened
Binion’s Horseshoe, a small Las
Vegas casino that, with his energy and
marketing sense, grew into a multi-
state enterprise.

It was an empire built on cash.
Lots of cash. In fact,one of the most
famous tourist attractions in Las
Vegas was Benny Binion ’s $1 million
cash exhibit. Every year, thousands of
visitors stopped in at the Horseshoe to
have their picture taken with Benny ’s
display of 100 $10,000 bills. Benny
was a master promoter.
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Ted grew into adulthood surround-
ed by mountains of money on the
gaming tables, in the cashiers’ booths
and in the casino’s vaults. But as
Ted saw it, all cash was not the same.
To paraphrase the famous quote
from George Orwell’s Animal Farm,
in Ted’s mind “some dollars were
more equal than others.”

Binion ’s personal philosophy was
straightforward: a dollar bill was
merely a questionable paper promise
printed by politicians. His under-
standing of history made him skeptical
of such promises. Silver, on the
other hand, had proven its value as
real money since Biblical times.
Silver, he believed, could be relied on
to keep its value. That’s why Ted
liked owning silver dollars, lots of
them.

Working in the cashier ’s office at
Binion ’s Horseshoe, Ted saw a con-
stant flow of money. In the 1950s and
early ’60s, that meant both paper
money and silver coins. Ted worked
every day with the minor silver coins
commonly found in circulation:
Mercury and Roosevelt dimes, Stand-

The value of Ted Binion’s hoard of silver
dollars grew from an initial investment of
$100,000 into more than $3 million.
When Binion died under mysterious
circumstances, one of the co-conspirators
in his murder was found raiding the
collector’s secret, underground vault.



ing Liberty and Washington quarters,
and Walking Liberty and Franklin
half dollars. He also handled silver
dollars, which were used at the casino’s
tables and slot machines. He often
found scarce and rare pieces and, over
time,became acquainted with the
collector value of the coins. Perhaps
this experience helped spark his
desire to own silver dollars in quantity.

(Silver dollars commonly were
used at Nevada’s gambling tables
before the rise in their intrinsic value
caused the disappearance of all silver
coinage from circulation — Gresham’s
Law [“bad money drives good money
out of circulation”] in action. When
silver rose above $1.29 an ounce in
mid 1963 and American silver
coinage disappeared from circulation,
casinos started using tokens. as they
continue to do today.)

The silver dollars the Horseshoe
Hotel and Casino ordered at face
value from the bank were delivered
from the vaults of a Federal Reserve
or Mint facility. Ted closely inspected
the dollars as they arrived in sealed
bags of 1,000 coins. When he spotted
an especially “high quality”
bag, he purchased it for his personal
holdings.

At first,Binion stored these care-
fully selected coins in an unused
walk-in freezer in the casino’s
basement.Later, he moved them to a
$40,000 underground vault, located at
a secret location at his ranch in the
desert near Pahrump, Nevada, some
60 miles west of Las Vegas. There the
silver dollars sat, protected and undis-
turbed.

It was no secret that Binion, like
his father, led a rather wild life —
so wild that numerous books have
been written about him. After years of
run-ins with family members, law-

enforcement officials, drug dealers
and reputed organized-crime figures,
Ted died at the age of 55 under mys-
terious circumstances on September,
17, 1998.

The dramatic sensationalism of his
death drew avid coverage from local
and national media. Paramedics,
dispatched after a frantic “911” call
from Binion ’s girlfriend, arrived at
Ted’s home to find him deceased,
stretched out on a sleeping bag with
an empty bottle of the prescription
sedative Xanax beside him.

Reports of a possible suicide or
accidental heroin overdose were
heard. But Binion’s family suspected
something more sinister.

On Friday, May 19, 2000, two
people were convicted of Binion’s
murder. One was Ted’s live-in girl-
friend, Sandy Murphy, a former
exotic dancer some 20 years younger
than the casino heir. On his death,
Murphy stood to inherit Binion’s
8,000-square-foot house and all its
contents, $300,000 in cash and a
$90,000 Mercedes. Court testimony
revealed that Ted spoke to his lawyer
about removing Murphy from his will
the day before his death.

The second person found guilty of
Binion ’s murder was Rick Tabish, a
contractor with a shady past and
connections to the Chicago “mob.”
Ironically, it was Tabish who built
Binion ’s hidden vault and helped him
move silver dollars and other assets
there from the Horseshoe less than
two months before his murder. Ted
trusted Tabish with the combination
to the hidden vault containing his
desert treasure. When police came
across Tabish and two helpers in the
process of extracting the silver from
its hiding place on September 18, the
contractor reportedly stated that
Binion had requested
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the removal of the coins in the event
of his death. During the trial, it also
was reported that Tabish was seen
around town with Sandy Murphy —
before and after Binion’s death.
Murphy, found guilty on six counts
including murder,was sentenced to 22
years to life in prison. Tabish, found
guilty on 11 counts,including murder,
received 25 years to life.

