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Poker Casino Supplies
SPINETTIS

Be sure to stop by our store and
check out 1000’s of collector

chips on display a o)

We offer a full line of custom poker chips,
custom playing cards.

Kem and Copag
plastic cards, poker tables,
felt layouts for home

games, dealer trays, cut cards,
dealer buttons, blind buttons, chip J
trays, used casino cards and dice,
blackjack dealing shoes, ‘
blackjack tables, card shufflers,
craps supplies, chip cases
and drink holders. :

JUST NORTH OF CHARLESTON BLVD AT COMMERCE AND MAIN

Bring this coupon to our retail store
to receive 10% off your retail purchase. *

We buy casino memorabilia, chip collections, retired
casino chips.

810 S. Commerce St. Las Vegas, NV 89106
Call 702-362-8767 pokerchips@spinettis.com

* With this ad (one per customer)
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CC&GTCC Membership Application

My collection interests are:

(d Chips
au.s.

U Tokens
U Foreign

| would like you to publish my . . .
d Name and address
1 E-Mail address
1 Do not publish any of my information

I have enclosed my annuai dues for:

[ One year $30.00 - 3rd class or bulk mailing rate
1 One year Associate Member $5.00

O First class postage - additional $14.00

Q International $55.00 - includes first class postage

international mailings are at the first class rate.
All other mailings are via 3rd class or bulk mail.

Annual dues will be renewabie in the same quarter
in which the membership application was processed.
Check our address labels for your membership
expiration dates. Mail your completed application
with your check made payable to CC&GTCC to:

CC&GTCC Membership Officer
Steve Bedo
1215 E. Dalton Ave.
Glendora, CA 91741

Sponsored by:

or sign up or renew on line at...
www.CCGTCC.com
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American Numismatic Association
Membership Application

Our club, CC&GTCC, is founded under the ANA, maybe
you would like to join it too. It is the largest organization
of coin collectors in the world.

( Regular O Student (3 Junior  Senior (J Associate
Present or former ANA number, if any

Q Mr. O Mrs 1 Ms.

Name, please print

Street

City

State Zip

Country Date of Birth

ANA bylaws require the publication of each applicant’s
name and state.

Please check here __ if you would like your name
provided to companies with offers we feel may interest you.
I herewith make application for membership in the
American Numismatic association, subject to the Bylaws
of said Association. I also agree to abide by the Code of
Ethics adopted by the Association.

Please check here __ if you DO NOT want your name and
address forwarded to the ANA representative in your area.

Signature of Applicant Date
Proposer
The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.

(1 Check O Money Order ( Credit Card Type

Credit Card all Numbers Expiration Date

Signature of Cardholder (Required)

Dues
» Regular (age 19-64) one year
« Junior (age 18 or younger) one year $26
« Senior Citizen (age 65 older) $41
« Life Membership (under 55) $1,200 (over 55) $900

* International Memberships have an additional $36 per
year shipping and handling fees in US Funds.

Forward completed application to:
ANA
818 Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279
Please contact us with any questions (800) 367-972

Visit the Membership Section to find all
the information you need about our
members as well as all the information
you need to become a member. Find
information about local clubs, visit the
Hall of Fame and more.

Check out the Reference Center,
where you will find useful information
on the hobby of casino chip and
gaming token collecting. There are
articles for the beginning collector
and detailed reference materials for
the more experienced collector.

Log on to the club message board.
Ask questions, get answers and meet
other people interested in the same
collectibles as youl!

——mm WWW.CCGTCC.cOM ==
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Advertising

Need help in working up your ad?
Just give us a call at
562.408.2463 and ask for C.T. Rodgers
Fax - 562.634.8107
Email - ctcoins@acl.com

Send full payment payable to "CC&GTCC”
with your advertisement to:

Charles T. Rodgers
Advertising Manager, CC&GTCC
P. O. Box 4572 Lakewood CA 90711

Please Note

* Do not send in ads that are folded. We
recommend that you send in your ads by Priority
Mail in a fiat pack marked DO NOT BEND”, This
will only cost you about $4.95 and we will receive
them in about two to three days.

* When you place a one inch or two inch ad for
more than one issue, you may make changes in
that ad for each issue. Try to get the changes to us
well before the deadline of each issue.

* When ordering items from one of our advertisers,
let them know what issue of the magazine in which
you noticed their ad.

* All ad copy must be accompanied by payment
made out to “The Casino Chips and Gaming
Token Collectors Ciub, Inc.” or CC&GTCC. No ad
will run without payment

Schedule of Publication
and Ad Deadline Dates

Spring Issue
Mailing Date: March
Deadiine for Ads: January 1st

Summer Issue
Mailing Date: June
Deadline for Ads: April 1st

Faii Issue
Mailing Date: September
Deadline for Ads; July 1st

Winter Issue
Mailing Date: December
Deadline for Ads: October 1st

Moving?

Don’t forget to let our Membership Officer know
your new address. Contact:

Steve Bedo
1215 E. Dalton Ave.
Glendora, CA 91741

Rates

Advertising rates for members are available by
emailing the advertising manager at
advertising@ccgtcc.com

Expires one year from date,

The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.

Wants you to advertise in your quarterly magazine for FREE

This coupon is worth one FREE one-inch ad
In Casino Chip & Token News

Deadline for ads are
January Ist for st qtr. issue April Ist for 2nd gtr. issue
July 1st for 3rd qgtr. issue October ist for 4th qtr. issue

Send all ads to the following:
Charles T. Rodgers, Advertising Manager
P.O. Box 4572 ~ Lakewood, CA 90711
Need help call 562-408-2463 or E-Mall advertising@cegtec.com

Coupon is not good as a discount on any other ad. Must be used for one-inch ad, one time only.
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Doug Smith
President

President’s
Letlter

Wow, the past several months have flown by and we are
already looking towards convention 2013.

The BOD has been busy the past several months with
lots of activity. We are aggressively looking to lock in future
convention dates and provide us with a home for at least the
next several years. In addition the BOD is looking to fill a
few key positions within the club and we will be discussing
this with many people over the coming months.

I was proud to be part of a team including Belinda
Hixon and Al Whiting that displayed at the 2012 ANA
National Money Show in Dallas, October 18th thru the
20th. We handed out magazines and applications along

with show fliers to everyone we could. Our table which
featured colorful European plaques, vintage Vegas chips and
Antique Crest & seals and Ivories really stood out among
the hundreds of other dealer tables.

I really think this kind of event is great exposure for the
CC&GTCC and hopefully we can continue to display at the
ANA shows throughout the country.

I have been falling behind in my duties of posting BOD
decisions and I have a ton of stuff still to share from our past
2 BOD meetings. Look for posts on the Club Board www.
ccgtce.com soon as I hope to start making announcements
shortly about our most recent club activity and decisions.

Another thing to watch for on the club board are the
“Favorite Of The Week” posts as well as the “What Kind of
chips can I collect?” posts. There are tons of great chips and
information being posted weekly and unless your visiting
regularly, your really missing out.

I couldn’t end a Presidents report without giving my
gratitude once again to the many volunteers that make our
organization what it is. It is hard to express in words how
much each of you and what you do, mean to the club. All
I can say from the bottom of my heart is... THANK YOU

Doug “Cigarman’ Smith
LM-3209-147

New Members

Member # Last Name First Name State City Reference

8482 Bernard Rod A. NV Henderson Club Website
8483 Apisa Ken NV Las Vegas Club Website
8484 Foster Sharon CA El Cajon Club Website
8485 Cuyler Robert TX San Antonio Sheldon Smith
8486 Samano, Jr. Philip OH Westlake Club Website
8487 Sandstrom Curtis NV Las Vegas Club Website
8488 Soden Steve OR Portland Former Member
8489 Fortunato Jon NY Orangeburg Paul Bender
8490 Bitters Melodie NV Las Vegas Hughes & Meister
8491 Agrillo Ronald HI Lahaina James Campiglia
8492 Gajewski Charles NY Depew Club Website
8493 Johnston James IN Fort Wayne Paul Bachtel
8494 Purin Dennis WA Oak Harbor Alan Borenstein
8495 Spurlock Berle CA Thousand Oaks Club Website

If you are a new member & you don’t see your name listed, it’s because you did NOT chose the “Publish” option.
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Call for Hall of Fame Recommendations
for 2013

Membership in the Casino Chip and Gaming Token Collectors
Club’s Hall of Fame is the Club’s highest honor. Each year
several members are considered for induction into the Hall of
Fame, based on the recommendations of the Club’s members.

Consideration is given to their contributions to the hobby as a
whole, their contributions to the Club, their impact on the hobby
and on the Club, and their exemplary integrity and adherence
to the principles upon which the Club was founded. There have
been one, two or three new members selected each year since
the inauguration of the Hall of Fame in 1998. The names of the
members of the Hall of Fame appear below.

The selection of honorees each year is made by the Hall of
Fame Committee, which consists of all living members of the
HoF. The input of the membership in the selection process is
indispensable. The members of the HoF cannot know every
member of the Club, nor have knowledge of the contributions
to the Club and the hobby that may have been made by each
member.

Enclosed with this issue of Casino Collectible News is a
recommendation form which we urge you to complete and submit
to us so that we may consider the contributions of those members
who you believe deserve the Club’s highest recognition. Please
provide as much information as possible so that the Committee
can give it full consideration. The form may be mailed as
indicated on the form itself, or your recommendation may be sent
to the committee by e-mail.

The deadline for submissions is February 1, 2013, and the
final selections, if any, will be announced at the Club’s annual

convention in Las Vegas. Only members recommended in the
current year will be considered by the Committee. It is therefore
important to recommend a member you believe to be deserving,
even though you may have done so in the past.

Please take the time to recommend those you feel should
receive the Hall of Fame honor.

The members of the Hall of Fame, in alphabetical order:
Allan Anderson Allan Myers
Archie A. Black Janice O’Neal (deceased)
Carey Burke Charles T. Rodgers
Harvey Fuller (deceased) Eric S. Rosenblum
Howard Herz Douglas Saito
Belinda Hixon Dale Seymour

Phil Jensen Mike Skelton

Michael Knapp (Chairman) Jim Steffner

Jim Kruse Greg Susong (deceased)
Bruce Landau (deceased) Wayne Thompson
Mark Lighterman Gene Trimble

Robert Mera (deceased) Ernie Wheelden

For biographies of the HoF members, please visit the Club
website at http://www.ccgtcc.comv/hall_of fame.html

Michael Knapp
Hall of Fame Committee Chairman
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Of Literary Note

by the club Librarian, John K. Kallman
PO. Box 122
Sartell, MN 56377
librarian@ccgtcc.com

Edward B Hoffman donated the following items:

*  Quarterly Club Magazine — 35 copies (to be given away at the next convention)
» 1Ith Annual Bruce Landau Memorial Auction

s 11th Annual Convention brochure

» Coast to Coast Casino News — 4 copies

After arriving home from the convention this year, I basically went nowhere other than the post office and grocery store for a good
3 months. But nice weather and a coin show in Sioux Falls found me on the road mid-September. The coin show was not that much to
talk about, but I did manage to stop at two casinos on the way there and two more on the way home. The poker rooms provided me with
the following additions to the club’s library:

» Poker Player (Volume 16, Number 6)
*  Bluff Magazine (September 2012)
* Midwest Gaming & Travel (Vol. 17, Issue 6 — August/September 2012)

Not all reference material consists of listing of collectibles, but rather basic information to help you with your collection. One such
reference is Read and Write Chinese: A Simplified Guide to The Chinese Characters, by Rita Mei-Wah Choy. To be honest, there is
nothing simply about the Chinese language; or most of the other languages used in the Far East. Having lived and taken both Korean
and Japanese; both of these use a fair amount of Chinese characters in the written form from newspapers to books. Many of the
simpler characters such as top, bottom, left, right, front, back, gold and silver I know from collecting coins from these countries and
sheer repetition of seeing them over and over again in the associated reference material for these collectibles. In addition to the strange
arrangements of lines that form the characters; there are at least 3 distinct styles to form the characters; at least two different dialects;
and of course, and single character can have more than one meaning, depending on how it is used in speech. While this book will not
solve all of your problems in trying to discern these characters when found on a casino collectible; it can be very useful towards that
end.

Chinese-American Tokens from The Pacific Coast by Jerry F. Schimmel is much more a listing of items from this part of the world,
including gaming items such as chips and Keno cards. However, the introduction is quite useful for a basic explanation of some of the
difficulties in dealing with Chinese characters. While there are many non-gaming related items also listed, by looking at these items,
you can often figure out what the characters on an otherwise unlisted gaming item might be.

Both of these works were donated by Richard “Dick” Staeffler. Also donated by Dick:

* Chip Rack, 10th Edition

* Chip Rack, 10th Edition, Part Il

» The Gaming Table, 3rd Edition

*  Kregg'’s Guide to the records of The United States Playing Card Company

* Howdy's Guide to Hunt & Company Monogrammed Gaming Checks & Chips

FREE LIST OF $1.00 CHIPS
Jerry Hoover (R-2572)
10655 Kinnard Ave. #204
Los Angeles, CA 90024-5939
(310) 441-1171 - jerry.hoover@pepperdine.edu
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From casual polos to fashionable
long sleeve button down shirts, all
items are offered in approved colors
and styles, as well as decorated with
the Museum’s logo. The Museum of
Gaming History invites you to browse
the store and we hope you enjoy your
shopping experience. All proceeds
from the sale of these garments goes
to the Museum of Gaming History.

ViSIT The Museum of Gaming History at www.themogh.org.
The on-line museum has many great features including "“This Week in Gaming History”,
On line videos, plus, 1000°s of photos and scans are being loaded.

4 Visit the Greg Susong 4
Digital Media Center!
at the Museum of Gaming History

The Greg Susong Digital Media Center is dedicated to Casino Chip and

Gaming Token Collectors Club Hall of Fame member Greg Susong. Greg
is one of those who brought the Internet to chip and token collecting. His
website, The ChipGuide, was one of the first sites devoted entirely to chip
and token collecting, and serves as a tremendous resource for collectors
throughout the world. His work has been kindly donated to the Museum

and will be continued to be updated at the Museum of Gaming History.

Visit it today at
museumofgaminghistory.org

Casino CoLLecTiBLE NEews | Volume 25 Number 4 9



RAINBOW®
CLUB

HENDERSON
NEVADA

What is it about a small casino item that gets some
collectors blood pumping? Perhaps it harkens back
to the first time we pulled out a small worthless hunk

of plastic (or metal to some of us older

game. Whatever the case

may be, trinkets from casinos are popular, fun and

CAVE-INN
AT CAVE ROCK. 4

sometimes mysterious items that strike a chord with

LAKE TAHOE many collectors.
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SUN VALLEY
NEVADA
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Trmkets are very difficult to define. Similar to how Umted
. States Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart remarked that he

didn’t know how to define pornography, but he knows it when he

sees it. Trinkets are the same way. Some items from casinos are
very easily categorized, chips, tokens, dice, cards, matchbooks slot
cards, etc. Trinkets are... well, everything élse!

“Some of the trinkets shown in this article are easy to determine -

what purpose they served, others are a bit mysterious. We’ll start
with some of the most common type of trinkets, the “Good For”
tokens. While they come in many shapes, sizes and colors, they
serve the basic purpose of being exchanged' for something from
the casino or club. All trinkets shown in this article (except for the
Everything Else section) are shown at full size.

Good for Tokens

MIZPAH
HOTEL

TONOPAH
NEVADA

GOOD FOR %
ONE DRINK
AT OUR
4 | BAR
7 CAVE-INN ¥
AT CAVE ROCK &
LAKF TAHOE _

BRICKIE’S

< G
00D FOR SITAG 1NN

ONE FREE }
\ DRINK 4

500D FOR

\ ONE DRINK
SOUTH LAKE
TAHOE

RENO, NEVADA

" THE HUB
LOUNGE

~ RENO, " CORNER BAR',
 NEVADA MAIN & PIKE |
; DAYTON, NV |

¢ 246-0515 /&

600D FOR
ONE
DRINK

RIVERBOAT
STATELINE
NEV.
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706 W. 2ND ST.

OASIS
6 MILE E.
HWY. 50
DAYTON, NV
246-37717 .

GOOD FOR'Y
ONE
DRINK _o8

CORDIAL

ROOM
241 S. SIERRA
RENO i

] GOOD FOR
ONE
DRINK

KIT CARSON

CASINO
CARSON CITY §
NEVADA

KENO

600D FOR | :
25¢ STARDUST | ENTITLES Tou
DRINK | LAKE TAHOE | AT OURBAR:
E  emead _STARDUST
—_——— e d STATELINE, NEV.
YOUR HOST

Trade tokens have been around (and collected) for
years. Below is an example of an early trade token
from a club in Reno, Nevada. The transition from clubs
to the bars inside casinos was an easy one to make.

"

+ £y



THE
FRONTIER
cLuUB

Carson City
Nevada

.

E

The hunt to obtain drink tokens is often a journey in
itself. While tokens from large casinos and clubs in
Las Vegas or Reno are relatively easy; it is the smaller
more difficult to reach clubs that make for truly rare
pieces. This token good for “ONE DRAFT” is firom the
tiny Linda s Wabuska Bar in Wabuska, NV,

TAHOE’S
WORLD FAMOUS =~ GOOD FOR
GLASS ONE DRINK

CRUTCH 4 LAKE TAHOE
N 2B S0. SHORE
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: GOOD FOR
SUN VALLEY"®
casno | ONE FREE

sun vaLey - ABAR DRINK
NEVADA ;

Almost anything can and has been offered on
“Good For” tokens as witnessed below.

FREEWAY B0 GOOD FOR

AT HANSEN RD. FREE COFFEE |
HAM & EGGS &l

75 Cc oy B EEa
4 EFF#E’S_a

JULIE’S

" MASSAGE sTuplo - ©0OD FOR

TeL: 325-8080 $1.00
BEAR SPRINGS ON NEXT

REN MASSAGE

-

: 14 '_C"Asmo CotLLecTiBLE NEWS | VoIL'lm-e 24 Nun:lber 3 2

While trade tokens come in many different shapes,
sometimes all is not what it seems. The token for a free
drink at the Stateline Country Club in Lake Tahoe, NV
shown below seemed like a strange shape for a token.

It wasn 't until an intact swizzle stick with the same
token on top was found that we realized the token was
simply snapped off.

S Oq.

Q <
L MEET 4,
THE

BARTENDER

PALACE
CLUB
FALLON

NEV.



Rﬂiﬂ/ Gﬁecﬁd . RAIN CHEK

M GOOD FOR
While many of the “Good For” tokens are given out as an ONE 60¢
incentive to bring the customer back to the club. There is also a DRINK CLUB 93
group of “Good For” tokens that add the tag line “Rain Check.” I . et JACKPOT :
believe these may be given out when the owner or.a patron buysa - NEVADA ' ; SUGAR SHACK ¥
round of drinks for the house: If some patrons either havera full drink 89825 : P-A :
in front of them, or are leaving the club, the bar tender would give _ 3 } |

= i SO. | il
- them the a “Rain Check - Good For” token as the drink is already L) - WARILRL 1

_ RENO
— ALTURAS %
CLUB 'RAIN CHECK

paid for. The customer could then redeem it at his convenience.

STOCKMAN'S
ROADSIDE ¥ ~ RAIN CHECK cLuB 1044 E. 4TH GOOD FOR
INN e GOOD FOR FALLON RENO, NEV
FALLON N ONE NEVADA ) 25¢

NEVADA k|
- § CHECK | DR'NK_ _. DRINK

One of the most interesting things about trinkets is that they,

can be made of anything. They do not need to pass through gaming
control, and are at the discretion of the casino or chub owner.

25 Cents
 Cardboard -

THE

Goob
FOR

ONE BEFR

DRINIK

e B (R TP AR

a

One of the most interesting drink tokens that I have come’across is-
this one ffom Carver’ Bar in Carvers, NV, This handmade token
is two piece of glass held together with leading similar to what is

used in stained glass artwork. - Individually hand made tokens from “Shrinky Dink” material.

Casino CoLLecTisLe News | Volume 25 Number 4 15
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Fow bout some cash!-Another very popular form of casino trade
tokens is cash in the form of change for slot machines or free spins

on promotional slot machines.

GOOD FOR
SENATOR $
: CASINO
CARSON CITY . CHANGE Ml 420 & 402 M. CARSON $1.00
NEVADA = CARSON CITY IN SLOT
_ NEVADA &  CHANGE

REDEEMABLE
ONLY AT THE

LOTUS
CASINO

B NO CASH VALUE

LOTUS N B e

§1 -] IMBA'S \
y .: CASINO
CASINO 4 . oy % SRR

FREE PLAY 4
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This rare token for one play on the “Moon Rocket” or 21 Table is from Jim Kelly s Nugget in Reno, NV. The above
postcard shows the fantastic “Moon Rocket” slot machine. At least it appears to be a slot machine. While it does not
have the traditional slot machine appearance, it does have a slot arm, and plenty of dials to captivate the player.

> E
*-x.\_"w; « Llé‘}_
_SSG TN e == r ' s NUGGET |
.':‘. - > - ..._ e - B r.. { 5= - j
P A4
<¢ % .,-'-"
No W g¥F g
- gotr O
_. on Ye
' S MOON =)
ROCKET 7|
o OOR > |
%)
21 TABLE f

—r

Sometimes trinkets are just that, trinkets. They don’t appear to
have any sort of offer or promotion. They just seem to be cheap
give away’s that are meant to be taken home and kept as a simple
souvenir,

CRYSTAL BAY
NEVADA
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The precursor to the modern day “slot club” run by most < NE\?.C T 1
casinos, was jackpot points. After you hit a “jackpot” on a slot

machine, a change attendant would come by to pay you off. The
_ atfendant would also give you a chip for a certain amount of points - CACTUS
redeemable at the gift shop ‘or jackpot claim store. Of course the PETE “G0OD FOR
only way to get the points was to hit a:winning jackpot. So unlike FgONNTSAFZ:?T
today’s clubs where you get poinfs for all monies played, back then NEV. 3

if you lost at the slots, you walked a way a loser. Still think “they POINTS
don’t make them like they used to?” - : _
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Another jackpot point trinket would be the jackpot [
coupon tickets sometimes given out rather then tokens. )
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Key fobs or luggage tags were also popular giveaways that
create greaf exposure for the casinos and clubs. '

J

Casmo CouLectisLe News | Volume 25 Number 4 19
e 5



casino

FREMONT 2t FIRST
DOWNTOWR

LAS VEGAS & : ) BONUSBINGO
|9 § GOR,  FEVER

Many of the key fobs appear with monogrammed SI ivVE H N UCI} E T

initials. This was a popular giveaway to patrons in the
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Being that advertising trinkets are not regulated by gaming
control, anything goes. Whatever the casino or club manager
thought might be effective marketing tools was given a go. That
included everything from paper clips, to combs, ta toothpicks, to
Panti-hose and even emery boards! Items on this page are sized to
fit the layout and not shown at actual SIZC £
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Thanks to Martin Kenney, Pam Goertler and Doug Saito for the use of their images and help with completing this article.
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WANTED

For Cash: Your loose chips, individual
chips, or complete collections!

TOLL FREE (800) LUCK - 707

LOOKING FOR

OBSOLETE

SCOTT HARTMAN — “THE CHIP MAN”

9811 W. Charleston Blvd., Suite 2-433, Las Vegas, Nevada 89117

Tel: (818) 706-1197 ¢ Toll Free (800) 582-5707
Web: www.chipman.com ¢ E-mail: scott.thechipman@gmail.com
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and morel

www.vintagevegasandmore.com |

Need Supplies????

We have Supplies!

Free S0 page supply catalog
Just for Chip and Token Collectors

C.T. Coins
P.O. Box 4572
Lakewood, CA 90711

Phone 562-408-2463
E-Mail: ctcoins@aol.com

A name to remember

Tom - Barbara & C.T. Rodgers :
when you need supplies!

Ready to serve you
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Reprinted with permission of
Douglas Saito/Chip Chat
Issue #11 - October, 1997

Herb Caen, San Francisco’s greatest newspaper columnist, now-deceased, once wrote a story about a sailor, with $50,000 that he had
won in crap games aboard various ships, disembarking in San Francisco and quickly hailing a taxi. The cabbie was stunned to hear that
his passenger wanted to be driven to his home state of Iowa. But when the sailor flashed the cash, the cabbie flashed a smile, and off they
went. They got as far eastward as Lovelock, NV. Where they stopped. At a place the cabbie remembers as Felix’s. The cabbie got coffee.
The sailor got into a crap game. Three hours later the sailor was broke. The cabbie got stiffed. And a place called Felix’s in Lovelock, NV
managed to eke out a mere $50,000 profit for the night.

At left: Up until 1943, the occupant of 205 Main Street in Lovelock was a small gaming establishment called the Delta Club as seen
in this 1940'’s postcard...and for those who purchased crest and seal Delta Club chips from Chip Chat, those same chips could just as
easily have originated from this Delta Club as the one in Stockton, CA. ...the Delta Club was owned by Virgil T. Smith, who later on
would own the Pershing Hotel, also located in Lovelock.

At right: Seen in this postcard, Felix “The Cat” Turillas has taken over the location of the Delta Club and has opened up his
Big Meadow Club. Eventually, Felix would purchase the corner location of the Greyhound bus depot in order to make room for the
Big Meadow Hotel.

In 1996, I received a letter from Robin Moore, a Northern Nevada chip collector, who had gladly responded to my queries about
gaming places in Lovelock, most especially places owned by Felix Turillas. Herewith is an excerpt of that letter:

- Though too young to be in there, I remember Felix’s great back bar and ornate crap table; there were “real” cowboys,
“real” Indians, Bascos (an affectionate term for people of Basque origin), miners, truckers, winners, losers, tourists,
you name it. There was hard likker, gambling - it was all pretty exciting for a couple of California teenagers who were
up in Lovelock on a weekend camping trip. In fact, it got so exciting one boozy night, that after we lost everything in
our wallets, we asked “Patsy”, Felix’s ever-friendly 21 dealer, if we could pawn some of our possessions to Felix in
order to keep playing. That night we lost our .22 rifles, one cast-iron skillet and a couple of Coleman lanterns to Patsy.
Bless his soul, I think Patsy had the will and the “way.” -
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...fO THE STORY BEGINS ABOUT FELIX TURILLAS

From 1950’ tourists to 1970 gaming authorities, from locals in Lovelock, NV to chip collectors world-wide, Felix “the Cat” Turillas
is a classic one to remember. Certainly his days as a casino owner will live in infamy with two of this three gaming establishments being
closed by Mr. Fahrenheit, and the third being shut down by gaming officials.

Today, Felix is in his eighties, a resident of Reno (as of the writing of this article in October, 1997), retired and beset with age-old
old-age maladies - gray to white hair, aching bones and a memory that’s slowly fading. And, as each brain cell of recollection disappears
from Felix’s memory, chip historian types are left with less and less of his first-hand knowledge and remembrances when he owned the
Big Meadow Club, the Big Meadow Hotel, the Bank Club, Felix’s Hofbrau, all in Lovelock, and Felix’s Hotel in Winnemucca.

Phil Jensen was one of the fortunate few to have at least one chip from all of Felix’s known gaming establishments. Phil knew Felix,
and one day in the 1970, Phil and a friend acquired the last remaining chips from Felix’s Bank Club. When the chips were handed over,
they were accompanied by a remark made by Felix: “That’s it, fellas, you’ll see no more of Felix’s Bank Club chips.”

To this day, Felix’s Bank Club chips and chips issued by Felix in arrow-dies are some of the most sought-after chips; ask Felix today
about those same chips and his answer is the same thrice-over response: “They’re all gone, all gone, all gone.”

One of the rarest of Felix Turillas’ chips - a $25.00 Felix’s, arrow-die, brown, hot-stamped, that came
from Phil Jensen’s chip collection.

There are plenty of ponderable probabilities when it comes to providing background info on this highly
coveted chip. It was probably the first Nevada chip to be imprinted with the location of two cities. It was
most probably the first chip issued by Felix Turillas wherein the image of Felix The Cat appears. It’s not
probably, but most definitely, one of the three most highly sought-after Nevada arrow dies.

If anything, this arrow-die has plenty of mystique. What it truly is, or what it was used for, may never
be answered. But one thing it is not; It is not a chip that could have possibly been intended for use in
Felix’s Bank Club, as listed in the Chip Rack. Because the only two places that Felix Turillas owned and
operated concurrently in both cities was Felix’s Hotel and Casino in Winnemucca, 1955-1958, and Felix’s
Big Meadow Club in Lovelock, 1953-1960.

LOVELOCK, NEVADA

PHONE CR. 3 2611

STRIKE ON THE BACK COVER

i e T = » b s haa

At Left: In this 1970 photo taken by Phil Jensen, what remains of Felix Turillas’ gaming establishments in Lovelock are the exterior
walls of the Big Meadow Hotel and the Big Meadow Club after afire ravaged both establishments in 1963.

At Right: Besides the famous Felix The Cat logo, Felix Turillas had the image of a bow-legged cowboy imprinted on matchbook covers,

menus and placemats at the Big Meadow Hotel, which was open, according to the ad-copy on the matchbook cover, twenty-five hours a
day (matchbook courtesy of Don Lueders Collection).

Casino CoLLecTiBLE News | Volume 25 Number 4 25



Perhaps the most unique among the first issues from Felix’s Big Meadow Club is the chip seen at left - a
wave mold chip, yellow, nondenomination. Its existence is not only rare, but the mold itself is a Nevada
rarity - only a handful of Nevada gaming establishments ever issued a chip in the wave mold. Although it
lacks a denomination, it’s highly doubtful that it was used as a roulette or “wheel” check because the Big
Meadow Club was only licensed for one table game - blackjack. It’s my belief that this is the only known,
confirmed nondenomination Nevada chip to be given a “designated” denomination on a blackjack table, to
be used either as a dollar, or two-bit, or even a ten-cent denomination.

OTHER EARLY BIG MEADOW CLUB CHIPS

The Big Meadow Club certainly wasn’t big enough to have two or three blackjack tables within its dark confines, it was just too small
a place to need more than five thousand chips total. Of special fascination, however, is not the now-confirmed fact that Felix’s ten-dollar
chip was one of the few known ten-dollar chips to be used on a blackjack table in Nevada - it’s the fact that all three denominations in
the following auction lots have the same number, size and color of edge inserts - three yellow.

Imagine the number of poor souls, soused on Hamm’s and Oly’s, betting dark-red $25.00 chips, thinking they were dark-brown $5.00
chips...after all, they both have the same color inserts, and you wouldn’t really be able to tell how much you were betting unless you
turned the chip over and looked for the denomination. If you think there wasn’t any chance of confusing one denomination for another
in a smoke-filled, dimly lit bar-room setting, then you’re also the type who doesn’t believe that a cat has nine lives.

lrb y

LM

I Yershing Comnty (002 State of Nevada
Liee | GAMING LICENSE| N 625

Amount  $153. ob- M

BIG_MEADOW HOTEL, - FELTX TURRILIAS ______ _having paid to the License $1.00 Big Meadow Hotel/Lovelock, NV.

Collector of Penhing County the sum of ~ONE_HUNDRED_F IFTY~THREE & N0/100z-Dollars - 3

s hereby li the following gambling games or devices, namely: ... Horseshoes mold, yellow with three blue edge
e T Mack PR | 02 Miack L S p— 50c Mach.; ..........$1.00 Mach. ; ) X : ; 3

1= CRAP_GAME inserts, inlay depicts Felix The Cat with chef’s hat,

a
Located mmmw.xmt”.-_zlSAAlN.ﬁllxiz,izdezI:rx._or._.Lgym.omiM *****
for period ending....... NEGEMBER .31, 1 T 19.62_, in conformity with and subject to the

provisions gf, the law.

inlay colors are red and black.

Today we know that Felix Turillas had only
one crap table in the Big Meadow Hotel, a fact
corroborated by eye-witnesses and doubly affirmed
by what’s stated on Felix’s gaming license. What we

County Treasurer / // (45{-:; Autitor
Lovelock, Nevad CCTOBER- 104 1962....
Received .. .CHE HUNDRED. FIFTY THAEE AND.H0/100wemnwma—Dollars for the foregoing license.

;;4 . Ees. don’t know is how many of these horseshoe mold
Depaty iy Eherift Pershing County ) a a0 q
ﬂ; Most Bo Pested In A Ceapicoos Placa ¢ chips were originally ordered (then again, how many
RICL BCICIL L ICRE IEIEILICIC ICICICICICICICC
would you have to order to run one crap game?), nor
(Gaming License courtesy of Phil Jensen) do we know how many were burned to a crisp as they
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lay stacked on the crap table the day the Big Meadow Hotel was ablaze.

Today, there’s more that you should know about these Felix The Cat chips... without Phil Jensen, perhaps none of these chips would
have ever been made available to chip collectors. After the fire, Phil not only obtained Felix Turillas’ gaming licenses, but he also
managed to acquire the last surviving Big Meadow Hotel chips that had been stored in Felix’s fireproof safe.

Today, these $1.00 Big Meadow Hotels aren’t chips as much as they are mementoes of a casino owner that lots of losers would love
to forget; of a Lovelock, NV that once had wild table games, of a Nevada era when gambling with the house was the only game in town.

o )
VAVA3IN ‘¥0013A01
o ADMIH "SR U
...AND NOW FOR THE LAST MEOW... an19 YNva
$:Xi73d
Whenever you see a chip being sold with a Felix The Cat logo, always stop, always look, and always read s1|v1;:>o:>
the damn thing. Because the letters you’re looking for are the ones that spell out the words Felix’s Bank Club. ligx:‘x:gma
which spells rarity...if you’re to believe my deep-throat source who swears that Nevada gaming authorities 4004 3NH4

closed down the Bank Club, confiscated the chips and eventually destroyed them all.

That darn cat was a famous comic-book character of the 1950, famous enough that the reproduction rights
most certainly are held by some corporate entity, and for which Felix Turillas probably paid nil for the rights
to reproduce in adulterated fashion on two different club chips. Ever since Felix The Man put Felix The Cat on
his Big Meadow Hotel and Bank Club chips, most third-grade reading level chip collectors overlook the rare
one because they think they already have one Felix The Cat chip in their collection... and as sure as cat’s purr,
the one they have is always from the Big Meadow Hotel.

So for those who have trouble reading words composed of more than four letters, here’s a primer on what I.OIVIEL;OéK, NEVADA
you should know about any Felix’s Bank Club chip: See the cat with the hat. See the Bank with the Club. Go
to bank. Go get cash. Bid on chip. Chip is used. Chip is worn. Chip is rare.

CLOSE COVER WEFORE STRIKING

This current photo shows how some things don 't change even over a twenty-year span when the
Nevada Gaming Control Board shut down Felix’s Bank Club in 1977. The building's still there,
erected over the original corner location of Felix s Big Meadow Hotel, with windows boarded up
and doors padlocked forever. (This article was originally written in 1997, Felix s building has since

been torn down)
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Marlow Casino Chips
presents....