The Silver Saga Continues

In Iate 2001, Ted Binion’s collection
of more than 100,000 silver dollars,
plus additional silver coins and
assets,was purchased by Spectrum
Numismatics International,Inc., of
Irvine, California, for more

than $3 million.Goldline International,
Inc., of Santa Monica, California,was
designated the exclusive marketing
agent, with some coins to be

sold at auction.

The majority of the silver dollars
have been certified by Numismatic
Guaranty Corporation (NGC) and
encapsulated in tamper-proof holders
with a green label depicting three
cowboys from the Old West.The
unique label lists
“BinionCollection.com” to further
identify each pieces pedigree and
refer interested parties to a web site
dedicated to the collection. Because
of Binion ’s careful selection and
protection of his coins,many have
been graded MS-65,-66,-67 and -68
by NGC.

Collectors and investors are
intrigued by the high quality and the
notoriety surrounding Ted Binion’s
long-hidden treasure. Goldline
International reports that initial sales
of the Binion dollars have exceeded
expectations. That’s because today’s
market is much larger and better
developed than it was when the
Redfield Hoard and Treasury holdings
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were sold. There are far more silver
dollar collectors, investors and
dealers than ever before, and the
availability of third-party certification
and grading further enhances liquidity.

I expect all Binion ’s silver dollars
will be snapped up. After all, high-
quality treasure burnished with a bit
of scandal can be quite appealing.
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New York: Avon Books, 2001.
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www..binioncollection.com/Binion
Coins.htm (February 23,2002).

King,Gary C. An Early Grave. New
York:St.Martin’s Paperbacks, 2001.

Scheid, Jeff, and John L.Smith.
Quicksilver: The Ted Binion Murder
Case. Las Vegas: Huntington Press,
2001.

Scott,Cathy. Death in the Desert: The
Ted Binion Homicide Case. Las
Vegas: 1st Books Library, 2000.

Freelance writer Charles Surasky has
had more than a million words
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tor to A GUIDE BOOK OF U.S.
COINS.

Ted Binion’s Father:
A Las Vegas Original

Lester “Benny” Binion was born
on November 30, 1904, near Pilot
Grove, Texas, about 60 miles north of
Dallas. As a kid, he worked at numer-
ous jobs, including stints as a cowboy
and horse-trader. Whatever he did,
Benny always made time for his
favorite pastime — gambling. He was
good at it. He discovered his true call-
ing when he got a job in Dallas in
what is now referred to as the““gaming
industry.”

Binion ’s first gaming job was as a
“steer man,” guiding customers to his
boss’ craps games. Later,he ran the
games. It mattered little that these
diversions were against the law.
Dallas had unofficially adopted a
policy of tolerance toward minor
vices, which was especially good for
the local economy when tourists
and Texans alike celebrated the 1936
State Centennial. When Dallas elected
a reform administration, Benny and
his family left Texas for a more
hospitable location, taking
along a reported $2 million in cash.

In 1946,the same year Benjamin
“Bugsy ” Siegel opened the Flamingo
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Hotel and Casino for Meyer Lansky
and his associates in organized crime,
Binion (along with his wife, Teddy
Jane,and their children, Barbara, Jack,
Brenda, Ted and Becky) arrived in
Las Vegas. It soon was evident that
Ted was most like his father.

In 1951 Benny opened his own
place on Fremont Street,calling it
Binion’s Horseshoe. He startled the
sleepy town by setting the craps
betting limit at $500 — 10 times
higher than the maximum at other
casinos. Benny made news in Las
Vegas in many other ways as well.He
was the first to put carpeting in a
downtown casino, the first to have
limousines pick up customers at the
airport and the first to offer free
drinks to slot-machine players.

Benny had a few brushes with the
law and other notorious gamblers
along the way. He was,as they
like to say in the West, “colorful.”

In addition to turning the
Horseshoe into a gaming powerhouse
for “average Americans,” Benny is
remembered for popularizing the
“World Series of Poker ” and its $1
million cash prize (even though Reno’s
Riverside Casino actually came up
with the concept). And he’s remem-
bered for attracting the well-attended
National Finals Rodeo to Las Vegas.

Benny Binion, the man who wore
gold coins for buttons on his cowboy
shirts, died on Christmas Day, 1989.
He was a true Las Vegas original.

These stories first appeared in The
Numismatist, April 2002. Re-printed with
permisiion of The Numismatist.



Dk’s Collect|bles

SPECIALIZING IN GAMING TOKENS
AND MORE

Buy, SELL oR TRADE

DEBBIE KLING

CC&GTCC R3821

Visit my website: www.dkscollectibles.com
Phone: 515-778-0080
Email: dkkling@mchsi.com

CASINO
ASHTRAYS

A NEW BOOK by

R & G Casino
Collectibles

$32.95 + S&H
E-mail to:
traylady @att.net

Casino collectibles

1 for the 21st century =
F: Auctions on EBAY LAYOUTS ! % |
Username: chipboy1 SLOT CARDS
email: chipboy@comcast.net BJ SHOES
PO Box 94 e
Oceanville, NJ 08231 R2945

609-652-8192

W CHICLBOS COM,

2003 Convention Web Hosting Speclal
Special offer to members who are either in need of
a place to have their first web site or are planning

on moving an existing site. 6 months free web
hosting when you get a one year hosting package
for only $90 / yr.
Complete website package only $280
http://www.ocvirtual.com/chipclub.htm
{ CC & GTCC #R-143)

DAN’S CASINO TOKENS

Dan Wickett — R2958

Specializing In Nevada Tokens
Buy or Sell

Visit my website: www.casino-tokens.com

Phone: 515-224-0061
Email: dwickett@dwx.com

Next deadline for ads is
June 1°. 2003

Take part in YOUR club publication
Place an ad in the next issue.