The contlnumg sale of one of the world’s .
leading collections of over 6 oaq Plagues &
Jetons plus many rare - 7
and net so rare chips.
Available to view and
purchase from my website!

Wide range of ongolng sales
including the 8,000 chip gum—s
Batten coIIect|on and L;‘::: #5
various consignments. |

) Last few of the rare Sal Sagev
S -~ and Ray & Ruth’s sets available
at the show! Layaway plans avallablel

Previously unrecorded
Aspmalls pieces including
MOP lllegal game chlps.

i) Many scarce chips
always on offer.

ISIt my'web5|te for roughly 80,000 chips!
and to subscribe to my ma|I|ng lists
for new releases and other new finds.

David Spragg LM-6180-166

38 Oak Tree Road, Marlow

Bucks, SL7 3EE, United Kingdom
or 840 S Rancho Dr #4314 Las Vegas, NV 89106

www.marlowcasinochips.com
Email: david.spragg@marlowcasinochips.com




HIGHLANDEE
COLLECTABLES B2
W AL

Casino Chips © Token: ¢e ¢ Playing Cards
* Post Cards ¢ Anything Casino Related
Coins US/Foreign ® Postage Stamps
Stereo Views ¢ View Masters
Old Documents ® Marbles ¢ Old Tools ¢ Etc.

Anything Collectable
2032 East Charleston Blvd., Building 150
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104 gast®""

FRANK
(702) 586-8053

stamps@thegrid.net

Selling My Collection of
Mostly $1 Casino Chips

Over 1800 different casinos-
from over 28 years of collecting

* River Boats

* Native American

* U.S. Land Based (Nevada & others)

» Canadian

* Foreign and Island Casinos

* lllegals

* Promo Chips (club and manufacturer)

Priced fairly - Go to my web page for a full
listing of chips by type of casino or location

Buy one chip or bid on the whole collection.

See web page for terms.
Shipping always at cost.

tronscollectiblecasinochips.com

Member of Casino Chip & Gaming Token
Collectors Club, Inc. # R-8451

Top Quality

R-0868

Ivory Gaming Chips

Faro and Other
Vintage Gaming Collectibles

0. Box 2081
Rancho Palos Verdes
California 90274

Stan & Betty Wilker California

(310) 377-7780

Nevada
(702) 293-6722

twodasqdeal@ynhoo.com

P.O. Box 2081 — Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90274
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The 2012 OTY Awards contest opens shortly!

That’s right! It’s time to Nominate!

Inside this issue of the award winning Casino Collectibles
News you will find an Official Nomination Form for the 2012
OTY Awards. Every Club member is encouraged to take a little
time and reflect back on the fabulous array of chips, tokens strikes
and cards issues by casinos worldwide during the calendar year of
2012. If any of them standout in your mind, or take center-place
in your collection, then perhaps you might want to recognize them
by nominating them as a candidate for the OTY Awards.

Only as a CC&GTCC member are you entitled to participate
in the Club’s annual Chip of the Year (COTY), Token of the Year
(TOTY), Silver Strike of the Year (SSOTY) and Slot Card/Room
Key of the Year (CKOTY) competitions, aka: The OTY’s!

The 2012 Awards will be marking the Club’s 23th year of
COTY and TOTY competitions, our 13th year of the SSOTY
competition and our 11th year for CKOTY honors. I am both
honored and pleased to be serving as the COTY, TOTY, SSOTY
and CKOTY Awards Competitions Chairman, along with my son,
Casey, the Assistant OTY Chairman.

The rules for this year’s competitions are pretty much the same
as last year, and for our newer members (a very big Welcome to
our newcomers) and as a refresher for our seasoned participants,
I will go over the requirements once again.

Between January 1, 2013 and February 01, 2013 the Assistant
OTY Chairman will be accepting nominations from any and all
Club members in good standing. As a reminder to all Regular
members, please be sure to make a copy (or copies) of the
nomination form for the Associate Member(s) tied to your
membership number, so that they too can participate.

Completed, original nomination forms were designed to be
folded, taped (stapling is acceptable, but the Post Office prefers
tape), affixed with 1st Class postage (.45 cents) and then mailed.
Providing that the insert is printed correctly the mailing address
will be pre-printed on the reverse of the form. However, completed
forms (original forms or copies) may be sent in an envelope to the
address that appears of the back of an original form. That address
is also re-printed below for your convenience. As we did last year
we will accept nominations via email to OTY @CCGTCC.com .
However, if you take advantage of this method, you must format
your submission into the same headings as the Nomination Form
AND you must include all of your nominations at one time. Please
do not make piece-meal submissions. If you do, then the most
current submission form will replace, in total, any previously
submitted form. Emailed submissions must be sent prior to
midnight (PST) January 31, 2013.
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Judging will be open to any and all CC&GTCC, Inc. members
in good standing. The March-April-May issue of the Club’s
Award winning magazine will include a full-color presentation of
all the Nominees, along with a mail-in ballot. These ballots must
be returned via the postal system and must be postmarked on or
before a date to-be-determined and announced later. However,
voting may also be conducted via email, the details of which will
be announced later.

The fine print

All nominee candidates must have been issued, for use, for
the first time, during the calendar year of 2012. Various members
of the CC&GTCC may be called upon to verify this criteria for
chips and tokens. The Officers of the Silver Striker’s Club shall be
called upon to verify this criteria for Silver Strikes. The Officers
of the Slot Card and Room Key Club shall be called upon to
verify this criteria for slot cards/room keys.

Chip of the Year eligibility criteria: A chip must be issued by a
casino. It must also serve a gaming purpose.

Token of the Year eligibility criteria: A token is one that is
intended to be inserted into a slot machine for play. Excluded
are coins (money), currency and tickets. The emphasis is on slot
machine play.

Silver Strike of the Year eligibility criteria: Simply stated, an
eligible Silver Strike is a bi-metal coin made in follow-on to the
Silver Strike Program of IGT. This includes $300 strikes.

Slot Card/Room Key of the Year eligibility criteria: Slot Cards
must be issued by a casino and are intended to track player action
at a slot machine. Room Keys must be issued by an affiliated
hotel/casino establishment. The key (looking like a plastic credit
card) must be used to open a guest room.

Casey and I look forward to receiving your nominations
shortly. We may be contacted via email: OTY@CCGTCC.com .
Lastly, for those who are Internet connected, be sure to visit the
Un-Official OTY Viewing Sites, where you can view many of the
potential 2012 OTY candidates. There are four locations to visit:

http://www.thechipgallery.com/gallery2012?dir=COTY
http://www.thechipgallery.com/gallery2012?dir=TOTY
http://www.thechipgallery.com/gallery20127dir=SSOTY
http://www.thechipgallery.com/gallery2012?dir=CKOTY

Jim Follis
OTY Awards Competition Chairman



$25 25¢ $25 25¢ $25 25¢ $25 Direct Order Center

Las Vegas and Gaming Collectibles and Merchandise. Playing
I Am The

Cards, Casino Gaming and Poker Supplies, Postcards, Casino

Collectible Display Frames and much more.,

Visit our website and place your order online 24/7:

www.LasVegasGiftStoreOnLine.com
Collector gastlit:
www.VegasEast.com
Collecting $25 and 25¢ chips
from all of Nevada B e ‘%’
L W/E/L|C/OIMIE
I Will Buy Your Rare & eli o

Not So Rare $25 & 25¢ Chips

I'm looking to add to the best collection of
$25 and 25¢ chips.

Nate Pincus
P.O. Box 693, Havertown, PA 19083

610-507-1115 nate@chipcollector.com Direct Order Center P.O. Box 1063 Lake Zurich, IL 60047
Phone or Fax: 847-540-7790 E-Mail: sales@directordercenter.com
CC&GTCCLM 172 vIsA @
. et |
$25 25¢ $25 25¢ $25 25¢ $25 www.DirectOrderCenter.com 2 oiscoven
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. Almost Everything Hard Rock

Included on the DVD is the complete 354 page book

Everything
Hard Rock

The book is also broken down by:
Casinos, Cafes, Hotels and the Park as individual sections
as well as all past, present and future casinos listed individually.

Casino chips, silver strikes, room keys, slot cards, and all things
\ collectible along with property photos, information and history.

Free upgrade 6 months after you purchase.
The DVD is updated on a monthly basis so it is always current.

The DVD is formatied for Mac and Windows, files are in pdf and
can be easily transferred to an iPad

$35 ) To order send an email to:
plus $5 shipping Allan Anderson at adesign@sbcgiobal.net
—_— e — = ]
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SPECIAL SEAL and CREST CHECKS

(agco
({ountry
lub

manufactured by

The Burt Company

O UR SEAL AND CREST are the very finest checks
made and are absolutely guaranteed against
ringers. No designs are carried in stock. These
are made up special from customers’ specifications
with sketch sent in with order. A design which
may be initial, monogram or private mark is
printed on white opaque material and laminated
with a thin layer of transparent material. This
protects printing from wear.

These checks can be supplied in square edge, dull
linen finish or supplied in a round edge polished
check.

We can supply these checks in ten different
standard colors and the price for design like shown
on the left, printed in black on a white background,
is $154.00 per thousand.

On special designs, send sketch of design with
quantity of checks desired for quotation.

THE BURT COMPANY

Morrill Street

Portland, Maine

Ad courtesy of the Saitosonian.
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Dvcic saect de e Preversaom saxd eduestomt of Gy Nevtory

advertisers >

ChipGuide com 13 a database that identifies casine chips trom 16 states.

Chip
Guide.com

4611988 - 2011 Cirmno ( alectible. M, [resg e A M tamed by &lan Wviersan, pdagende ERpaLizt, Lbs Upated (kisber 10 2011

The Casino Collectible News website has archived articles from
1988, when it started out as a newsletter, through the years as The
Casino Chip and Token News magazine to the current Casino
Collectible News magazine. All PDF’s are optimized for easy
downloading. If you have any requests for articles contact
Allan Anderson, CCN webmaster, at adesign@sbcglobal.net.

contact us ovents

aCasinoiCollectiblesNewsm

8Brought to you by The Casino Chip and Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.

For indtvidual articles from the beiow lssues click on the title to dowload,
You witt need Aoue Acrulial to read the fHes. For a complete listing of toplay, dlick \nge gl Tio
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Club Merchandise

Convention Chips — $5.00 each
Set of 9 (including 2012) — $30.00
Years Available —

1996, 2001, 04, 07,

08, 09, 2010, 11, 12

Poker/Blackjack
Tournament Sets — $15.00
(2 or more sets $12.00 each)
Years Available —

2004, 06, 07, 08, 09,

2010, 11, 12

2011 & 2012 Convention Medal Sets
(Silver/Bronze) — SOLD OUT
2012 Silver Medal shown below

Convention Bronze Medals
$8.00 each/2 or more $5.00 each
(Yrs avail-1993, 1996 —2009)

CC&GTCC Playing Cards
$1.00/deck

CC&GTCC Totes — $5.00

Dale Seymour’s
“Antique Gambling Chips”
Hardback — $15.00

Casino Chip & Token News
Back Issues — $3.00 ea.
1993-2011 (Not all issues
available. Shipping cost varies
depending on qty ordered —
email request before ordering)
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2012 Convention Pin — $5.00
Prior Year Pins Available
1997-2011 — $3.00 each

Set of all 15 pins

(including 2012) — $25.00

Common back design ___

CC&GTCC Member Pin — $5.00

2012 Convention T-Shirt — $15.00
Sizes Med, Lrg, XL

2012 Convention T-Shirt (back shown)



CC&GTCC T-Shirt - $15.00
Sizes Med, Lrg, XL, XXL,

CC&GTCC Polo Shirt — $25.00
Colors-Red, Navy, Black, Cream, Grey
Sizes Sm to XXLL

(Not all colors in all sizes, email to check)

2012 Convention DVD — $20.00

Prior Years available

(2004, 05, 06, 07, 08 & 2010) $5.00 each
Set of all 7 (including 2011) $30.00

Convention
June 20 - 23, 2012

Carlos Cartagena Prints — $20.00 each
Specify “Welcome to Las Vegas” or
“Legendary Stardust”

“Welcome to Las Vegas” “Legendary Stardust”

Make Checks Payable to: CC&GTCC

Mail Orders To:
Roy Nelson
4338 Grey Spencer Dr
Las Vegas, NV 89141-4397

Use the order form included in this magazine, or, download an order form from...www.ccgtcc.com
Email order questions to: promotions@ccgtcc.com

Shipping and handling charges within the continental U.S.
Order amount up to $5.00 add $2.50
Order amount up to $10.00 add $3.50
Order amount up to $25.00 add $6.95
Order amount up to $50.00 add $8.95
Order amount over $50.00 add $10.95
NOTE: Some items, because of shape and/or weight will be mailed pre-paid priority and shipping cost may increase.

International Orders/Orders from Alaska and Hawaii— Contact for shipping charges.
For more club apparel check out the ‘On-line Club Shop’ on the website www.ccgtcc.com.
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In the spirit of the old west, gambling
followed the boom towns, silver strikes,
gold strikes and copper strikes. Gambling
followed the wealth. Jackpot was unique;
gambling was the boom and the wealth.
Long before Jackpot had a name, it had a
reputation. Jackpot was born a gambling

town and remains so to this day.

T
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During a trip to Jackpot, Nevada in October

1991, Harvey Fuller made a small note in his

journal--a tidbit of information given to him by

Carl Hayden. Harvey wrote, “The Horse Shu

has always been cowboy oriented as there are

several large ranches in the vicinity. Old timers say

that there was once a corral in front of the casino where the cowboy

customers could leave their horses, and'a small livery stable barn in

back. For a several days stay the cowboys often slept in the hay loft.”

While researching Jackpot, Nevada I discovered the “Horse Shu

Newsy News,” written by Don French in 1955 and published in the

Idaho Times. One paragraph states, “The Horse Shu Club is busy

now, building a huge corral to house deer, antelope, horses, jack

asses and some pugilists who always seem to enjoy a good scrap.”

Thirty-five years later, the story has changed; fact has merged with

fiction and much of the truth has been lost. Don French didn’t

give two hoots about the cowboys. He built a roadside attraction,

common along stretches of lonely highway during the fifties. He
gave the tourists just one more reason to stop at the Horse Shu.

When Don French and Peter “Pete” Piersanti arrived, there was
nothing but wide open space divided by an asphalt strip called
Highway 93.

The federal government had banned gambling nationwide in
December 1953 so a few enterprising folks looked for the nearest
point across the Idaho state line into Nevada where legal gambling
was still allowed. Don French was the first to do so. Just 500

yards into Nevada, he moved his now-illegal Idaho slot operation.
Construction of the new Horse Shu was nearly completed by mid-
February 1954. The main building was only 56 x 70 feet and would
have a café, bar and casino. Water came from a well and power from
diesel generators. The Horse Shu opened on March 18, 1954.

Don French was bold, a brash promoter and his intentions were
clear; Horse Shu, Nevada was going to be on the map. It would not
remain unknown for long. The first mention of Horse Shu, Nevada
is found printed in the Twin Falls Times on March 19, 1954. The
grand opening ad reads, “Welcome to the Horse Shu Club, Horse
Shu, Nevada.” By June 1954 the Horse Shu Club had forty-fifty
slot machines operating and was in the process of constructing
thirty motel rooms. The Horse Shu was an enormous success--one

million  dollars
had been given in ||. WE GOT OUR LICENSE
prizes by October
30,1955 and Don | I Iorse |
celebrated  with :
o | CLUB
Eysayone s HORSE SHU, NEVADA'
invited. 40 Minutes South of Magic Valley on Highwg
By mid-

June 1954 there
were three other
applications  for _'

gaming licenses in
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Last week, on Mother's Day, Don French served 350
mothers a free Mother's Doy dinner of boked Virginia
hom, Everybody hod a real bang-up good time.

The Horse Shu Club is busy now, building a huge corral
to house deer, anlelope, horses, Jack asses and some of the
pugilists who always seem to enjoy ¢ good scrop.

Tuesdoy is Country Store night agaln and we'll be foaded
with Free bags of groceries thot will be given away every
10 minutes; Free keg beer, Free dutch lunches, This is o
night thot everyone has a good time. And as a special
added attraction for our big Tuesday night doin’s, we're

going to give away “JUNE ond ANNABELLE" . two
live Porker Pigs. Come on out Sunday or Mohday and see
‘am. But be sure to bs out Tuesdoy night, you might get
to let June and Annabetle ride home with you.

Thursday Don French will give anothar outomobile oway
free, Sunday we'll have another fomous ‘49er dinner . . .
a complete dinner with oll the trimmin's for only forty-nine
cents.

We're building another oddlhon to the Horse Shu Club
now in arder to give you folks more room to play ond have
{un, We ore planning bigger and better ‘events for the
summer and we hope you'll keep our Horse Shu Newsy
News o must on your Sundoy reading. list, For eoch Sunday
we'll give you a complete roundup of what will be happen-
ing at the Horse Shu Club,

FFETFFT T T FTFI

Sincerely,

2% Qem-}/wmh. |
é&é&&&&&&&&

Date of the “Newsy News” - Idaho Times.

e % Be e B B e B B B e B B &

this new wide open area. Hugh Duncan of Carson City applied for a
license for a proposed casino to be named Bordertown, and Herbert
and Eunice Kime for the Pair-O-Dice Inn. Both were going to be
located near the Horse Shu Club. Peter Piersanti of Idaho applied
for a license in the name of Cactus Pete’s Inn, about 10 miles south
at Mineral Springs.

On July 2, 1954, Herbert and Eunice Kime and Peter Piersanti
were approved for slots only. Unfortunately, Hugh Duncan was denied
because the construction of his building was less than 1/3 complete.
It is not clear if construction ever started on Bordertown or not. No
license was ever issued, and nothing else was ever written about it.

The Pair-O-Dice Inn opened August 18, 1954 just 400 feet south
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HORSESHU
NEVADA

WELLS, NEY.

0]

An early matchbook from the Horse Shu Club showing
the town of Horseshu, Nevada.

of the Horse Shu Club. Very little information exists in regards to this
property. Carl Hayden, in
an interview with Harvey
Fuller in 1991, described
“White Frame
special looking Building”
located south of the Horse
Shu,
the general store and the
of Highway 93.
Carl Hayden was Cactus
Pete’s PR. guy and general
manager for many years.
The Pair-O-Dice Inn offered entertainment nightly and featured
“dining, dancing and gaming.”

“BRANDING PARTY"
THURSDAY, NOV. 4th

it as a
STOCKMEN—Bring your brand-
ing irons and slap your brand on
our new Corral Room. Buffet
Supper -~ Dancing - Entertain-
ment,

PAIR -0 - DICE INN

HI-WAY 83
NEAR IDAHO - NEVADA LINE

midway between

edge

HIGHWAY 93
IDAHO-NEVADA LINE



Peter Piersanti was granted a gaming license in Mineral Springs,
Nevada under the name of Cactus Pete’s Inn on July 2, 1954.
Advertising in the 1954 Twin Falls newspaper also references
Cactus Pete’s Desert Inn and Cactus Pete’s Desert Lodge. Peter
Piersanti was losing business to the new Horse Shu Club due to
its close proximity
to the Idaho state
line and in 1956 )
made the decision to ) Cac’“ SETE

For “A Night of Happiness”
- Come South of The ;

) move a little north.

Border . . where the folks | Construction began

ll " ! on a new facility
att come 1o play directly across the

s

FALRTOY WevAOA
o

N OW STARRI NG-NT . street from the Horse
JOY STEWART Shu Club sometime
; —San Pranclice's Joytul Danctag Dacling— in 1956. It opened
| SEE HER TONIGHT on October 1. 1956
] ‘You will agree that English Girls really are ’
Ab Aliorios - aaTaieated - as Primitively under the name
will gee, g
| Cactus Pete’s.
| cactus PETE'S e £
nothing new to this
DESERT INN isolated  part  of
South of the Border -- Hi-Way 93 northern Nevada; it
| had been going on
Idaho Times - Oct. 5, 1954. i Contael, Newerh

and Mineral Springs,

Nevada since the early
1940s and probably earlier. King’s Mercantile in Contact had slots
as did Thousand Springs Trading Post. Mineral Hot Springs had
a non-restricted gaming license for four slot machines, two crap
tables and two blackjack tables. A little farther north, a gas station
named Riverside Service also had slot machines. Gaming licenses
were not hard to come by during the ‘40s and early ‘50s but that
was changing. Don French and the success of the new Horse Shu
Club had focused the attention of powerful business interests in

Date of the ad - Newspaper:
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o 10000 mp-pH
| THE FUN SPOT

| SOUTH OF THE BORDER

(265 PETE’S

CLOSE COVER cXTles FOR SAFETY
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Twin Falls, Idaho as well as the casino operators in Elko, Nevada.
These powerful interests lobbied the newly formed Gaming Control
Board to stop issuing gaming licenses so close to the Idaho border.
The pressure continued and between 1955 and 1959 it was difficult
to get a slot license and
all but impossible to
obtain a non-restricted

gaming license.

It's & privilege and a pleasure far Cactus Pete’s Imrporlterl

for a non-restricted mg&;‘lmn'gwt&emnomnmmumm.xnembuewmu

After several
applications and denials

gaming license, Don
French had had enough.
In December 1956 he
sold the Horse Shu
Club to Harvey Wright
and Ray Fezler for
$250,000. Don took
his profits and headed - .
south to Las Vegas Idaha Times - Dec. 4, 1956.
where he could get the
license he desired.

In October 1957, Idaho contractors Fay and August Dohrmann
and Paul Barton won a “‘recommendation of approval” from the

NEW OWNERS
of the

HORSE
Shu-Club

To you and your smployses
++ A hearly “Walcoms,
Nelghtior” to the fun.spot

[dﬁ”r pETE S’ ,;"I':;‘..‘.“;:,“""”“‘"‘*

Gaming Control Board for a new club on the Idaho state line.
Named for the highway that runs through this yet un-named town,
it would be called Club 93. With a proposed investment of $45,000,
the three Idaho businessmen would be licensed for thirty-two slot
machines. Club 93 opened quietly on November 1, 1957.

By early 1958 this new community was booming. In addition
to the 250+ slot machines, each casino had many other forms of
entertainment and giveaways. Club 93 had balloon drops with
prizes inside the balloons as well as their Wheel of Fortune. The
Horse Shu had a wheelbarrow of silver dollars and the lucky winner
could keep as many silver dollars as they could take in two short
seconds. One lady managed to get 131 silver dollars, a record.
Cactus Pete’s gave away eight new cars to lucky winners between

February 1957 and March 1958. Electncnty had yet to reach this
—_— ’ AR

o -



community and was still supplied by the

clubs’ own generators.
What’s a thriving
\ boomtown without

MANARCH MATCH CO., SAN JUIL. ° AL,
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COCKTAILS

a name? In March
L of 1958, owners

CLUB
of the Horse Shu

Club petitioned
the Elko County

Commissioners
JACKPOT, NEVADA

CLOSE COVER wiffiiie FORSAFETY to have the new

community named Horse Shu, Nevada.
In May 1958, under protest from Pete
Piersanti, owner of Cactus Pete’s, the commission approved the
name Horse Shu, Nevada. The following month, June 7, 1958, the
commission retracted the name and came up with their new official
designation: Unincorporated Townshlp Number One--a name no

one liked and even fewer |

wanted. This was an issue that |
would not go away, and was
finally resolved on April 8,
1959 when the commissioners

agreed with the club owners
to name it Jackpot, Nevada.
Between 1954 and 1959
different
were used in advertising.
Matchbooks, ashtrays, drink
tokens and even newspaper ads used various names. Contact,

Register Your Auto License No.

| You May Be A Winner!

NO OBLIGATION

Club93 Cafe

JACKPOT, NEVADA

several names

Nevada was the most common for practical reasons: it was a real
town and, more importantly, housed the only post office. Horse Shu,
Nevada was used mainly for public relations reasons. Many local
newspaper ads, as well as promotional advertising, simply used the
phrase “Idaho-Nevada Stateline.” As a collector, I find the early
advertising more interesting and much harder to come by. I don’t
really like to use the word “rare,” but in this instance it certainly
applies. I doubt you will ever find “Unincorporated Town Number
One” on anything. It might have looked good in the bottom of an
ashtray shortened to “Un-Inc. #1” but, to my knowledge, nothing
like that has ever been found.

In March 1959 George Cannon, former owner of the Gateway
Club in Lake Tahoe and his partner, a Idaho businessman by the

name Charles “Tex* McNeil,
applied for a gaming license.
The application was for forty
slots at George & Tex’s Gateway
Club. George Cannon applied
and was denied several times.

12:01 ‘

AM.

George had a questionable
background; apparently he had . NSIQIIT &%
the ability to count cards and | T

Kie==nt

was banned from several casinos
due to his uncanny ability to o
win more often than not. He did
appeal and was recommended
for approval in June 1959 by the
Gaming Board. In September
1959 the newly formed Gaming
Commission that
decision. No license for George.
Charles McNeil reapplied on
his own merit and was granted
a restricted gaming license in
October 1959. Tex’s Gateway
Club opened in December 1959,

The conflict over unlimited
gaming on the Idaho state line
was finally coming to an end. In
October 1959 the newly formed
Gaming Commission issued the
first non-restricted gaming
license there. It went
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YOU'LL REALLY LIVE IT UP AT ...

 TEX'S

JACKPGT'S NIWIST AND FINEST

Idaho Times - Oct. 30, 1959

to Ray Fezler and
Harvey  Wright /
at the Horse |
Shu Club. In a
State
Journal headline
dated April 20,
1960 it says in
bold print, “Jackpot
Given Green Light

Nevada

'SAVE THIS COUFON
Jockpot, Nevada

Exchange it ebsolutely FREE
for ¢ GATEWAY CLUB

LUCKY BUCK
GATEWAY CLUB
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For Dice, Cards, Roulette.”” The year 1960 brought a new era to
Jackpot, Nevada. The old hand-cranked phone system was replaced,
a $100,000 power sub-station went online, and Jackpot finally had
its own electricity. In compliance with gaming policy, a sheriff was
hired to make sure no one took advantage of the new non-restricted
gaming. A much needed benefit came with the official naming of
the city: a post office.

Diamond Jim’s opened for the first time on June 10, 1960;
the building wasn’t new or even built on site. It had been built
originally as a twenty unit dormitory for Kennecott Copper north
of Ely, Nevada. In order to transport the building, it was divided
into two sections and trucked to Jackpot and reassembled on a new

GRAND OPENING]

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
June 10 June 11 June 12

JACKPOT HEADQUARIERS
FRIDAY pogte 1o .e

FREE ORCHIDS for The Ladies
FREE GIFTS for The Gents

SEAFOOD BUFFET .,

5:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.

. All you can eat for only $2.00

The Greatest
Hawaiion
Show

on Earth

Friday - Saturdoy - Sundoy

FREE PRIZES

SURPRISES
“Round the Clock"

and
l DOUBLE
J
l Nothing to Buy!
]

““YOUR BEST BET”
Jackpot, Nevada

THE GEM OF NEVADA

Idaho Times - June 10, 1960.
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foundation directly across the street from Club 93. It’s still there
today and is probably the oldest structure in Jackpot. Diamond Jim’s
was doomed from the start, as problems with two of four partners
resulted in financial difficulty from the very beginning. Diamond
Jim’s was shut down by the Sheriff’s Department on January 11,
1961. According to the Sheriff, it was closed to protect the assets
on behalf of several creditors.

Ray and Ruth Fezler opened the Stardust Casino on June 30, 1961.
No expense had been spared on the construction. The sign was seven
stories tall, with thirty-four ultra-modern motel units and parking for
200 cars. This was Ray’s showpiece—thirty-five slot machines, as
well as live table games, sat upon carpet shipped from the east coast.
There was a unique feature as well: a fireplace without a chimney.
The smoke was transmitted under the floor and outside. Opening
day was advertised as “a magic resort of, fun, frolic, good food and
entertainment.” This entire new splendor was built just south of the
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Horse Shu where the Pair-O-Dice Inn once stood.

Jack Sutherland applied for a slot permit for seven slot machines
for a Lucky 7 Club in 1963. Due to his failure at the Stardust and
his proceeding bankruptcy, the Gaming Commission promptly
denied his request. The Lucky 7 Club did open in 1963, providing
entertainment, food and drink. After several changes in ownership,
it ceased to exist sometime in 1968.

N A A7 i e e o e i e S e e e e
O S S S S i o A B A S G D i i b S o ot P ) B B D B B 50 6 P 8 S O O

LUCKY “7" cuB |

JACKPOT, NEVADA
INVITES YOU TO

DANCE

“TIP & THE REBELS"

10 pm. to 2 a.m.

COME AS YOU ARE
MEET FRED & ILAH

! E;:::::::::::::::: ------------- -
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Tvin Fall Times - July 19, 1967.
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Jackpot’s boom was over by the mid-1960s. Cactus Pete’s had
bought the Horse Shu in 1964, assuming the dominant position in
Jackpot gaming. The Pair-O-Dice was long gone, Tex’s Gateway
Club had burned to the ground in 1961, and Ray & Ruth’s Stardust
struggled after the death of Ray Fezler, closing in 1963. Diamond
Jim’s failed after three different ownerships and closed for the last
time in 1968. Thomas Barton acquired 100% ownership of Club 93
in 1970 and changed the name to Barton’s Casino 93 and, for all
intents and purposes, the Horse Shu Club had become little Cactus
Pete’s. Casino 93 and the Horse Shu basically remained the same--
stuck in the 70's--while Cactus Pete’s continued to grow, becoming
Jackpot’s only modern mega-resort.

Herbert Kime, owner of the Pair-O-Dice Inn, wrote a letter to
the editor, published in the Nevada State Journal on May 23, 1958.
He said that everyone thinks Jackpot sprang up from the wilderness
because with the exception of a few old timers who remembered,
history had been forgotten. Even the historians fail to mention what
was there before. Jackpot was not the first town in northern Nevada
along the Idaho border. Fifty years prior, at the turn of the century, a
small town called Twin Springs occupied that very spot. Like many
towns of the past, it dried up and blew away, soon forgotten. Mr.
Kime reminded me that we do not create history; instead, we are
the history and we are the keepers of history. Every story we hear is
history passed along and every item in our collection is a piece of
history. Some of it is known and some may be a complete mystery.
If we are curious, we seek answers, separating fact from fiction. We
are the caretakers, the keepers of history. Share your stories, share
‘your knowledge and share what you collect.
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Cactus Pete’s Inn - Mineral Springs, Nevada.
Opened July 2, 1954.

- o -

Peter Piersanti was granted a gaming license in Mineral Springs,
Nevada under the name of Cactus Pete’s Inn.

Cactus Pete’s Inn - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened October 1, 1956.

Peter

Piersanti, Bud Gurley
and Dale Wildman were granted a
gaming license under the name of
Cactus Pete’s Inc.
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IN PERSON

FOR ONE WEEK

Starting Thurs., Aug. 19 |

CURLEY HOGG and GENE RIVERS

““The Neighborhood Boys' presenting the kind
of western music you're sure to like

Curiey Hogg was selected by Blliboard
Magasine aa “MR, BANJO" of 1852

EXOTIC BUBBLE DANCER

from Dallas, Texas
—Plenty of Room for Dancing—
Good Food -- Cocktails -- Entertainment

CACTUS PETE'S
DESERT LODGE

On Highway 93 — “South of the Border”




Club 93 - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened opened on November 1, 1957.

Club 93 was started by Fay and August Dohrmann and Paul
Barton. The partnership was short-lived. On March 24, 1958, the
Gaming Commission issued a license to Ray Fezler, Harvey Wright
and Paul Barton. Partnership between the Wrights and the Bartons
lasted until April 2, 1971. Paul “Lavelle” Barton changed the name
to Barton’s Casino 93.

The gray 31.00 chip pictured above is suspected to be a prototype
sample with a simple pasted on inlay. The yellow “Non-
Negotiable” chip on the right is unlisted in pricing guides,
and thought to be used as a tournament chip.
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Roulette began in 1967 with the purchase
of a used roulette table. Tom Barton
purchased the table at auction from the /-
Riverside Casino in Reno when they went |'
out of business. The first roulette chips
were ordered shortly thereafter, sometime
in 1967 or early 1968. Those chips were in
continuous use until November 2000 when the
Gaming Commission insisted on a table designation.

This black 81 chip was used by employed shills at the Crap
table to stimulate play. According to Richard Hartman,
General Manager of Barton'’s Club 93 only 40 of these chips
were ordered in 19606, very few got out to the public.
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Diamond Jim’s - Jackpot, Nevada.
June 10, 1960 - January 11, 1961.

Gaming license
issued to John E. Wilkin’s
and Robert E. Balmer for Slots, one
Crap Game and three 21 Games.

Top photo of Diamond Jim § in 1963 courtesy of Northeastern
Nevada Historical Society and Museum. Bottom photo taken in

2009 courtesy of Roadsidepictures.

Diamond Jim’s - Jackpot, Nevada.
November 6, 1964 — July 1965.

Gaming license issued to EE Garth
at 82%, Clinton Holland Sr. at 13% and
Philip Sherwood at 5%. The license was
for 50 Slot machines & four table games.
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FRIDAY, SATURDAY
and SUNDAY!

OF THE ALL NEW

Com of the Desert”

& Diamond
CHAMPAGNE . Jim's

ond Hors d'Oeuvres @, IN JACKPOT,
o b NEV.
+~ BAR

Free Prize Drawings!

ALL DAY, FRI, SAT., SUNDAY!
NOTHING TO BUY ... JUST REGISTER AT

DIAMOND JIW'S

/ l,. fabulous

o
entertainment
featuring the

A3
*MILLER  + MAIN

> 4 m ’
7 oV Mc S % CARROLL CRANE
Your Congemal Host . . . Clint Holland

at the ‘Gem of the Desert . ..”
~ Diamond Jim's Casino

IN JACKPOT, NEVADA

Idaho Times - November 6, 1964.
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Diamond Jim’s - Jackpot, Nevada.
December 1, 1967 - 1969.

John Bermensolo—Slots only. Featured exotic dancing, food
and drinks. Club 93 bought the property sometime in 1969 and
rented it out for private parties. Diamond Jim’s ceased to exist early
in 1970 and became a warehouse used by Club 93 for storage.
That’s what it is today.

lrm the Sky
DIAMOND JIM’S

in Jackpot, Nevada

NOW OPEN! *coob Foob
* BAR
o T OF roren | GAMES, ETC.

(] The "0 Timers” Wi @‘)%) SRS
3| Be Here Safurday Night and

Sunday Afternoon

making music for your
dancing ploasure

3-WAY ‘GET ACQUAINTED orren coop FOR:

Free Drink 10 FREE NICKEI.S
__ AT OUR “EpEE )
i FRIENDLY BAR

The Diamond Jim
DAILY SPECIAL

In Our Lovely

RESTAURANT

Idaho Times - May 5, 1967.