Need help?! Call 562-408-2463

Remember to let the Advertisers know you
saw their ad in our club publication

This size ad for a business card Is only
$20.00 per issue or Only $70.00 per year

Need help making up an ad
Call 562-408-2463

Casino CHIP anD Toxen News | April - May - June 2003 107



Take part in YOUR club by advertising in YOUR magazine, it’s a great way of meeting new
members and making new friends. Looking for a chip, token or other casino collectible? This is the
place to find it. If you have items to sell or trade, once again this is the place.

» TRADE <
SEND UP TO 20 CHIPS
AND I WILL RETURN THE SAME
JIMMY ROMANIELLO
1028 STILLWATER ROAD - STAMFORD, CT. 06902

FREE LIST of $1.00 Chips-NEW LOWER PRICES
Jerry Hoover (R-2572)
10655 Kinnard Ave., #204
Los Angeles, CA. 90024-5939

310-441-1171 jerry.hoover@pepperdine.edu

SLOT CARDS
TRADE OR SELL Send 150 of your duplicates (no more than five of the same) and
MY NEW WEBSITE ISUP I'li send you 100 different. Sell 100 different for $59. Sell 100
. . duplicates for $39. All deals postpaid and insured.
WWW.casn_lochlpc(!llecto r.com Paul Cunningham — Box 1 — Tecumseh, MI. 49286
Ed Norris Phone 517-423-8951
CHIPS, GAMING TOKENS, SS - Trade your chips for So. Calif. Chips
Nevada — Cakifornia — Foreign Chips for sale, Current, Face plus $1, Obsolete chips start at face
Gary Acquistapace ' g 52 3 l plus $2, send two first class stamps for list and free current chip.
P. O. Box 6091, San Jose, CA. 95150 ,‘h & Ken Knoof R-805
. . 11}
E mail: Intochips@aol.com 75 Connoly Circle - Chula Vista, CA. 91911
CC&GTCC: LM-0289-14 2

COLORADO &
DEADWOOD

CASINO CHIPS

Send One Buck and Receive One
Obsolete Chip and Large List

Bob Dimler 303-985-7341
2873 So. Ivan Way CC&GTCC R-1338
Denver, CO. ANA K-144833

- ]
MITCH HELLER 713-419-2405 Home
CHERYL HELLER 281-277-8079 Fax
CC&GTCC #2038 cmrheller@aol.com
A Chip For You And Me

Nobody can collect just one

Wanted Older Nevada Buying Collections!!
Casino Chips and Ashtrays Large or Small
- __

My list of Casino Chlps h

& Tokens number over }

1,000 pieces including
Indians, Nevada,

Deadwood and others.
Send $2.00 For Catalog

(To Cover Post’age Refundable With Order)

MOVING 7!

Don't forget tolet our

Membership Director
know your new address.

Ralph Myers
9124 Chenin Ave.
Las Vegas, NV. .89129

NEXT AD DEADLINE

IS JUNE 1°2003
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A name to remember when you need supplies
Charles & Margarita Rodgers
C.T. Coins - P. O. Box 4572 - Lakewood, CA. 90711
Phone 562-408-2463 - E-Mail ctcoins@aol.com

LOOKING FOR SUPPLIES ???

WE HAVE SUPPLIES !!! &
We look forward in being of some service to you in the near future

Part of our
display on
supplies at the
National
Convention in
June 2002 at
the Tropicana

SUPPLIES 2003
CATALOG

SUPPLIES Just full of goodies for the Chip & Token Collector
2 0 0 3 Over 30 pages with some of the following.

@ Informational Books @ Storage Tubes

Supplies for the
Chip & Token Collector

From B | ®Binders for Chips & Tokens 4 Flips 2 x 2
Charles & Margarita Rodgers

.| C.T.COINS
| P.O.Boxdsm2

Bl Lakewood, CA. 90711

Phone 562-408-2463
Fax $562-634-8107

@ Silver Strike Cases @ Storage Boxes

@ Air-Tight Cases € Match Book Pages
@ Direct Fit Cases @ Square Cases
®Round Cases @ Flips22x2 %

@ Display Cases & Trays @ Magnifiers

9 12-20-30 Pocket Pages @ Postcard Pages

€ 12-18-24-60-80-96 Chip & Token Wallets

FREE 39 PAGE FULL COLOR SUPPLY CATALOG FOR THE ASKING
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