Four Jacks - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened 1986 (Slots only).

Photo courtesy of Roadsidepictures.

George & Tex’s Gateway Club - Jackpot, Nevada.
December 1959 — September 10, 1960.

The club was located north of Cactus Pete’s and was built by
George Cannon, owner of the Gateway Club in Lake Tahoe, and
his partner, Tex O’Neill of Idaho Falls. Tex O’Neil was granted a
restricted gaming license in October 1959. In the early morning
of September 10, 1960 the Gateway Club caught fire; the 100 foot
structure was totally destroyed within an hour. Defective wiring
was determined as the cause of the blaze.

GEORGR&TEXS (g GATEWAY

Photo from the Janice O’Neal Collection.

CLg B

Horse Shu Club - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened on March 18, 1954.

Don French, Theda French, and Walter Oros were granted
a gaming license in March 1954. It was a restricted license for
slots only. The Horse Shu Club went through several changes in
ownership between 1954 and 1964, when it was purchased by
Cactus Pete’s.

This very early and very rave Horse Shu Club ashtray
shows the town listed as Contact, Nevada.
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Lucky “7” Club - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened 1963. Closed 1968.

NEW YEAR'S
EVE

AT THE

LUCKY 7
CLUB

IN JACKPOT, NEV,
WITH

Betty & Jim

LIVE
Entertummellj

Herman Schwartz was licensed
for seven slot machines in October
1963. Richard Hartman, general l
manager of Bartons Casino 93,
remembers the Lucky 7 Club. He
says that it had a few slot machines
and was located west of Progressive
Street, well back from the highway. !

et

———

Pair-O-Dice - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened August 18, 1954. Closed July 1, 1957.

Herb and Cassie Kime offered “Entertainment Nightly, Dancing
From 9 Til Exhausted! Seven Nights A Week Only!” so the Grand
Opening ad from the Idaho Times on August 18, 1954 says.

PAIR-O-DICE

oo NN e

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20 4

HIGHWAY $3—JUST ACROSS NEVADA LINE
400 Feet South of Famous Horse-Shu Olub

ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

DANCING FROM 9 ‘TIL EXHAUSTEDI
SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK ONLY!

CasiNno CoLLecTiBLE News | Volume 25 Number 4
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Stardust - Jackpot, Nevada.
Opened June 30, 1961. Closed February 20, 1963.

Known as Ray & Ruth’s Stardust Club, it was the dream of Ray
Fezler, but a short lived dream. In February 1962 Ray died of a
Jack
Sutherland and Anna and Yandell Dorsey stepped in and attempted
to keep the Stardust going. The Stardust license was suspended in
March 1963 for non-payment of gaming taxes and fees.

heart attack; within a year the Stardust was gone as well.

B o L LT e —

p. B
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Artist Rendering of the Stardust ﬁ'om 1961.

SO, |

A rare menu from Ray & Ruth’s Stardust.

Special thanks to James Campiglia, Mark Englebretson, Andy
Hughes, Ricky Pushkin, Martin Kenney and Doug Deems for the
use of their images in this article. Also, a special thanks to Richard
Hartman, General Manager of Bartons Club 93, for his help in
assembling the facts for this article.
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The top photo of an abandoned Diamond Jim's Casino was taken in 2010 by CC&GTCC club member Scott Jaske.
Scott passed away in January of 2012. Scott was a sergeant in the Chicago Police department and was an avid photographer:
He spent much of his vacation time traveling the United States taking photos of open and closed casinos.

The above photo is of Scott in front of the same Diamond Jim 5 Casino.
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By Pam Goertler #R-3432

My husband and [ really enjoy old Nevada. We enjoy
reading books and articles and hearing stories about the
way Las Vegas uscd to be, before the days of corporations

and mega-resorts. When we’re on vacation, we spend most of

our time in downtown “old town” Las Vegas. While downtown

has been remodeled, refurbished and redecorated, it hasn’t been
razed. Most of the casinos are still in the original buildings
that were constructed in the 1930’ through the 19607, and you
can still get a feel for the way it was. For example, there’s some
stairs in the back of the Horseshoe, near the newsstand. Go up
those stairs and you’re in the old Apache Hotel. Look around and
you will find some leaded glass windows that may have becn there
when it was the Apache. Go back downstairs, to the bar near the
front of the Horsceshoe and look up, you’ll see a carved light fixture
that looks like King Neptune. King Neptune in a casino? It’s alleged
that the light fixture came from Tony Cornero’s SS Rex gambling
ship. The SS Rex in Las Vegas was named after Cornero’s offshore
gambling ship, and we were told from two different sources, that
the light fixture came from that ship.

Another way to get glimpses of old Nevada (and not-so-old
Nevada) is by watching movies! Hundreds of movies have been
partially or completely filmed in Nevada. About a year ago a
magazine published a list of their picks for the top 20 movies with
old Las Vegas scenes. We were able to find some of those movics

and others with Nevada scenes, in flea markets and on
cBay. | thought it would be fun to tell you about a
few of them.




Las Vegas Nights (1941): A light musical comedy that features Tommy Dorsey, his
trumpet and his orchestra. There’s six or seven musical numbers in the movie, one of
which features a young Frank Sinatra singing “I’ll Never Smile Again,” in his first movie
appearance. Also look for Buddy Rich. on the drums.

The movic stars Constance Moore, Virginia Dale, Lillian Cornell and Bert Wheeler
as vaudevillians that inherit a dilapidated old building in Las Vegas. They decide to fix
up the property and open a small club. Shyster lawyer Hank Ladd represents the group,
and he represents a land developer who wants to buy the property...mostly, though, he
represents himself. Norma (Constance Moore) gets romantically involved with the land
developer’s son, but neither of them knows that his father wants the property. Add a mule.
a few pigeons, and some casino shots and you end up with a movie that’s fun to watch. I'd
give the movie 3.5 stars. v v 9 5

For those who love old Vegas and gambling: This movic is a peek at Las Vegas before
there was a strip. The movie was released in 1941, the same year that the EI Rancho Vegas
opened as the first resort on Highway 91, later known as the Strip. During the opening
credits you'll get glimpses of many old casino signs including the Apache Casino, Boulder
Club, Northern Club and the original Las Vegas Club. The opening scene is a group of
singing cowboys riding down Fremont Street past the Northern Club, Las Vegas Club,

White Spot Café, Frontier Club and Oasis Café. Much of the movie, including a lot of the gambling scenes, takes place at the (fictitious)
Nevada Club. One scene has a lot of chips tumbling into a hat, the chips appear to be generic. There are slot machines on the sidewalk. in

the lawyer’s waiting room and in his inner office! There's a short montage of gambling scenes featuring the wheel of fortune, craps and

chuck-a-luck, interspersed with signs that include one for the Kiva Casino. 1'd give the Vegas/gambling scenes 4.5 chips.

QOOOC

The Lady Gambles (1949): Gambling in a back alley with loaded dice, then getting beaten
into unconsciousness, how did Joan Boothe (Barbara Stanwyck) get into this position? To

answer that, the movie takes us back a ycar or so...

Joan’s husband, David (Robert Preston), writes for a newspaper and she accompanies
him to Las Vegas while he writes a story about Boulder Dam. She used to write for a
magazine and thinks it would be fun to write a story about gambling. Joan is spotted
taking pictures. and is escorted to the casino manager’s office. After he’s convinced that the
picturcs won’t be used for blackmail, the manager gives her “house chips” to gamble with
and permission to continue taking pictures. When she tells her husband about it, she tells
him that “gambling is exciting!™ {-rom there it’s a short trip to the dark side of gambling. ..
the addiction. In order to gamble, she “borrows™ her husband’s expense account money,
she pawns her camera, and she lies to her husband about what she’s done during the day...
anything to keep him from knowing that she’s gambling.

In one scene, Joan is having lunch with her sister, at the Pelican. The casino manager
sits down with them and tells Joan that he'd like her to play in a poker game and that he’ll g . : .
stake her. Her response to him is my favorite line in the movie: ©1 find that I don’t care for Ladq GGH‘I“ES" '
gambling much. 1t’s noisy and confusing and just a little...dirty.”” A proper lady’s attitude '
toward gambling in the 1940°s. ’m surc! 4 stars. e 3 4 s 5

Scretpay by ROY HUGGINS - Produced by MICHEL KRAIKE - Duected by MICHAEL GORDON




For those who love old Vegas and gambling: Many of the scenes are filmed at the “Pelican™, which is easily recognizable as the
Flamingo. Most of the gambling scenes secem to be at the Flamingo and maybe the Boulder Club. There are scenes with craps, roulette,
poker and horse racing. The only chips that I recognized were generic comet chips. There were shots of the Silver Dollar, Santa Anita Turf
Club, Boulder Club, Monte Carlo, Golden Nugget, Frontier Club, El Dorado, and more. 4.5 chips.

HELDORADO (1946): Starring Roy Rogers (“King of the cowboys”) and Trigger (“The
smartest horse in the movies”), featuring George “Gabby” Hayes, Dale Evans, and Bob
Nolan and The Sons of the Pioneers.

The mob was laundering money in Vegas and it was up to Roy to take care of the
problem. Dale wants to help but, in typical old-Hollywood fashion, has to be rescued a few
times. This is a “standard” Roy Rogers cowboy film...there’s a lot of riding, the good guys
always win, and the horse gets higher billing than the heroine!!!

Is it just coincidence that the film was released the same year that Ben “Bugsy” Siegel

KING OF THE COWBOYS opened the Flamingo? Notice that the name of the movie 1s spelled “Heldorado”, while the

Tn IGGER annual May cclebration is named “Helldorado”. The censors wouldn’t allow the second “L

GTHE SMARTEST HORSE IN THE MOWVIES g a . . g

' in the name of the movie, though there are signs, posters and banners in several scenes with
the correct spelling. 3 stars. v v W

CEORGE g HUES
a'r!ﬁlfmn.., Aalid For those who love old Vegas and gambling: Helldorado was an annual event in Las
i ; Vegas from 1934 until 1997. It featured the Helldorado Village, a rodeo, 3 parades, a

Kangaroo Court, beard contests, and other frontier fun. Part of the movie was filmed during

mgpunmc the 1946 Helldorado days, and shows scenes from the parades as they go down Fremont
CTURE :

Street. There’s glimpses of the SS Rex, the Apache Bar, El Portal Theater, Wolfson Jeweler,
Overland Café, Pioncer Club, The Monte Carlo, Boulder Club, Frontier Club “Roulette-
Ladies Welcome™, Bank of Nevada, the original Las Vegas Club, and several other businesses.

Quite a bit of the movie was filmed at the Last Frontier and the Western Village,
including scenes around the pool and in the 21 Club casino. There was onc shot, by
the roulette wheel, which showed stacks of generic “comet” chips. The movie also
included shots of Boulder Dam. The Vegas/gambling scenes get 4.5 chips.

OOOOC

Note: In 2005, for their Centennial celebration, Las Vegas brought back a scaled
back version of Helldorado Days. There was a small “Helldorado Village” constructed
downtown, the Kangaroo Court found the mayor guilty of not wearing a Helldorado
button and tossed him in the pokey, and there was a parade that lasted several hours.
My husband and 1 were fortunate to be in town and participate in the celebration,
though we only lasted for about the first two hours of the parade, as the temperatures

cre hotter than helldorado!

Rov on his trusted horse “Trigger:

S5




The Las Vegas Hillbillys (1966): The name and description of this movie suckered me
o - " “ —— f B e
in. “In the backwoods of Tennessce, country singer Woody Weatherby receives word that & }L{[: [ﬂ;@

S mtheBRlG ST

Hillbillies when [ was a kid. FERLIN JAYNE ¢ s:;:};m “

HUSKY § MENSFIELD

a 2 o B & o a 5 Wi U‘Iese
he has inherited a casino in Las Vegas” Sounds fun...right? | mean, | loved the Beverly ToPSTARS @

If I liked country music, I might say something like “corny but cute”. Personally, though,
I don’t carc much for country music...$0000...the movie didn’t have much of a plot, and |
fast forwarded through scveral country songs, including some sung by Ferlin Husky, Sonny
James, Connie Smith, Bill Anderson and Del Reeves. The most interesting thing about this
movie was seeing “sex goddesses” Mamice Van Doren and Jayne Mansficld playing roles as
intelligent blondes. 1 can only give the movic | star 4 “‘s‘meis_/
MAMIE
For those who love old Vegas and gambling: Don’t let the name of the movie fool you.
There was onc shot (stock footage?), that lasted maybe 30 scconds, of the strip. Other
than that, the gambling scenes were all at the “Golden Circle Casino’ which was probably
constructed on a movic lot. There was one shot of some chips, but | didn’t try to zoom in on
them because | didn’t want to prolong the agony. A very disappointing .5 chip.

c _PRGG5e ov LARRY EJACKSON /355223 BERNARD A, WOOLNER

Heat (1987): Nick (Burt Reynolds) is a bodyguard with a dream, he wants to live in Venice,
Italy. Mcanwhile he lives and works in Las Vegas, in an office that is shared with an attorncy. 4 il
CANNON

A friend of Nick’s, a hooker, is brutalized and beaten. He tracks down the John, a spoiled

rich kid with “conncctions” and helps his friend cxact her revenge. Of course the John then et LauRE| i i i | |

gocs after Nick. H ‘ h'[ = v (18)
A rather wimpy young man hires Nick to guard him while he gambles. Nick doesn’t really "‘( TN

h’?’ " \ s HES OUT FOR REVENGE

understand this, as the man is playing for small stakes. Eventually it comes out that the man i ‘

has problems with his self-cstecem. He’s hoping that Nick will teach him to fight, and to fecl
like a man. Good action, and Reynolds puts on a good performance, but the ending is awful
and ruins an otherwise good idea for a plot. 2.5 stars e+ 9

For those who love old Vegas and gambling: 1 don’t know if the whole movie was filmed . g fl!\ﬂ_‘l‘f
in Vegas. 11 it was, there were a lot of shots of streets, alleys and neighborhoods that the | S8, o ﬂﬁ'#%:w‘_%’:
tourists rarcly saw. There’s also several shots of the strip. A lot of the gambling takes place in . %
the old Aladdin, using chips that appcar to be Aladdin chips. 2 chips.

OO




The Joker is Wild (1957): Stars Frank Sinatra (Joe E. Lewis), Eddie Albert (Austin
Mack), Beverly Garland (Cassic Mack), Mitzi Gaynor (Martha Stewart), Jeane Crain
FRANK S|NA'|'RA ; : (Letty Page) and Jackie Coogan (Swifty Morgan). Based on the book by Art Cohn.

MIZi GAYNOR JEARVE CRAIN

EDDE ALBERT ;

The movie starts out in Chicago. in the 1920 Accompanied by his pianist Austin
Mack, Joc E. Lewis is singing at the Club 777, a speakeasy owned by Georgie Parker. Joe
receives an offer from the owner of the classier Valencia Nightclub, and since his contract
at the 777 is up, he accepts the offer. Georgie has a problem with that, because he knows
that people are coming in to sce Joe. Georgie and onc of his henchmen try to explain to
Joe that his contract isn’t up until Georgie says it’s up. Joe won’t listen and, with a worricd
Austin Mack at his side, he opens at the Valencia. In spite of more threats and a black
funeral wreath arriving in his dressing room, opening night goes smoothly. Life is good.
Joe is contacted by a music producer, and makes a record.

Onc morning, while Joe is listening to his record, there’s a knock on his door. It’s
Georgic’s goons, and they aren’t talking any more. A few minutes later, they leave loe
for dead. Miraculously, though his skull is fractured and his vocal chords arc cut, Joc is
still alive. One of the most dramatic scenes in the movie occurs when Joe wakes up in the
hospital, and realizes what happened. Unable to speak, Joe claws at his bandages and beats
his head against the wall, while emitting noises that are barely recognizable as human.
The faithful Austin, still at his side, manages to prevent him from injuring himself further.

After Joe is released from the hospital, he disappears for several years. Eventually Austin and Swifty locate him in New York.
Embarrassed to admit that he’s a pie-in-the-face member of a vaudevillian troupe, he tells them that he's still a singer. Thinking that Joc
just needs a break, Austin tells Joe’s story to Sophie Tucker, his current employer. At a charity function, where they’re both performing,
Sophic goes on stage with Joe, tells the audience his story, and asks Joe to sing. Austin plays the intro to “All the Way”, Joe sings a few
words then stops. Standing on stage in front of hundreds of people, still wearing the costume from his act and unable to sing, Joc mutiers
“Maybe those guys in Chicago weren’t gangsters, maybe they were music critics™. A concerned Austin begins to play again. Joc waves him
off, with the comment “You might as well forget it, Austin, I can’t even talk in that note.” After a moment of silence, the audience begins
to chuckle. That was the beginning of Joe’s evolution into a career as a nightclub comedian.

Joe E. Lewis was born on January 12, 1902, and died on June 4, 197 1. The movie follows his life from the 19207 to around 1948-1950.
It covers his dependence on alcohol, his brief marriage to actress Martha Stewart (not the domestic diva), and of course his carcer. Il give

it4.5 stars. v % % A ¥

For those who love ofd Vegas and gambling: Joc E. Lewis spent a lot of time in Las Vegas. He was a regular at the EI Rancho Vegas in the
1950’s. Unfortunately, the movic ended before that period in his life. There’s about 10 minutes near the end of the movie that takes place in an
anonymous Las Vegas casino. His wife comes in to surprise him and, when he won'’t leave the craps table for her, she begs him for a divorce.

There arc no shots of Las Vegas and no casino signage. Joc is holding a handful of chips, but I couldn’t make out what they looked like. I chip.

®

SEE YOU AT
“SPLASHBAR " 2012

Brian “Mr. Splashbar” Cashman
LM-1121-157MA CCCC-06




Las Vegas Shakedown (1955): Stars Dennis O’Keefe (Joe Barnes), Thomas Gomez
(Al “Gimpy” Sirago), Colleen Gray (Julic Rac), Charles Winninger (Ernest/Ernie Raft),
Elizabeth Patterson (Mary Raff), Mary Beth Hughes (Mrs. Mabel Dooley)

It was Joe Barnes’ testimony, at the Kefauver hearings, that put Al “Gimpy” Sirago away
for income tax evasion. Gimpy did his time at Aleatraz, much of it in solitary confinement.
During his confinement, Gimpy plotted how he would force Joe, the active partner in the
group that owned the El Rancho Vegas, to sell him the ERV for 2 cents on the dollar. He
would then force Joe to sign a paper saying that the rest of the ownership of the ERV was
transferred to Gimpy as payment of a gambling debt. Once Gimpy owned the ERV, he and
his henchmen would kill Joe.

Meanwhile schoolteacher Julie Rae headed to Las Vegas, to the El Rancho Vegas, to
rescarch a book on gambling. Her book was intended to show that, mathematically, the

house has a slight edge so, in the long run, the gambler can’t win. She reminds Joe of

someone he used to know...someone who’s now happily married, and that keeps Joe’s
attention. Julie likes to tell Joe how prim and proper she is but, at the end of one day’s
acquaintance she’s quite happy to hear him utter the words “As my wife, you’ll have to own

THE BIG LURE...

THE WORLD'S MOST FABULOUS CITY—
Flamboyant!.. . Feverish!...Fickle!

ALLIED ARTISTS pjusants

DENNIS
O’KEEFE .

LAS VEGAS
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= = 4
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lots of pretty clothes.”

Ernest and Mary Raff, an older couple from small-town Nebraska, are having a daring
adventure at the EI Rancho Vegas. He is the head of the bank. and it would cause a scandal
if anyone in their hometown knew that they’d gone to “gasp!” Las Vegas! Even more daring, Ernie tells Mary that he’s never gambled
before, but he’s going to now. After all ““...we’ve set up trust funds for our children, and for their children. We've given a lot of money to
charity, and we’ll continue to give. We've got moncey set aside, and there’ll be more, so what difference will it make if | lose a few thousand
dollars?” Mary pats his arm, and tells him to go ahead. Several hours later he’s up $10,000. Mary calls home, only to discover that the
bank examiner was at his bank, and discovered a shortage in the books. Ernest assures Mary that cverything will be fine, there’s probably
just an crror in the books and it will be found. Just the same, they should head for home. Mary is still concerned, what if an employee did
cmbezzle from the bank, and Ernie shows up with $10,000 that he can’t explain? Ernie agrees that could cause a problem, so decides that
a few more hours won’t matter...he’ll just gamble the money away. Of course, a few hours later he's up $15,000.

Another guest at the El Rancho Vegas 1s Mrs. Mabel Dooley. She stopped at the 1ERV with $3000, on her way home to Utah. She and
her husband will be using the money to put a down payment on a lunch wagon. She gambles away $2000, and begs Joe to help her. He
suggests that she take the $1000 that she still has, and go home. She says he doesn’t understand, she’s had a gambling problem before and
it almost destroyed their marriage. Again, Joe tells her to go home. Instead, she heads for the bar, and from there to the roulette table.

This movic is a good one to watch while you’re doing something else. You don’t have to pay close attention to keep up with the story
lines, and nothing happens that will keep you glued to the t.v. while your dinner burns on the stove, or you forget that you let the dog out
in the rain. Pll give it 2.5 stars ke e ¥

For those who love old Vegas and gambling: The entire movie
was filmed at El Rancho Vegas, which [ thought was pretty cool.
There were several shots of the outside and the signage. There

were several gambling scenes shot in the casino, but | couldn’t

. DENNIS |
O’KEEFE

make out any chips. Unfortunately, there were no shots of any of
the other casinos in town, inside or out. I’ll give it 2.5 chips.

OO
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Part One

If you are new to the casino chip collecting hobby or an avid

collector looking to expand your collection you have many greaf

choices when deciding what to collect.

This is the first of three articles that will cover many of your

chip collecting options.

PALMS RESERVATIONS: Y |} 8
1-866-PALMS RES '/ 40
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In the Summer of 1991 1 went to Atlantic City and collected
my first chip. For eighteen years I kept collecting without knowing
about any other collectors. Then in the Autumn of 2009 I learned
about and joined the CC&GTCC. Soon I discovered the variety
of chips I could collect and I decided that when I went to my first
convention 1 would do an exhibit showcasing the world that had
unfolded before my eyes.

Denominations/Number

Collecting by chip denomination or number is very common so
we’ll start here. The most common fractional chips are .25 and .50.
You will have no problem finding chips with the denominations
1, 2.50, 5, 25 and 100. And denominations over 100 are not hard
to find either. Chips that share numbers with coin/paper currency
(.20, 2, 10, 20 and 50) exist plus lots of values in-between.

I have seen most numbers 1-99 on roulette chips and almost
every number 1-100 on lammers or on counters. If your lucky
number is between 1-100 then you have chips to collect!

Fractional monetary units: In the “good ole-days” when you

could buy a burger and a soda for a dime (ask somebody in his/
her 80’ or 90%) small fractional chips like 5¢, 10¢ & 25¢ were
plentiful. But as time passed minimum bets increased so now
even 50¢ chips are being used less and less in many US casinos.
You will not find many chips with 1¢, 30¢, 40¢, 60¢, 70¢ or 75¢
denominations.

€Y
Casino Bandal
France

Actually this is a .5 chip but it says Y2 so this is the smallest printed
denomination chip I know. Some other European casinos also use €Y.

1¢
Artichoke’s Poker
Palace

Carson City, NV

This is a gambler training chip. It allowed gamblers to learn a new
game without risking lots of money. There are not many 1¢ chips.

Artichoke’s Poker Palace is closed. By collecting chips or other
memorabilia from closed casinos we are preserving gaming history.

I went to my first convention in June of 2012 and displayed
about 75 chips showing some collecting options. After I returned
home I decided to transform my exhibit into electronic media to be
shared with the CC&GTCC, especially new members. 1 continue
tweaking this collection by replacing chips or adding new ones not
in my original display. The collection is now more than 100 chips

S¢
Desser House
Salton City, CA

According to “The Gaming Table” this casino was open from
1970-1977.

10¢

Puyallup Tribe
Bingo Palace
Tacoma, WA

This chip has the word ANTE on it so I am guessing this was
used for poker.

12Va¢
The Avalon
Emeryville, CA

This is an unusual denomination for a chip; maybe the ' payoff
portion for blackjack on a 25¢ bet? According to “The Gaming
Table” this casino closed in 1972 so I guess that is a possible
explanation.
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12Ya¢
The Avalon
Emeryville, CA

This is an unusual denomination for a chip; maybe the }2 payoff

portion for blackjack on a 25¢ bet? According to “The Gaming
Table” this casino closed in 1972 so I guess that is a possible
explanation.

20¢
Maxamillion
Casino Cruises
Key West, FL

According to “The Gaming Table” this day cruise casino
operated from 1997-1999. Maybe another ante chip?

25¢
Joker’s Wild
Henderson, NV

The % and %2 monetary units are the most common fractional
denominations.
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30¢
PI
Unknown

UFC = unidentified flying chip — nobody knows where they
come from.

40¢
Wrest Point
Tasmania, Australia

Wikipedia: The Wrest Point Hotel Casino was Australia’s first legal
casino, opening in the suburb of Sandy Bay in Hobart, Tasmania,
on 10 February 1973.

€0,5
Casino de Lloret
Spain

A plastic European Jeton (zhe-ton) and common fractional
denomination.

60¢
Holiday
Reno, NV

This chip is used for purchasing a single keno ticket.



70¢
Union Plaza
Las Vegas, NV

Another keno chip.

75¢
Star City
Sydney, Australia

I believe this chip is used for ante at a poker table.

Monetary units or numbers 1 to 25

This range is where many collectors focus their attention.

Casino table games are well stocked with $1, $2.50 (blackjack), $5
and $25 dollar chips making these denominations the collecting
sweet spot. many chips with 1¢, 30¢, 40¢, 60¢, 70¢ or 75¢
denominations.
Limited Editions: Some casinos (Las Vegas’ Palms, Hard Rock
and Four Queens in particular) create several limited edition $5.00
and/or $25.00 chips every year just for collectors. An run of LE
chips may be as few as 25 and sometimes more than 5,000. These
chips are made for holidays, anniversaries, musicians, comedians,
etc. A chip costs about $1.00 to make and they sell them at a 500%-
2,500% mark-up! Limited edition $1.00, $2.50, $10.00, $20.00
and $100 chips exist and new ones are made but not as frequently
as $5.00 and $25.00 chips.

$1.00
Caesars
Indiana Riverboat

This chip is from a riverboat casino. Many riverboat casinos are
paddle boats that sail on the Mississippi river and its tributaries.

€1,25
Grand Casino
Barcelona, Spain

A different plastic was used for this Jeton than the €0,50
example. I do not know how this denomination is used but I would
guess it is a drop chip (see $4.00).

$1.50
Top of the Vine
Lebrec, CA

$2.00

The Casino at the
Radisson Poker
Aruba

Collecting chips from the Caribbean Islands is fun especially if
you travel to each location to get your chips!

$2.50
Playboy Casino
Atlantic City, NJ

I think coin in center (CIC) chips are very cool. The $2.50
denomination chip (aka snapper) is used to pay the !z portion for
blackjack on a $5.00 bet.

Many different items with the Playboy Bunny logo are collected
by people all over the world.
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$3.00

$4.00
Mohegan Sun The Hard Rock
Indian/Tribal Casino Las Vegas, NV
Uncasville, CT
Per my sister-in-law (a cashier supervisor at Mohegan Sun) this This is a drop chip used at the Hard Rock Poker Room. The
chip was originally used at the tables for wagering when the casino casino takes (rakes) a portion of every pot and “drops” it into the till.
first opened and had lower table limits. When the limits were raised Many different items from the Hard Rock Cafes and casinos are

they moved these chips to the poker room for games with small/big collected by people all over the world.
blinds of $3.00/86.00

$5.00
$3.33 Celebrity Cruises
www.oldvegaschips.com Cruise Ship
Pete & Chantal Rizzo
Las Vegas, NV

A wet chip = cruise ship (salt water vessel) chip. Not to be

' e . confused with a riverboat (fresh water/river) chip.
A clever combination of Halloween, coupon, unique

denomination and limited edition all in one chip.

6D

Home set
$3.50 United I.(ingdom?
The Garage Pre-Dechlal Day
Home Set (1971) chip

This is not really a 6 unit denomination but a 6 pence (pennies)
or % a shilling (which was 1/20 of a pound “£”). 1 wanted
While this chip comes from a home set and not a licensed something other than another roulette chip. I do not know of any
casino, there is also a $3.50 chip from the Top of the Vine Aasino existing $6.00 casino chips.
as well (see $1.50 above).

$7.00
$3.60 Palms
Sahara Tahoe Las Vegas, NV
Lake Tahoe, NV

According to Gene Trimble this chip was not designed for

This somewhat rare Keno chip is beyond my price range US€ at the tables (it could be used to place a bet) but as souvenir/
($200+) I could not even find a picture{scan of this one. advertisement. I know of the four Palms $7.00 ChipS & two $7.00
silver strikes from Harrah’s Tahoe.
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$7.50
The Opera House
North Las Vegas, NV

Instead of getting a $5.00 chip with a $2.50 snapper for a blackjack
(on a $5.00 bet) you would get this single $7.50 chip. Although it
seems like a good idea, not many casinos used this denomination.

$8.00
Reno Hilton
Reno, NV

According to Gene Trimble $8.00 “Chinese Year of the [animal]”
chips are not designed for use at the tables (they can be used to place
a bet) but as good luck charms. The number 8 is considered lucky
for the Chinese.

Unlike the $7.00 chips a collector can find lots of different
$8.00 and other denomination ($1.00, $5.00, $25.00) “Year of the
[animal]” chips.

A,

IX ($9.00)
Caesars
Atlantic City, NJ

Several different Roman themed casinos (most notably Caesars)
have used Roman numerals on their roulette chips. I do not know of
any $9.00 casino chips.

$10.00
Four Queens
Las Vegas, NV

From the CC&GTCC website: a Silver Strike is a prize token
housed in a round two-piece hard transparent plastic case that is
dispensed from a slot machine in lieu of coins or redeemable tokens.

Halloween is one the most popular limited edition/holiday chips
and silver strikes.

$11.00
Fitzgeralds
Reno, NV

This unique denomination chip was used to payout 11 to 1 on
a table game called Red Dog Poker (a variation of acey-duecey/in-
between). The payout was made when the same ranked card was
dealt three times in a row in a single hand.

12
Hilton
Atlantic City, NJ

This Atlantic City roulette chip seems to be made in a similar
style to a Jeton. The number 12 is the last sought after numbered
chip to be used on a clock face. I do not know of any $12.00 chips.

12.50FR
Casino Ruhl
Nice, France

This is an unusual denomination for a chip; maybe the !z payoff
portion for blackjack on a 25FR bet?

15
Home Set
Unknown

A gaming or gambling counter.
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$20.00
The Dunes
Las Vegas, NV

This oversized chip (44mm diameter instead of 39mm) was used
specifically on Baccarat tables. I am told that Baccarat chips are
larger because the table is very wide and the older security cameras
saw the larger chips better.

Because it is $20.00 instead of $25.00 it makes paying the 5%
commission easy: a $1.00 chip (see paper currency notes below).

$25.00

Pussy Cat A-Go Go
Bill Borland
Commemorative
Chip

From the CC&GTCC website: Bill Borland was one of the first
chip dealers, and used to produce a catalog he called the “Blue Book
of Casino Chips.” Borland worked with Atlantic Standard Molding
to produce a line of Commemorative chips from closed casinos.
These chips were never meant to deceive collectors, although
this has happened over the years due to inadequate or incorrect
descriptions in on-line auctions and through unscrupulous dealers.

I do not know of any $13.00— 819.00 and 321.00 — $24.00 chips
or any use they might be to a casino

Monetary units or numbers 26 to 100

The primary chips in this range are 50 and 100. There are
unusual denominations between 26-100, mostly in units of 10 or
ending with a 5. Chips celebrating casino or event anniversaries
(usually ending in 0 or 5) are also a collecting option.
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30
Casino Club Union
Melo, Uruguay

1 wanted to put this plaque in my exhibit/collection for both its
shape and unique denomination but I could not find one to purchase.
Image from Virgil Foss.

$40.00
Circus Circus
Las Vegas, NV

This 41mm diameter paper (card stock?) chip looks like it was
punched out from a sheet. Because it is for tickets my guess would
be it was used for carnival rides or games.

50
Lammer

Lammers per Gene Trimble: Pit people put them on gaming
tables when they remove chips. Designates they owe the table. Poker
uses them when they fill table banks.

60
Engdahl Casino
Sverige, Sweden

The casino was founded by Matthias Engdahl and operated for
over 20 years in Sweden until Cherry Casinos acquired it in 2004.
The scroll mold chips were manufactured by a Spanish gambling
supply house named Hispania Casino Equipment S.L. (information
from eBay).



$75.00 250
Bally’s Casino Taoro
Las Vegas, NV Spain
A commemorative token celebrating their 75th anniversary. This is a very unusual denomination for a chip. Image from eBay.
$80.00 $300.00
Union Plaza Four Queens
Las Vegas, NV Las Vegas, NV
Union Plaza had two $80.00 chips for Pan Tournaments, different A common denomination for Silver Strikes but not for chips.
H&C molds. The images are from the Chip Guide. o,
300
$100.00 E.ChdeC
Holiday Casino Argentina (possibly)
Cruises
Florida

200 FR
Casino Deauville
Calvados, France

A plastic chip/plaque.

Chips can be canceled/voided in several ways: driller, notched,
hot stamp canceled. This chip has been drilled.
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$1,000.00 $5,000.00
Red Dragon Jillian’s
Movie Prop Boston, MA
Actual movie props or reproductions exist for several movies: the In states that do nothave legalized gambling some entertainment

James Bond series, Casino and Rush Hour (this chip) are just a few.  businesses offer non-money gambling or poker leagues/games.
You pay an entry fee and win prizes instead of money.

$2,000.00
Butane Lighter

$7,500.00
Lammer

These type of lammers indicate the amount of chips that
have been removed from a table tray during a table credit slip
transaction, or an amount of chips that has been given to a customer
for wagering on credit prior to completion of a credit instrument
(marker). When the customer requested a marker for the remainder
of his credit line, the pit boss put a 5,000 lammer on the blackjack
table and the dealer cut out $5,000 in chips to give the player.

These unique butane lighters come in several denominations
including $25.00, $100.00, $500.00, $,1000.00 and $5,000.00.
Collecting chips in these high denominations can be very costly;
but, these lighters can easily be found in the on-line auction world.
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Despite my searching I have not been able to find out why the
most common U.S. casino chip denominations are $1.00, $5.00,
$25.00,$100.00 yetU.S. paper currency is printed in denominations

5 of $1.00, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00, $50.00, $100.00. I understand the

] A 0 A reason for reducing the number of chips in a rack from six to four
SAGR A2 (save space, simplicity) but how did the $25 become the standard?
\ Seems to me that $20 would have made more sense. Many Card
- rooms (especially those in California) use $20.00 chips as standard
rather then $25.00. If anyone knows the answer I would love to

CASINOS MU PALES

hear it.
10,000
Casmos. Mumclpales In part 2 we will look a different chip shapes, materials and molds.
Montevideo, Uruguay

Plaques for very high denominations are not very common in
U.S. casinos. South American and European casinos use plaques
more frequently for their higher denominations. They are usually
easier to find and cheaper then the few U.S. plaques that exist.

3 WKFR( ? Christine and ;wldon Smith
| ONENEVADADOLLAR,

our eBay user ID,
take this opportunity to thank all of
the people who have purchased casino
memorabilia from us.

=t

$25,000
Zombies Home Set

Zombies want to eat you brains... and play poker too!

$1,000,000.00
Souvenir

A cheap souvenir available at many casino gift shops.

Watch for our future sales on eBay and
elsewhere. What a great hobby!

— Gk Yo
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On November 21, 1980, a fire
broke out in the MGM Grand
Hotel in Las Vegas, killing 85
people. The fragedy remains
the worst disaster in Nevada

history, and the third-worst

hotel fire in modern U.S. history.
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The MGM Grand Hotel and Casino

When opened on December 23, 1973 the 26 story, 2,084 hotel
room MGM Grand Hotel and Casino was the largest hotel in the
world. The hotel was built on the southeast corner of Flamingo Rd.
and Las Vegas Blvd., South. But, getting the $106 million MGM
open on this corner was quite a journey.

In 1963, the Three Coins Motel was located on the same corner.
This small hotel enjoyed moderate success in its location, taking in
overflow guests from the Flamingo Hotel and Casino located just
across Flamingo Road and the Dunes Hotel and Casino located
just across Las Vegas Blvd. In July of 1967, the Bonanza Hotel
and Casino opened just south of the Three Coins Motel. This busy
intersection caught the eye of casino mogul Kirk Kerkorian who
had opened his International Hotel and Casino in July of 1969.
Kerkorian had big plans for the property; but, he needed to deal
with the Three Coins Motel and the Bonanza.

In 1970, Kerkorian (who at the time owned MGM Movie
Studios) was able to purchase the Bonanza, but there were disputes
about where the property line was and who owned what land

~Flamingo Road
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The MGM fire occurred at one of the busiest intersections in
the world at the time. Home to the MGM Grand, the Dunes,
Caesars Palace, the Flamingo and Barbary Coast, which acted
as a command post for rescue operations that November Day.
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and main entrance

MARTIN STERN JAR., A.lA.
ARCHITECT & ASSDCIATES

Photo courtesy of UNLV Special Collections.
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beneath and around the Bonanza. In the end, Kerkorian wound up
with the land where the now-closed Three Coins Motel had sat.
Kerkorian built his newest mega-resort on the land right next to the
still-open, but struggling, Bonanza Hotel. Kerkorian would later
purchase the Bonanza and the land it sat on to expand the MGM.

When the MGM was opened, it set the new standard for size
and luxury in Las Vegas, and was considered to have made the
biggest impact on Las Vegas until the Mirage Hotel and Casino
opened in 1989. The MGM immediately turned the intersection of
Flamingo Rd. and Las Vegas Blvd., South into one of the busiest
in the world. Currently, Bally’s Hotel and Casino is operating in the
building that once was the MGM.

The Construction

While the MGM was the newest and most anticipated hotel and
casino in Las Vegas during the 1970, there were questions about
whether the newest building was “state-of-the-art.” Fire-sprinklers
were not installed in the hotel, and only certain areas of the casino
level had fire-sprinklers.

The fire marshal put pressure on the owners to install fire
sprinklers, but he met resistance from the MGM executives. MGM
even received a recommendation letter from one of their own
consultants that indicated, “The liability of all the un-sprinklered
areas in this building should be a concern to your corporation.”
Despite this, MGM decided against installing sprinklers.

The cost of sprinkler installation was estimated at $192,000,
and the MGM owners petitioned the Clark County Building
Department to decide that the fire-sprinkler requirements didn’t
apply to the hotel and casino. MGM executives reasoned that,
because the hotel and casino were open and busy 24 hours a day,
any fire would be quickly recognized and put out by employees.
They thought there was no portion of the building that was left
unmonitored and, therefore, there was no need for fire sprinklers
in all sections of the building. In the end, the Building Department
agreed with the MGM executives and granted them their permit.
The Building Department finally decided that any area that was not
occupied 24 hours a day would be required to have fire sprinklers.

The Fire

Employees and witnesses, interviewed after the fire by Clark
County Fire Department investigators, and by Clark County
District Attorney’s Office, reported smelling smoke and seeing
a haze in the Deli and the surrounding areas on the main casino
level for days before the fire on Friday, November 21, 1980. The
Investigation Report on the MGM Grand Hotel Fire, prepared
by the National Fire Protection Association of January 15, 1982
reveals the following about the day of the fire:

The head hostess of the Orleans Coffee House, the
Deli and the Dealer’s Lounge closed the Deli at
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approximately 1:10 A.M. and checked it again at 2:30
A.M. before going off duty. She did not smell any smoke
or notice anything unusual. Another employee was in
each serving station of the Deli before five and six .M.
and “didn't see a thing.”

The first observations of actual fire, however,
consistently placed the fire in the Deli, specifically in
the area of the serving station on the south wall of the
Deli. An employee of the Orleans Coffee House was
in the Deli and she noticed blue sparks coming out of
the Keno board, followed shortly by black smoke. She
went to the kitchen and told the assistant chef about
the fire, then went to tell her boss who was sitting at
the counter. Neither employee of the Orleans Coffee
House saw smoke coming from the Deli area and then
observed the south wall of the Deli burst into flame.
She left the area immediately.

A chef was cooking bacon on the broiler when a
waitress told him there was a fire in the Deli. The chef
went into the Deli and observed flames accompanied
by black smoke extending approximately two feet all
around the Keno board. He immediately went to the
telephone and notified the operator that there was a
bad fire in the Deli. He then grabbed a fire hose and
was about to use it on the fire when someone told him
not to put water on an electrical fire. The chef then
dropped the hose. The lights went out in the kitchen
Deli area but the chef saw that the fire was getting out
of control and advised his fellow workers to get out of
the kitchen. They exited through a smoke-filled hallway
to an exit door.”

According to the final report from the Clark County Fire
Department, the fire started just after 7:00: AM in the pastry
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display case inside the Deli. Wires that supplied the electricity to
the display case were not properly covered with conduit material.
This left the wires exposed and may have caused sparking inside
the walls. The fire inside the walls superheated all the surrounding
materials until fire “flashed over” and exploded through the
ceiling and into the Deli seating area. Flashover is when there is
an excessive buildup of heat and gasses from the fire itself, and
all surrounding combustible materials are heated to their ignition
temperature, simultaneous ignition occurs, and the area becomes
fully involved in fire.

The fire quickly spread through the Deli consuming all
combustible materials. The shape of the Deli funneled the flames
and heat toward the entrance. It quickly exited the Deli and surged
into the'main floor of the casino. At this point, the fire was moving
at a rate of 15 feet per second. Because the fire was so powerful
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and moving at such a rapid rate,
“fireball.”

As the fireball traveled rapidly through the casino, there was
little time to do anything but flee. Bobby Combs a Blackjack
dealer at MGM during the fire was interviewed by the Department
of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms after the fire. Combs stated:

it was described by many as a

...at approximately 7:00 a.m, on November 21, 1980,
he was dealing Blackjack in the casino when he heard
a commotion and saw people running in and about the
end of the Casino near the Coffee Shop. At first, Combs
thought it was a fight until someone yelled ‘“Fire!”
At this time, he saw dense black smoke entering the
Casino area from the area of the Coffee Shop. Combs’
Pitboss told all dealers to put a “lid” on the games.

Fire damaged area

Fire origin - the Deli

Automatic sprinkler sysiem

No sprinkler sysiem
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Casino level layout showing the fire damaged areas. Notice how the fire is stopped in the areas with sprinkler protection.
MGM Executives decided that any area that was “24 Hour” would not need sprinklers. They assumed that any fires in those areas
would be quickly put out by employees. The Deli, the origin of the fire, was open 24 hours a day when the MGM opened, so sprinklers
were not installed. A few years before the fire, the Deli changed it's schedule and closed down. at midnight, re-opening at 8:00 AM.
Sprinklers were never installed in the Deli which was no longer open 24 hours a day.
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Combs reported that by the time he had reached under
the table, located and placed the glass lid over the chip
tray, he looked up to see bright red flames reaching half
way to the ceiling, rolling down the slop area located
at the end of the Casino adjacent to the coffee shop.
Combs stated he hesitated only a short time and then
headed for the casino exit. Before he reached the door,
the Casino's lights were completely blacked out by the
smoke and Combs stated that for an instant he didn't
think he would make it to the doors.

The Clark County Fire Department was the first to arrive at
the scene at 7:19 AM, just four minutes after the first call for help
from a operator at the MGM. The first responders to arrive quickly
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Photo courtesy of the Las Vegas News Bureau.

called for back-up as the flames were already visible through out
the casino. By 7:24 AM, the fire breached the front doors of the
main entrance and flames fully involved the porte cochere. By 8:00
AM, the casino was completely engulfed in flames. The firemen
battled the casino blaze for another 30 minutes until the fire was
finally under control at 8:30 AM. But, the flames in the casino were
only the immediate danger. The hotel was now beginning to fill up
with deadly smoke and carbon monoxide.

The Smoke
There were approximately 5,000 people (hotel guests and
MGM employees combined) in the MGM at the time of the fire.
Many exited the building without help; but,others weren’t so lucky.
Several factors combined to make an already bad situation even
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Photo courtesy of the Las Vegas News Bureau.

worse. The MGM was built with seismic joints that ran vertically
along the wings of the hotel. These empty voids were intended
to prevent excessive vibrations from travelling through the entire
building in the case of an earthquake. However, these voids acted
as perfect avenues [or conduits] for smoke to travel to the upper
levels of the hotel. This is where much of the smoke was captured
and recirculated back down to hotel corridors by the HVAC system.
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This schematic show the placement of the seismic joints. These
Jjoints along with the stairwells were all contributors to bringing
the smoke to the upper floors of the hotel.

The stairways, elevator shafts and air conditioning supply ducts
also acted as points of updraft for the deadly smoke. Because of
the speed by which the fire overtook the employees at the casino
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level, no alarms or warnings were triggered. Therefore, hotel
guests had little or no knowledge of the impending disaster. Some
of the hotel guests were only notified of the danger by hearing the
running of other guests in the hallways outside their rooms. When
they opened the door to check out the commotion, they saw thick
black smoke rolling throughout the halls.

While some guests were able to evacuate via the emergency
stairwells, those on floors 20 through 25 found the corridors and
stairwells choked with thick black smoke. Those who were awake
and aware of the danger went back to their rooms and blocked all
points of entry for the smoke with towels and blankets. Some guests
who saw the smoke and worried that they would be asphyxiated in
their rooms, broke out windows to get fresh air. But, this created
a suction that drew air from inside the hotel room and corridors
to the now open windows. The suction also brought smoke and
carbon monoxide with it. As long as the guests kept their heads
outside the windows to breathe the fresh air, they were OK. But,
many guests were found dead of asphyxiation, sitting in front of
windows that were only open 2” (a safety stop did not allow the
window to open any further). The small opening in the window

provided a suction to bring the smoke and carbon monoxide into
the room, but did not have enough space to vent the deadly gas and
they were overcome sitting just in front of the open window.
There were several guests who were overcome with carbon
monoxide while sleeping and died in their beds. Others were sitting
in chairs or laying on the floor, perhaps overcome before they knew
anything was wrong. Investigators who inspected the deaths after
the fire noticed that there were no smoke or soot marks on the walls
as might be expected in a smoky fire. At the MGM, the smoke
was carried up into the HVAC units and scrubbed clean of soot,
and then returned to the corridors as invisible and odorless carbon
monoxide and the guests never knew of the impending danger.

The Rescue
‘While fire fighters were working to knock down the fires in the
casino level, the upper floors were filling with smoke. Guests on
the upper floors tried going down stairwells, but were turned back
by the smoke. By 7:30 AM the police and fire rescue units started
seeing upper floor guests hanging out of windows they had broken
out waving bed sheets and towels for help. But, rescue workers
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The Las Vegas Convention Center was turned into a shelter and triage center for the victims of the MGM fire.
Photo courtesy of the Las Vegas News Bureau.

were hampered by the fact that their ladders only reached up to the
9th floor.

Some 300 guests managed to get up to the roof were they were
awaiting help. The first rescue helicopter, a Las Vegas Metro Police
unit, arrived on the scene at 8:00 AM. The pilot immediately called
for all available helicopters to assist with the rescue. By 8:30 AM,
20 helicopters were on the scene, including nine from the United
States Air Force from Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas. The
helicopters plucked guests off the roof and from balconies of the
upper floors one by one.

By 10:00 AM, all stairways were cleared of smoke and debris
and fire fighters managed to get all remaining guests evacuated
from the hotel. During this evacuation process, rescue workers
began to see the victims laying dead in the hallways, stairways and
in their rooms. The gravity of the situation was becoming all too
clear. Although the firefighters knocked down an extremely hot
and intense fire in little more then 90 minutes, the deadly smoke
took only minutes to travel throughout the hotel.

The MGM fire killed 85 people and sent over 650 to the
hospital, including guests, employees and 14 firefighters. All of
this took place in just under three hours. Of the 85 victims: 79
deaths were due to smoke inhalation and carbon monoxide; three
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victims died from burns and smoke inhalation; only one died from
burns; and, , one died because of a massive skull fracture caused
when this victim jumped or fell from the upper floor balcony. One
death was from Myocarditis and this victim died weeks later in a
Texas hospital.

In the first 24 hours, 14 firefighters were hospitalized. An
estimated 300 firefighters and rescue personnel experienced
symptoms of smoke inhalation and carbon monoxide, but
did not receive treatment. At least 10 firefighters experienced
psychological problems.

The Investigation

The National Fire Protection Association’s 1981 investigation
report on the MGM Grand Hotel Fire stated, “The County Office
of Building and Safety had primary responsibility for code
enforcement during the construction phase of projects. The Fire
Department did not have any building code enforcing authority.
Reportedly, a system of on-site resident inspectors was used for
the code enforcement procedure during the building process. These
inspectors were hired by the Clark county Office of Building and
Safety which, in turn, was reimbursed by the Hotel.” The NFPA’s
investigation concluded, “With sprinklers, it would have been a
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one- or two-sprinkler fire, and we would never have heard about it.”

As with many large scale tragedies, the MGM fire was caused
by several small problems combined together to create a major
disaster. A wire at the point of fire origin was not insulated and was
improperly grounded. No fire alarm ever sounded. The stairwells
that were crucial escape routes filled with smoke. The laundry
chutes failed to seal and defects existed in the HVAC systems.
Seismic seams designed to prevent an earthquake disaster acted as
smoke chambers. And, sprinklers were not in place at the point of
origin of the fire. All contributed to the catastrophe.

The Cost

Beside the obvious loss of 85 lives and the 650 or more injured,
there were over 1,000 lawsuits filed against several different
companies. Money from all the companies went into a $223
million settlement fund, including $105 million from the MGM.

To get the full economical impact, certain other costs must
be included: the estimated $300 million reconstruction cost; the
hundreds of millions of dollars of business interruptions; and, the
hundreds of millions of dollars of lost revenues from gaming and
tourism that all the businesses in the Southern Nevada community
endured for many years afterwards Billions of dollars were lost as

a direct result of a decision to save $192,000 by not installing fire-
sprinkler protection throughout the building.

The Response

Not more than three months after the fire, Nevada revised it
building and fire codes resulting in the most stringent fire-sprinkler
and life-safety requirements in the country. All hotels taller- than 55
feet were then required to be retrofitted with fire-sprinkler systems,
and all future buildings three or more stories high were required to
have fire-sprinkler systems.

The MGM was remodeled, and upgraded with a state of the art
fire sprinklers and an automatic fire alarm system. It re-opened in
July of 1981, just eight months after the fatal fire. The MGM also
opened a new hotel tower that same year. The new tower was under
construction when the November 1980 fire broke out.

In 1985 the property was sold to Bally Entertainment
Corporation for $594 million and the name was changed to Bally’s.
The casino and the hotel towers in which the fire broke out still
stand today. The MGM Grand moved south down the strip to the
corner of Tropicana Ave and Las Vegas Blvd., South.
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The Strange

On Feb. 10, 1981. just three months afier the
deadly firc at the MGM Grand. another high profile
firc broke out at the Las Vegas Hilton. Strangely. The
Las Vegas Hilton. originally named the International
Hotel. was owned by Kirk Kerkorian. Kerkorian sold
the International Hotel in 1970 to finance his dream
project. the MGM.

The fire which occurred while the hotel was being
retrofitted with sprinklers due to regulations imposed
after the MGM fire. Eight hotel guests died in the fire.
but the number could have been higher. Firefighters and
police used what they learned from the MGM fire 1o
keep the death toll down. They told guests to stay in
their rooms and not try and go out in the hallways or
stairwells.

The fire was determined to be arson and was set

by 23 year old Philip Cline. Cline. an employee of

the Hilton at the time. received cight life sentences in
prison without parole. But the story took a strange turn
when authorities started to take a closer look at Cline. It
turns out that Cline was also an employee at the MGM
before the fire. Even more damning. he was placed at
the MGM the day of the fire. Cline said he was meeting
a friend and was never charged with anything to do with
the MGM fire. But there are still some who have doubts
that the MGM fire was purcly accidental.

Photo courtesy of the Las Tegus Nows Buieait.
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The Eye in the Sky

In the final report on the fire by the Chief of the Clark County
Fire Department, several employees and witness were interviewed
about the details of that day. The following interview was of Louis
Miranti a loss prevention employee at the MGM. He was on duty
at the time of the fire. Louis was in the “Eye in the Sky” or the
interstitial space between the casino level and the start of the hotel
floors. He gives a particularly terrifying and chilling detail of his
encounter with the fire.

“My name is Louis Miranti, I work at MGM, My address is
(removed), At 6:00 o’clock or 6:20 on the morning of the fire,
Friday, I was working in the eye in the sky and at approximately
6:20 AM I was standing in the sky over Pit #1 which is the main pit
in the “21” games. The pit is approximately across from the casino
cage, the opposite end of the casino. I was down there checking the
game between 6:20 or 6:25 and approximately a quarter to 7:00 or
ten minutes to 7:00 I noticed nothing unusual in the casino.

I headed back to my office which was towards the front of the
casino on the north side, northwest side of the casino corner. I went
up the two doors that leads me to the executive elevators going to
the third floor. I went up the elevator to the third floor, went to my
office which was between the public relations office and the auditing
office. That’s the door to the eye. I looked into the eye and it was
about almost five minutes to seven, no smoke, I smelled nothing,
saw nothing unusual. I stayed up on the third floor elevation, went
into my office which is the extreme west end of the eye in the sky. I
sat down to make my hourly report.

Approximately five or ten minutes after seven I heard crackling
noises and I didn’t think that was too unusual because they
weren't too loud and at that hour in the morning we usually get
maintenance men up sometime to clean up or vacuum the floors
and, ah, so when 1 heard the noises I was figuring well, in another
minute or two, Security always brings them up, he’ll come in and
check with me, and that’s it. Well, five more minutes went by and the
crackling sounds got worse. In fact, the noise was so unusual, me
being up there for so many years, I knew every sound. That sound
was so unusual that I says I'd better take a look. And, ah, it felt like,
it sounded like a crackling sound of a very intense fire. That's the
way it sounded. I went out of my office, I went over to the landing,
the stairwell, and I looked into the sky (the glass that looks down
on the casino) and before I went down the steps I could see oh,
approximately 300 feet or more, that is, if you want to pinpoint it,
from the west end of that sky I would be looking a little bit beyond
east of the casino cages, which would bring me somewhere maybe
100, 150 feet from the casino cages so you are looking at maybe
100 feet west of the Deli and the Coffee Shop’s door. I was west,
maybe I could see 100 feet west of that, those doors, and I saw this
billow of smoke, like a tidal wave coming towards me. Ah, just a



flash came to my mind, it’s coming too fast, youd better run. So I
Jjust turned around instead of going to the office to pick up anything,
I kmew it was coming that fast. I just opened the door and ran out
of the sky, shut the door behind me. I thought maybe I could slow it
up. I didn t see any flame, all I saw was smoke, so Ithought I'd slow
up the smoke.

Well, I ran to the hallway leading back to the executive offices
and the executive elevators. The elevator wasn t there so I ran down
the steps. I got down to the bottom of the steps and there s a double
doors there that go into the casino in the area of the front desk,
betweenthe front desk and the bell captain s desk. I saw through the
glass at all the smoke, and it was almost to the glass, but I looked
out and saw it already took over the front end, but I felt the heat
and I knew if I opened those doors, unconsciously I knew, that if I
opened the doors I'd never make it to the front door because it was
already enveloped. But the heat of that smoke that I felt through the
doors. I knew that I had to get out of there and I ran back up the
stairs. And when I got to the top landing of the stairs I found that the
hallway that I came out of; that leads from the auditing department
was full of smoke already. In other words, that smoke followed me
out of that, in that hallway.

I found that I couldn 't go back down the stairs. The elevator was
out. The only thing left for me to do was to break the windows, the
glass doors rather, that led into the executive offices. I broke those
doors with my shoulder, ran through the executive offices, broke the
two double doors on the other end, the back end, of the executive
offices. The only thing I think that saved my life is I knew there was
an exit in the auditing office, so I had to make a decision either to
go straight towards the computer room or turn left by the toilet and
go around the toilet and go into that side. And I decided to take
that route because of the fear that there may be some locked doors
if I went straight. I made the right decision, because when I got to
auditing, those doors I had to push them open and I ran through
auditing and at the end of that room which, where the big safe is, is
maybe 100 feet, I found this

Ifelt the doors, I felt the first one and it was locked. The second one
was open. I got in there, stepped down, I ran my foot up and down to
see if it was concrete. It was. I knew I had the right door. I grabbed
Jfor a rail and [ went down three, I think three flights of stairs. I got
fo the base of the stairway, I opened my eyes and I saw pitch black.
My eyes started burning. I closed them and I said I better lake one
more shot and I'll yell for help. I took the towel off of my face and I
took in all the smoke and I was able to holler for help and I heard
a voice about maybe 200 feet to my right. The voice says, come this
way. And I said you d better keep talking because I can't hear you, [
mean I could hear you but I can 't see you. You d better keep talking.
And then I covered my mouth and I seem to have taken in too much
smoke at that point. I headed for that direction, I headed towards
the voice, I got maybe 100, 150 feet, maybe 125 feet and I knew that
was the last breath I could take in that towel, because the towel was
saturated. I took the breath and I figured Id drop to the ground and
maybe I could pick up some air on the ground and crawl to the guy.
But I seemed to maybe lose consciousness at that time and I had my
hand out in front of me trying to protect myself while I was running
that I wouldn't hit anything and I felt someone grab my hand and
pull me out.

The next thing I knew was the security guard was pulling on
my left hand, pulling the towels away from my mouth because I
probably was in shock and I wouldn t let go and he was pulling that
off of me and saying, “Breathe fresh air, breathe fresh air” and he
pulled the towels away from me and he brought me to. And we were
outside the big sliding doors, the delivery doors on the south end of
the, southwest end of the building behind the Hallelujah Hollywood
stage where they make deliveries for scenery. And he had me out
those doors. I'was just lucky that he came, in to take a look around to
see if there was anybody else in there and I happened to catch him
at that moment. He brought me outside. Then a car picked me up
and took me around the building to the Flamingo side where I told
him my car was parked and he took me to the fire department and

the fire department gave me

door that I knew was there. Paibin some air, saved my life. I got
I opened it and it was full of R =T e in my car and went straight
smoke. But I looked behind |8 . EXIT PASSAGEWAYS —— "L, 1 to Sunrise Hospital, stayed
me and I saw the smoke was \r_" wl ot L_wi_,________ 4 R there about 28 hours and
chasing me there too and I i - A sennEn~ et Tove Dr. Venger released me. And
knew I couldn't go back. TF Bi ==l — 2T ) weesmisence | thatsiit.”

So I held that door open = L - —_iJ_k-,_,l' T iy
and I looked down at the : :[: i Louis’ report is
floor and I see two brand | —— (EL]vecH room B | a transcript of his oral
new Turkish towels. I picked X statement, so it is at times
them up, put them in my 1 ZEGFELD ROOM a bit hard to follow, but the
face and went to the closest, \\ s Reom 7 terror of his ordeal certainly
that I thought would be the comes through.
closest exit. I looked in that %‘ﬂ"
hallway, I shut my eyes and — —~—
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The above clips were the 6t issue MGM chips in play

at the time of the 1980 fue. With the fast moving aid
extensively devastating fire, many chips in play were
destroyed. The below chips are examples of that.

o

While there are several examples of individually:

damaged chips, there are also cases of stucks of chips

being fused together by the heat as shown below.
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Thank you to Alex Cilento and Mike Christensen for the use of
their images of chips in this article.

MGM GW\
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Photo courtesy of UNLV Special Collections.
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CC&GTCC Mentoring Program

Introduction

The program is offered free of charge and available to everyone. The Mentoring Program is specifically designed for
new casino chip collectors offering a wealth of information and experience of our seasoned casino chip and memorabilia
collectors.

Seasoned collectors have gone through many a trial and tribulation, learning as they go and learning from their
mistakes over the years. Knowledge increases little by little over time as we absorb what we can from our interactions
with other collectors and individual experiences. If one is going to learn from mistakes, isn’t it always best to learn from
someone else’s mistakes?

Collecting has many forks in its windy road, and is filled with many potential unwise choices, but our experienced
collectors will help guide the beginner down the path.

Quite often a new collector just happens to stumble onto a casino chip online message board or web site. They most
likely have just a few chips, no price guides and no real idea of the best way to proceed with their new hobby. They
often times have no idea how vast chip collecting is. That’s where we come in!

- Find out which price guides are available.

- Find out which price guides should and shouldn’t be used.

- Be able to ask questions about casino chips and casino related collectibles and find the answers.
- Find resources online and offline through our resource pages..

- Find out the best ways to increase your collection.

- Discover the many different collecting areas of casino memorabilia.

- Learn from the pros, what’s valuable and what’s not!

The Program

Simply go to www.ccgtce.com, click on the “EDUCATION” button to the top of the page. From there click on the
“CC&GTCC Mentoring Program” link and a questionnaire/application will download to your computer, print out and
complete the questionnaire/application and mail it to the address provided. The questions are designed to best identify
your interests and to match you with a suitable mentor for your particular collecting interests.

Initial Stage: lasts for a period of 30 days. During this time, both parties will be encouraged to communicate back and
forth through e-mails, and/or telephone. The mentee (new collector) will be open to ask any and all questions he may be
interested in, and the mentor (experienced collector) will address the questions, giving advice and direction.

At the conclusion of the initial 30-day initial stage, the program chairman will contact both parties to see if both wish
to continue. If both parties are pleased with how things are going, they may choose to continue for an additional 11
months. This short initial period is particularly good for beginners who just need a little help and direction while getting
started.

Either the mentee or the mentor can conclude the relationship at anytime. This may need to be done because of
unforeseen real life issues that may arise.

The program will continue for a maximum period of one year from the beginning of the initial active date, with a
review after six months.

Mentoring Program Director, Terry Shaffer R-5645
terryshaffer@hotmail.com
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Logo Usage Policy

The Club has certain logos and symbols which it must protect in order to protect its reputation in the collectibles
community. No member is allowed to use the Club name, logo or symbol other than is approved by the by-laws or as
otherwise specifically approved in writing by the Board of Directors.

» Only members in good standing may identify themselves as members of the Club

» Any member who identifies himself/herself as a member must affix or state their membership number so as not to
confuse the public.

» “Identifies” includes advertising, announcements, business cards, internet websites, internet or live auctions, e-mails
and any and all types of communication.

» Every member must make an effort not to confuse the public or lead the public to think that the member represents or
speaks for the Club, other than those officers who actually do speak for the Club or those who have been authorized
by the Board to speak for the Club.

« No event, show, auction or convention shall use the Club name, logo or symbol for any reason whatsoever unless it is
an event, show, auction or convention run by the Club.

» The Board has approved a “Member’s Logo” which contains the member’s membership number. Only that logo may
be used by members in their advertising, promotions, business cards, auctions, etc.

e Any other use of the Club name, logo or symbol must be submitted to the Board of Directors for their approval prior
to such use.

» The entities formerly known as “Chapters” are prohibited from using the Club name, logo or symbol as representative
of their organization

Example

Please contact the Secretary for a copy of the logo with your membership number on it.
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CC&GTCC Claims Form

Up until now, there has never been a uniform, standardized way of filing a Claim against another member for an
alleged Code of Ethics violation. Claims have been filed over the years in formats ranging from hand written notes, typed
5-6 page letters to just an email saying “I want to file a claim against %

Most of the time the information provided to the Club is vague and/or incomplete. The Claims Director may spend more
time gathering basic information that should have been provided in the first place, than on resolving the issue at hand.

This form provides all the basic information needed by the Club, in written form, first hand from the member filing
the complaint.

The process will work as follows:

1. Fill out the form completely, sign and date it.

2. Forward it Vice-President Sheldon Smith.

3. V.P. Smith will make an initial determination on the Claim.
4,

If further action or investigation is warranted, V.P. Smith will forward the form to the Claims Director to open
a Claims Investigation.

5. The Claims Director will work to mutually resolve the matter between the parties or if that is not possible,
make a recommendation to the Board of Directors for the appropriate action.

6. The Board will act on the recommendation and the final report of the Claims Director. The parties involved will
be notified of the final decision of the Board by V.P. Smith.

IF you find it necessary to file a Claim against a fellow Club member, please help us to resolve the matter as quickly
as possible by using the Claims Form.

*The form will be available on the Club website at www.ccgtcc.com for you to download and print out. We are working
on a program that will allow you to fill out the form online and send it electronically to V.P. Smith. We will notify the
membership once this format is available.

Reward Fund

Several years ago, the Club had a standing offer to help deter theft of member’s collections. Somewhere along the
way it was either dropped, forgotten or just faded into obscurity. The Board has voted to reintroduce the reward offer.
We would like to thank Jim Reilly for his research and assistance with this project. The terms of the offer are similar to
those used by the ANA. Please contact any member of the BOD for further information.

The Club offers a reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person or persons charged with
the theft of any part of a club member’s collection.

The Club will pay a reward as follows:
If the retail value of the stolen property is less than $5,000, the reward is $250
If $5000 to $20,000, the reward is $500
If greater than $20,000, the reward is $1000.

The purpose of this reward offer is to increase the likelihood of apprehending and convicting those who steal from
club members, as well as to increase the likelihood of recovering the stolen property. The reward offer, however, is not

intended to reimburse any club member’s loss. It is each member’s responsibility to maintain insurance against losses of
this kind.
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Tﬂn@ @é@ﬁm@ Chip and Gaming Té)[k(@nn Collectors Club, Ine.

! Home | Membership | Education | Organization | Reports | Message Board

l Conditions | Glossary | Chip FAQ | Chipology 101 | Fakes | Library |Cleaning | Brass Core —‘ ‘

Reference Center

Welcome to the CCRAGTCC Reference Center! Here you will find useful information on the hobby of casino chip and
gaming token colliecting.

Casino Collectible News - A publication of the Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club
This official club magazine is a must-read for every casino collectible enthusiast.

CCGTCC Mentoring Program - Help others or find help for yourself!

2007 Buyer's Guide to Casino Collectibles - Be an informed collector! ‘
2005 Buyer's Guide to Casino Collectibles - Be an informed collector!

Ask The Expert! - a list of CC&GTCC members who have volunteered to answer your questions.
Chip Conditions - an official list of CC&GTCC sanctioned terminology used to describe chip condition.
Glossary - an extensive list of the terminology used in our hobby - a "Chiptionary", if you will.

Chip FAQ - a huge list of Frequently Asked Questions regarding our hobby.

Chipology 101 - a great intro-to-chipping seminar presented at the national convention.

Cleaning Chips - a good primer on cleaning casino chips.

Mold Designs - Robert Eisenstadt's mold design project.

|
For The Beginner

e 2011 Club Auction - Catalog, Terms and Conditions & Current High Bids.

Detailed Reference

Illegals & Manufacturer Records - a huge compilation of chip manufacturer records.
Fakes/Fantasy/Counterfeits - a large list of fake, fantasy, and counterfeit chips - includes pictures.
Brass Core - a thorough presentation of the brass core controversy.

Fraternal Order of Eagles - Aeries listed numerically

Cancelled Chips - Nevada Casino Chips Known To Exist Cancelled

Books, Magazine Articles, etc.

Club Library - a list of club reference material that you can check-out and use. |
Gaming In Atlantic City - by Steve Piccolo ‘
Playboy Cheques, Chips & Tokens - by Tom Stroh

Knapp on Books - A series of book reviews by Michael Knapp

The Flamingo Capri Revisited - by Mike Quinlivan

Casino Chip and Token News - Back issues ‘

The Education section of the CC&GTCC web site offers valuable information on chip collecting, whether you’re new
to the hobby or have been collecting for years.

In this section you will find reference material about fakes and counterfeits, cancelled chips, brass core chips and
much more. Ask The Expert gives you access to over 50 collectors who can answer any question about collecting. Each
collector is an expert in a particular field. Whether it’s casino chips, tokens, silver strikes, ashtrays, dice or collecting by

state, country or casino, you can find help here.

Check out the club library for books or search for articles on the Casino Collectible News web site. Other
publications and articles are also free to download.

http://www.ccgtee.com
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Selling off my co-_lil_ect

of Chlps-TokensLand%SlIver Stnkes" 33
Over.z,o?'o.o.g‘CIglps for sale

| have one of the

largest collection Gary Ro h IOff
from these states garyro@mtc.net
Colorado

Mississippi 715-693-5734

Atlantic City www.rollyschips.com

Also lots of Chips from these states

Wisconsin Missouri Arkansas
Minnesota Dead Wood, S.D. Louisiana
North Dakota Nevada - Montana
South Dakota over 8,000 chips Caribbean
lowa New Mexico Canada
Illinois Arizona Cruise Ships
Michigan Kansas Many Misc.
Indiana California

My website is: www.rollyschips.com

Note: Not everything on yet, will take some time to get everything on.
Please keep checking back. I'm entering things as fast as | can.

Thank You, Gary



If you Collect i . . we can FRAME It

Casmo Chip & Silver Strike
Display Frames
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Available in many
different styles and sizes

@OBHCEHL DO Q
_@0@@®0

Eﬂ@m@ﬁﬂg

'ep00®®e¢
‘*70" 8606

Custom Frames

WWW. TINYTREASURES.COM

TEL: 702.642.6902 INFO@TINYTREASURES.COM FAX: 702.507.0035
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